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� A story in Wednesday’s paper about a
Stuttgart, Germany, photo artist should have
said that Leslie Cervantez’s photos of herself
were taken in 2002, when her daughter was

3½ years old and one year after her husband,
Army Sgt. Jose Cervantez was assigned to
Stuttgart.

In 2003 she joined her husband in Stutt-

gart.
Leslie Cervantez’s exhibit in March at the

James F. Byrnes Institute was the second
time the photos were shown.

World

Seminary porn: A papal emissary
on Thursday shut down an Austrian
seminary where authorities reported

finding about 40,000 photos and numer-
ous videos, including child pornography, on
computers.

Other photographs of seminary students
kissing and fondling each other and their
older religious instructors at the seminary
also were found in the diocese of St. Poelten,
about 50 miles west of Vienna.

“A new beginning is necessary,” said Bish-
op Klaus Kueng, appointed by Pope John
Paul II as an “apostolic visitor” to contain
the scandal. “I am closing the seminary
right away.”

Israel wall dispute: A group of Palestin-
ians sued two West Bank cement companies
Thursday, charging they have been supply-
ing Israel with the material to build parts of
its contentious West Bank separation barri-
er.

A Palestinian commission of inquiry last
month found that the Al Tarifi and Barake
companies had diverted thousands of tons
of cement destined for Palestinian houses to
Israel, most of it going to the barrier. Investi-
gators said the firms had schemed to make
quick money from Israeli contractors.

Al-Qaida arrests: Pakistan authorities ar-
rested five more suspected members of
Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaida network in the
past 48 hours, including “valuable targets,”
a senior government official said Thursday.

He said the arrests were made during
raids in different parts of the country and
that the detainees were being questioned in
efforts to capture other al-Qaida members.

Diana investigation: An appeals court in
Paris has ordered the reopening of an inves-
tigation to determine if there was any falsifi-
cation of toxicology tests of the driver held
responsible for the fatal car crash that killed
Princess Diana in 1997, judicial sources
said Thursday.

Tests deemed that the driver, Henri Paul,
who was killed along with Diana and her
companion Dodi Fayed, had an excessive
amount of alcohol in his blood, as well as
medication incompatible with alcohol, as he
sped through Paris.

Also on Thursday, London parks officials
turned the water on again in the prob-
lem-plagued Princess Diana Memorial
Fountain, but it will remain closed to visi-
tors until next week.

Nuclear accident: Japan has ordered safe-
ty checks at the country’s 52 nuclear plants
and 800 non-nuclear power stations to pre-
vent the type of accident that killed four peo-
ple at a reactor this week, government offi-
cials said Thursday.

Government investigators kept up search-
es and questioning Thursday at the plant at

Mihama, 200 miles west of Tokyo, where a
cooling pipe exploded Monday. The opera-
tor, Kansai Electric Power, is under suspi-
cion of negligence.

Nation

Los Alamos security: Los Alamos Nation-
al Laboratory has failed to properly keep
track of several computers that handle clas-
sified information, an Energy Department
report says.

The department’s Inspector General’s Of-
fice, in a followup to a 2003 preliminary re-
port, identified continuing problems that
“undermine confidence” in the ability of the
New Mexico lab to ensure classified comput-
ers are properly managed and “safeguard-
ed from loss or theft.”

Disney death: Walt Disney Entertain-
ment has been fined $6,300 for the death of
a worker dressed as Pluto who was run over
and killed by a float as it entered a Magic
Kingdom parade at the Orlando, Fla., park,
officials said Wednesday.

The Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration categorized the citation “seri-
ous” because employees were exposed to
the hazard of being struck by motorized ve-
hicles, according to OSHA.

Detroit terror trial: The Bush administra-

tion’s already troubled case against an ac-
cused terror cell in Detroit is being dealt an-
other blow with revelations that a witness
came forward after the trial to undercut a
key piece of video evidence presented to ju-
rors.

Lawyers and Justice Department officials
said Wednesday night that a man shown in a
videotape of landmarks in New York, Las
Vegas and California has told investigators
the tape was an amateur film and not sur-
veillance as prosecutors portrayed at the
trial of four suspected terrorists.

Ryan charges: A Chicago judge declined
to throw out conspiracy and fraud charges
against former Gov. George Ryan and reject-
ed a co-defendant’s request for a separate
trial.

In the opinion Wednesday, U.S. District
Judge Rebecca Pallmeyer also declined to
dismiss charges against the co-defendant,
Lawrence Warner.

Ryan has pleaded innocent to racketeer-
ing conspiracy, mail fraud, tax fraud, filing
false tax returns and making false state-
ments.

A former lobbyist, Warner has pleaded in-
nocent to charges alleging he pocketing
about $3 million from contracts steered to
his clients by Ryan.

Photo and stories from The Associated Press

Corrections

California wildfire: A fast-growing wildfire started by sparks from a lawn mower destroyed at

least 40 residences near the eastern edge of Shasta Lake, Calif., forcing hundreds of people

to flee. The blaze scorched 3,000 acres by Thursday morning, said Kevin Colburn, spokes-

man for the state forestry department. The fire was 40 percent contained, but a shift in the

wind overnight pushed the fire southward, he said. More than 300 people were evacuated

Wednesday. Five people suffered minor injuries. Officials cited the lawn mower operator, and

the person might be held responsible for the costs of suppressing the fire, Colburn said.
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The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, 929 U.S. ser-
vicemembers have died since
the beginning of military opera-
tions in Iraq in March 2003, ac-
cording to the Defense Depart-
ment. Of those, 691 died as a re-
sult of hostile action and 238
died of nonhostile causes.

The British military has re-
ported 62 deaths; Italy, 18;
Spain, eight; Poland, seven; Bul-
garia, six; Ukraine, four; Slova-
kia, three; Thailand, two; and
Denmark, El Salvador, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia and the Nether-
lands have reported one death
each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 791 U.S. servicemem-
bers have died — 582 as a result
of hostile action and 209 of non-
hostile causes, according to the
Defense Department.

Since the start of U.S. military
operations in Iraq, 6,276 U.S.
servicemembers have been
wounded in hostile action, ac-
cording to the Defense Depart-
ment’s weekly tally.

The latest deaths reported by
U.S. Central Command:

� No deaths reported.
The latest identifications re-

ported by the military:
� No identifications reported.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

BY TODD PITMAN

The Associated Press

NAJAF, Iraq — U.S. forces
stormed a Najaf house belonging
to a radical Shiite cleric who has
led a deadly uprising against coa-
lition and Iraqi troops for more
than a week, as American and
Iraqi soldiers launched a major
assault Thursday on his militia-
men.

Explosions and gunfire echoed
near the revered Imam Ali shrine
and its vast cemetery.

Residents saw U.S. forces
break into Muqtada al-Sadr’s
house without meeting any resis-
tance. Al-Sadr, who has vowed to
fight “until the last drop of my
blood has been spilled,” was not
there at the time.

It was not immediately known
where he went, but residents re-
ported clashes between Iraqi po-
lice and members of his Mahdi
Army militia near the house
Wednesday, which may have
prompted most residents to leave
the area.

Also, Iraqi Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi called on Shiite mili-
tants to put down their weapons
and leave the shrine, where they
have sought refuge.

“Our government calls upon all
the armed groups to drop their
weapons and return to society.
We also call upon all the armed

men to evacuate the holy shrine
and not to violate its holiness,” he
said.

Coalition forces were trying to
crush the uprising in Najaf and
other Shiite strongholds across
the country.

“Major operations to destroy
the militia have begun,” said Maj.
David Holahan, executive officer
of the 1st Battalion, 4th Marine
Regiment.

Under U.S. military rules for
embedded journalists, reporters
are not allowed to reveal exact
numbers of U.S. troops, details of
planned offensives or other infor-
mation considered relevant to op-
erational security.

Iraqi National Security Adviser
Mouwaffaq al-Rubaie went to
Najaf to deal with the situation,
his office said without elaborat-
ing.

U.S. military Humvees had
moved toward al-Sadr’s house
and fought with militants there,
witnesses said. A large fire raged
across the street and at least two
helicopters flew above the area.

A column of U.S. tanks lined
one edge of the huge cemetery
sprawling out from the Imam Ali
mosque as a helicopter flew over-
head. Soldiers crawled on the
roofs of single-story buildings to
fire at militants.

Interior Minister Falah Hassan
al-Naqib said militants fired mor-
tars from the shrine compound
and planted mines there. He also
reiterated that no foreign forces
would be allowed to enter the
shrine.

By afternoon, five civilians had
been killed, said Nabil Moham-
med, a health worker in Najaf.
Two soldiers were wounded by a
mortar shell while standing in an
intersection on the cemetery’s
edge, the military said.

Meanwhile, fighting between
al-Sadr supporters and coalition
forces killed at least 72 Iraqis in
the southern city of Kut on
Wednesday in one of the most in-
tense battles in that city in
months. Iraqi forces fought off
militants who attacked the city
hall, police stations and Iraqi Na-
tional Guard barracks, the U.S.
military said.

Residents in Kut, 100 miles
southeast of Baghdad, said U.S.
and Iraqi troops fought the mili-
tants. The U.S. military said only
Iraqi forces were involved.

Iraq’s top Shiite Muslim cleric,
Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani,
who left Najaf for London to un-
dergo medical treatment when
the fighting began a week ago, ex-
pressed “deep sorrow and great
worry” and called on all sides to
resolve the crisis as soon as possi-
ble and prevent it from repeating.

Al-Sistani said in a statement
that his office was “continuing to
exert efforts with all sides, Iraqi
officials and others, to put a quick
end to the current tragic situa-
tion.”

Lebanon’s most senior Shiite
Muslim cleric, Grand Ayatollah
Mohammed Hussein Fadlallah,
criticized Iraq’s interim govern-
ment for allowing the offensive in
a city that is holy to the world’s
120 million Shiites.

The fighting in Najaf risks en-
raging Iraq’s Shiite majority — in-
cluding those who do not support
al-Sadr’s uprising — if it targets
the shrine.

U.S. commanders and Iraqi offi-
cials said Allawi would have to ap-
prove any operation at the shrine
itself and any move at the shrine
would be conducted only by Iraqi
forces.

Nearly 5,000 al-Sadr sympathiz-
ers took to the streets in the south-
ern city of Basra on Thursday de-
manding that U.S. troops with-
draw from Najaf and condemning

Allawi for working with the Amer-
icans.

Al-Sadr loyalists in Basra
threatened on Wednesday to blow
up the oil pipelines and port infra-
structure there if an offensive
was launched.

The U.S. military has estimated
that hundreds of insurgents have
been killed in the Najaf fighting
over the past week, but the mili-
tants dispute the figure. Five

Americans have been killed,
along with about 20 Iraqi officers.

Al-Sadr’s fighters have been
battling coalition forces since
Aug. 5 in a resurgence of a spring
uprising that was dormant for
two months following a series of
truces. The cleric exhorted his fol-
lowers Wednesday to fight on
even if he was killed.

Associated Press writer Abdul Hussein
al-Obeidi in Najaf contributed to this
report.

BY JON R. ANDERSON

Stars and Stripes

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Af-
ghanistan — An Army UH-60
Black Hawk helicopter shuttling
U.S. Marines crashed in eastern
Afghanistan on Thursday after-
noon, killing one crewmember
and injuring 14 troops.

The crash was not a result of
hostile fire, said Lt. Col. Susan
Meisner, an Army spokeswoman
in Kabul. The transportation heli-

copter was destroyed.

Initial military reports indicat-
ed that the dead servicemember
was a Marine. Meisner, however,
confirmed that the fatality was a
soldier, one of the four crewmem-
bers aboard the Black Hawk.

The accident occurred in Khost
province at about 2:45 p.m. along
Afghanistan’s mountainous fron-
tier with Pakistan, said Meisner.
She said the aircraft was on a rou-
tine mission and not involved in
combat operations.

The injured Army crew and Ma-
rines were evacuated to Forward
Operating Base Salerno in Khost.
Because of their injuries, four of
the troops were then medevaced
to the Army surgical hospital at
Bagram Air Base, the main hub
for U.S. operations in Afghani-
stan.

The only major Marine unit cur-
rently in Afghanistan is the 3rd
Battalion, 6th Marines from
Camp Lejeune, N.C. The unit is
based at FOB Salerno.

Soldiers from 2nd Battalion,
25th Aviation Regiment — part of
the Hawaii-based 25th Infantry
Division — provide the vast ma-
jority of Black Hawk helicopters
in the country.

Fully loaded, Black Hawks
carry a crew of four and 11 pas-
sengers.

Meisner said the cause of the
accident was under investigation.

This is the fourth fatal helicop-
ter crash in Afghanistan since the
U.S. invasion almost three years

ago. All of the crashes have been
accidents.

The last occurred on Nov. 23,
2003, when an Air Force MH-53
Pave Low crashed near Bagram,
killing one soldier and three air-
men.

This latest crash marks the
129th servicemember to die sup-
porting Operation Enduring Free-
dom and the 32nd fatality this
year.

E-mail Jon R. Anderson at:
andersonj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Black Hawk crashes in eastern Afghanistan, killing one

Copter crash kills 2

FALLUJAH, Iraq — Two
U.S. Marines were killed when
a CH-53 helicopter crashed
landed in Anbar province, the
military said Thursday.

Three other people were in-
jured in the crash on Wednes-
day night, and evacuated to a
military medical facility and
treated for injuries.

The helicopter was flying
into Anbar province, a volatile,
Sunni-dominated region west
of Baghdad “in support of secu-
rity and stabilization opera-
tions” when it crashed, the mil-
itary said in a statement.

The military said that no
enemy fire was observed at
the time of the crash, and it
was investigating the incident.

From wire reports

U.S. forces storm house of radical cleric
American and Iraqi troops launch
major assault on militia in Najaf

AP

An Iraqi pushes a Shiite woman in a wheelchair past American armored vehicles lining up on the streets, while

civilians flee amid heavy gun battles resonating throughout the city of Najaf, Iraq, on Thursday.
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BY JASON CHUDY

Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — It took an American inva-
sion to get Arabia’a Hatif’s neighborhood a
sewer system.

“For 35 years, there has been no sewer
system,” said Hatif through an interpreter
on Monday. “Power is now better than it
was in the past and water pressure is, too.”

To prove his point, Hatif grabbed a plas-
tic hose from a small area in back of his
house and turned it on for Lt. Col. Brian
Dosa, commander of the 8th Engineer Bat-
talion, who was touring electrical and sew-
age projects in the sprawling Zafraniya
neighborhood.

A stream of clear water poured out and
Dosa ran his hands underneath it, to the de-
light of Hatif.

“There’s good water pressure,” Dosa
said. “But the quality, we’re still working
on it.”

His Baghdad-based 8th Engineers have
been managing construction projects for
basic essential services in two of the city’s
nine districts.

“We define these as sewer, water, elec-
tricity and trash,” Dosa said earlier. “[In
Zafraniya] those basic services were in ter-
rible shape.”

Dosa said that a nearby electric plant is
receiving a $20 million overhaul, having
not received maintenance for decades.

“When coalition forces came in, I don’t
think we appreciated how bad the power
generating plants were,” he said. “Instead
of minor renovations, we’re having to do
full overhauls.”

Because of the neglect, Dosa said, some
were operating at 20 percent to 25 percent
efficiency.

To compound Zafraniya’s problems,
16,000 pieces of unexploded ammunition
— ranging from mortar rounds to rock-
et-propelled grenades — were spread over
an area of about three football fields in the
middle of the neighborhood.

Fixing Zafraniya’s problems would re-
quire an army of manpower. Luckily, the
U.S. Army stepped in.

The engineers contracted out millions of
dollars worth of essential service projects
to international corporations and Iraqi busi-
nesses. An Australian explosive ordinance
disposal team, engineers and infantrymen
from Army and National Guard units, plus
neighborhood residents cleaned up the am-
munition.

These projects aren’t only improving Zaf-
raniya’s basic living conditions, but also
are providing a few area residents with
jobs. Dosa said the contracts required the
hiring of local workers.

“As you can see, it is a poor neighbor-
hood with peaceful people,” said Hatif.
“But most are unemployed.”

Most of its residents were out of work
during the Saddam Hussein regime, too,
he said. Zafraniya is broken up into clus-
ters of mahalas, or houses. Hatif lives in
Mahala 949, also known as the “Sinbad
Quarter.”

Dirt streets are torn up throughout Zaf-
raniya’s mahalas, either through neglect
or design.

“We wanted to get the sewers first be-
cause they’re lower in the ground,” Dosa
said. “Then water, followed by paving and
curbs.”

Dosa met with dozens of construction

workers, local officials and area residents
along the streets that were undergoing
work.

“Now that they understand our inten-
tions, they’re great,” Dosa said about Zaf-
raniya’s residents. Attacks on his soldiers
are rare, and at one stop Monday someone
gave soldiers details of a recent mortar at-
tack.

Sgt. Michael Brinton, a member of the
battalion’s security detail, said that comple-
tion of the sewer system will bring a visible
change to the neighborhood. The unit visits
projects nearly every day.

“You can see the streets lined with sew-
age,” he said, watching groups of barefoot
children who were themselves watching
the soldiers. “It’s like living in Venice, but
only with sewage instead of water.”

Most residents hold their human waste
in tanks, Hatif said, with trucks coming
every week to haul it away. Everything
else goes into the streets.

In a few months, engineers and resi-
dents alike hope Zafraniya’s streets will be
cleared of sewage, the waste pumped to a
water treatment plant about six miles
away.

Its electrical distribution system, dam-
aged by coalition bombing and looting, is
nearly completed, and clean water will
soon be flowing from its taps and hoses.

“We didn’t find anything good with the
last regime,” said Hatif.

Because of family ties — his wife and
mother-in-law are Iranian — and his fa-
ther’s three-year prison sentence for being
a leading member of the communist party,
Hatif had never expected to have even
these basic services.

“All we got was oppression,” he said.
“Now, the people of this neighborhood are
happy.”

E-mail Jason Chudy at:
chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY JASON CHUDY

Stars and Stripes

About 180 Texas Army Nation-
al Guard soldiers deployed to
Iraq with A Troop Provisional
(Special), 1st Squadron, 124th Ar-
mored Cavalry are sporting new
shoulder patches as their parent
armored division was recently re-
designated as an infantry divi-
sion.

The soldiers had deployed to
Iraq from the 49th Armored Divi-
sion in March, but on May 1 the
unit became the 36th Infantry Di-
vision.

The change from armored to in-
fantry was done to align the unit
with active Army divisions, ac-
cording to the Texas Army Nation-
al Guard Web site.

“The first purpose for the
change is to start changing the
mindset of the Texas Army Na-
tional Guard from a heavy ar-
mored force to a light, more versa-
tile infantry force,” said Maj.

Trey Roberson, Texas ANG
Force integration and readiness
officer, in an introduction on the
unit’s Web site.

“The second purpose is to bring
back the historic lineage of the
36th Infantry Division,” he said.

The change from the 49th to
the 36th is more than symbolic to
the soldiers.

“It’s definitely a change,” said
Spc. James Zigler. “I’m a tanker,
so I’ll have to change [jobs] to
stay with the unit.”

The Guardsmen are attached
to the 89th Military Police Bri-
gade near the Iranian border
northeast of Baghdad.

“Putting on the 36th’s patch is
more than an honor, it’s the high-
est honor we can get,” said Sgt.
Earnest Jackson. “We’re the first
group since World War II to be
awarded the 36th’s combat
patch.”

Those soldiers serving in Iraq
will be able to wear either the
49th’s or 36th’s patch on the right
shoulder as their combat patch.

“Basically, we started wearing
it last month,” said Zigler. “The
brigade commander of the 89th
[Col. David Phillips] gave us a lit-
tle ceremony for the new patch-
es.”

“It looks like everyone’s proud
to put this patch on,” said Sgt.
Gary Dechaume.

About 12,000 National Guard
soldiers will now wear the
T-patch, as it is called. Its arrow-
head shape represents Oklahoma
while the large “T” in the center
is for Texas.

The 36th was activated for
World War I, made up of Guards-

men from Oklahoma and Texas,
and re-activated for World War
II.

The division fought in the
Meuse-Argonne offensive in
France during WWI and in Italy
and France during WWII.

E-mail Jason Chudy at:
chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Texas Guard unit redesignated as part of 36th ID

PHOTOS BY JASON CHUDY/Stars and Stripes

Above: Arabia’a Hatif holds a garden hose as Lt. Col. Brian Dosa, commander of the 8th

Engineer Battalion, washes his hands. The 8th Engineers have been working on water and

sewage projects in the southern Baghdad neighborhood of Zafraniya. Hatif has lived in this

house since 1973.

Left: Construction workers lay a plastic sewer pipe into a ditch Monday in Baghdad’s

Zafraniya neighborhood.

Spc. James Zigler, left, of A

Troop Provisional (Special), 1st

Squadron, 124th Armored Caval-

ry, sports a 49th Armored Divi-

sion patch, which was the Texas

National Guard unit the troop

deployed to Iraq with in March.

Staff Sgt. Wilbert Hadden sports

the 36th Infantry Division patch,

which is what the division was

redesignated as on May 1. Sol-

diers are changing to the famed

T-Patch, as the 36th’s insignia is

called, as supplies become avail-

able.
JASON CHUDY

Stars and Stripes

Neighborhood gratified by battalion’s work
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The Associated Press

FORT CAMPBELL, Kentucky — An Army lieu-
tenant allegedly ordered his soldiers to find him a ve-
hicle after his broke down, then tried to cover up the
theft of a sheik’s sport utility vehicle in Iraq, mili-
tary prosecutors said.

In opening statements Wednesday
at the court-martial of 1st Lt. Brad-
ley Pavlik, prosecutor Capt. Howard
Hoege said the officer “led his pla-
toon down a road of misconduct.”

Pavlik’s civilian attorney, Frank
Spinner, said the officer was just
sticking up for his soldiers, and that
he later tried to turn the stolen vehi-
cle in to the Army. Spinner said it
was refused.

“It appears that Lt. Pavlik’s pla-
toon led him down a path,” Spinner
said.

In July, a soldier in Pavlik’s platoon, Sgt. 1st Class

James Williams, 37, was convicted of stealing the

SUV in April 2003; the jury recommended he serve

no prison time.

At his trial Williams said he took the vehicle only

because Pavlik ordered him to, and that he didn’t

think it was a criminal act.

Early in the war, soldiers were allowed to “com-
mandeer” civilian vehicles for military purposes
under the rules of engagement.

They were instructed to leave a receipt so the vehi-
cle could be returned to the owner or money could
be given to them.

Williams said Pavlik was angry
when his own vehicle had broken
down and told squad leaders to find
him another.

The SUV was taken without force
but no receipt was left.

The Army later paid Sheik Ahmed
W. Al-Faisal $32,000.

A second soldier in the platoon
served a year in prison for his role in
the theft.

Besides the robbery charge, Pav-
lik faces a charge of making a false
statement, and a charge of conduct

to the prejudice of good order and discipline.

Pavlik pleaded guilty earlier this week to violating
a general order and of conduct unbecoming an offic-
er; another charge of violating a general order was
dismissed.

It was not immediately known what penalty the re-
maining charges carry upon conviction, and a call to
the public affairs office at Fort Campbell was not im-
mediately returned Wednesday night.

Lt. allegedly told men to take sheik’s vehicle

Iraq to select assembly

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s delayed
national conference to select an
interim national assembly will
convene Sunday, Minister of
State Qassim Dawoud announced
Thursday.

The conference, considered a
crucial step in the country’s move
toward democracy, was to have
been held in late July, but was de-
layed to allow more time for prep-
arations — a postponement en-
couraged by the United Nations.

Some areas of the country com-
plained last month that they
hadn’t been given enough time to
agree on delegates, and officials
expressed worries the gathering
would be a target for terror at-
tacks. The postponement was an-
nounced the day after a car bomb-
ing killed 70 people in Baqouba,
underscoring the continuing
wave of violence across the coun-
try.

In addition, key political
groups had threatened to boycott
the conference. U.N. officials
wanted more time in hopes of per-
suading those factions to attend,
but it wasn’t immediately clear
Thursday if they had changed
any minds.

“We invite everyone to take
part in the political process,” Da-
woud told reporters.

The conference, made up of
1,000 delegates from Iraq’s 18
provinces as well as tribal, reli-
gious and political leaders, is in-
tended to help choose a 100-mem-
ber national assembly that will
counterbalance the interim gov-
ernment.

The assembly will have the
power to approve the national
budget, veto executive orders
with a two-thirds majority and ap-
point replacements to the Cabinet
in the event a minister dies or re-
signs.

The meeting is scheduled to
last three days.

Tikrit rail spur opens

Forward Operating Base Spe-
icher opened its gates to its first
train last weekend after months
of rail repairs by U.S. soldiers
and Iraqis, 1st Infantry Division
officials said.

The Iraqi Railroad train into
Speicher — the Army’s logistics
hub in Tikrit — consisted of 25
flatcars, which were to be used to
carry shipping containers to
Baghdad, according to a news re-
lease from Task Force Danger
headquarters in Tikrit.

Soldiers from the 368th Cargo
Transfer Company loaded the
containers, which ultimately will
be shipped through the port in Ku-
wait City.

Like other infrastructure in
Iraq, the railroads had been ne-
glected under Saddam Hussein’s
leadership during the 1990s.

The 1.8-mile spur from Tikrit
to Speicher hadn’t been used
since 1991, the release said.

Army officials predict the rail-
road will prove to be safer than
the country’s highways for ship-
ping cargo.

Task Force Danger, under the
leadership of the 1st ID, is the di-
vision-size unit responsible for se-
curity in north-central Iraq.

From staff and wire reports

Court-martial begins for
Army officer in SUV theft

It appears that

Lt. Pavlik’s

platoon led

him down

a path.

Frank Spinner

civilian attorney of

1st Lt. Bradley Pavlik
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BY KENDRA HELMER

Stars and Stripes

Naval Air Station Sigonella is
trying to put the brakes on traffic
accidents.

With about 400 accidents in-
volving U.S. personnel in Sicily
this year, the base is looking at
ways of cutting down on mishaps.

“We basically have a new [com-
mander], and he thinks it’s appall-
ing,” said Lt. Steve Curry, base
spokesman. “… So we’re in a
focus of re-educating people and
saying we’re going to get a handle
on this.”

The base commander, Capt.
Joe Stuyvesant, addressed the
issue this month at an all-hands
call with sailors in grades E-4 and
below. Curry said the command-
er warned sailors that if they
don’t shape up, he might institute
a curfew, since most accidents
occur after midnight.

“He’s going to have another

meeting with them [sailors] after
Labor Day,” Curry said. “He gave
them a month.”

There have been 14 accidents
this month, two of which involved
injuries.

One sailor crossed the center
line and hit another sailor’s vehi-
cle head-on, totaling both cars.
And another sailor, allegedly
under the influence of alcohol,
crossed the centerline and hit a
local national’s vehicle head-on,
hurting himself and the other
driver, according to a base news-
paper column written by Stuyve-
sant.

Last year, there were 751 acci-
dents involving Sigonella person-
nel.

Though that’s nearly double
the number of accidents so far
this year, the base is about on tar-
get for the average number of ac-
cidents in a year, said Woody Ola-
sin, traffic safety specialist.

“Last year at this time, we had
about the same number,” he said.
“It’s usually from here until De-
cember we skyrocket.”

The good news, Curry said, is
that citations for driving under
the influence are down. There
were 58 DUIs in 2003. So far this
year, there have been 18.

Two weeks ago, a group com-
prised of base leadership, securi-
ty and safety personnel met to
come up with strategies to reduce
accidents, said Steve Lebeda,
Sigonella safety director.

The base may start restricting
rental cars to older personnel.
Ninety-five percent of accidents
in Sigonella involve drivers 25
and under, Olasin said. “One of
our high stats [involving acci-
dents] is young drivers in rental
cars,” Lebeda said.

The base also plans to make
penalties stricter, especially for
repeat offenders.

“We found that the people that
were having the most accidents
were the ... people who had been
in previous accidents,” Lebeda
said.

Lebeda said the base also
might talk to the local govern-
ment about having U.S. military
personnel participate in traffic en-
forcement off base.

The vast number of accidents
is caused by speed and inatten-
tiveness, Olasin said. Seven-
ty-four percent of accidents have
occurred on clear, sunny days. In
more than 60 percent, an Ameri-
can was at fault.

Lebeda said the rural country-
side is too tempting for some driv-
ers with a lead foot.

“[There are] a lot of open roads
that go through farm country, so
you don’t get that busy, inter-
city-type of traffic that slows you
down,” he said.

“People just apply too much

speed and then they don’t have
enough time to make an evasive
reaction.”

So far this year, accidents have
sent 69 Americans to the hospital.
Two Italians were killed earlier
this year when a sailor driving a
government 10-ton truck struck
their vehicle.

E-mail Kendra Helmer at:
helmerk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER

Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA,
Spain — This was a busy place
last year.

The fuel pump statistics tell
the story.

Last year, the naval station’s
Fuel Division pumped 374 mil-
lion gallons of fuel to planes,
ships and vehicles. Nobody
knows if it is a base record, but it
was second only to Diego Garcia
worldwide.

It is one of the reasons why the
base was named the runner-up
for the 2004 American Petro-
leum Institute Award, estab-
lished to recognize the top fuel
operators in the Navy. American
Petroleum Institute is an interna-
tionally recognized trade organi-
zation.

“It’s like our Super Bowl,”
Chief Petty Officer Rey Nobleza-

da said. “It’s a prestigious
award.”

Pilots and ship captains cross-
ing the globe have come to rely
on Rota as a place to get some
rest and some fuel. The base
served as a major hub during the
early months of the Iraq war and
throughout the war on terror.

The division’s team of 21 mili-
tary personnel — in addition to a
cadre of local-national civilian
employees — has been working
around the clock to provide ser-
vice to meet the demand.

To put the volume of fuel
pumped last year into perspec-
tive, the base typically pumped
between 50 million and 75 mil-
lion gallons annually before the
war, said Petty Officer 1st Class
Timothy Clark, the division’s
leading petty officer.

Being named runner-up helps
show how busy the Navy base
has been, he added.

“Without question we have
opened everyone’s eyes to what
Rota can do,” Clark said.

The relatively small staff of
sailors in the division work
12-hour shifts to ensure that
they can provide 24-hour ser-
vice.

Rota was tied with Jackson-
ville, Fla., in the Navy Bulk Fuel
Terminals category. Diego Gar-
cia took the top spot. In the Navy
retail fuel activities category,
Naval Air Station Sigonella, Sici-
ly, was the runner-up to Ventura
County, Calif.

The institute has sponsored
the annual awards since 1989.
Winners are selected based on
such factors as fuel operation
and mission support, mainte-
nance, training, safety and inven-
tory control.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

SCOTT SCHONAUER/Stars and Stripes

An unidentified sailor helps pump fuel into an airplane Thursday at Naval Station Rota, Spain. The Navy

base’s Fuel Division has pumped 374 million gallons of fuel in fiscal 2004, second in the Navy to Diego

Garcia.

U.S., Russia to sign plan
for military cooperation

Traffic statistics

Accidents

2004 (so far): 396

2003: 751

2002: 664

2001: 617

Incidents of DUI

2004 (so far): 18

2003: 58

2002: 35

2001: 33

Sigonella Safety Office

Rota stays busy pumping fuel

The Associated Press

MOSCOW — Russian Defense
Minister Sergei Ivanov and his
U.S. counterpart Donald Rums-
feld are expected to sign a mili-
tary coopera-
tion plan for
2005 at an up-
coming meet-
ing, a source in
the Defense
Ministry said
Thursday, the
Interfax-Mili-
tary news agen-
cy reported.

During talks
Saturday in St.
Petersburg,
Ivanov and
Rumsfeld are
to sign a docu-
ment outlining
exchanges between Russian and

U.S. military delegations for the

next year, the report said. The of-

ficials also plan to discuss ways of
countering global security

threats including terrorism and

weapons of mass destruction.

Moscow also intends to discuss

the U.S. plan to upgrade an early
warning radar station in Green-
land, which Russian officials fear
may threaten their country.

The source reiterated concerns
voiced this
week by the
Foreign Minis-
try about the
station, which
is to play a cru-
cial role in a
planned U.S.
missile-defense
system.

Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir
Putin’s strong
support for the
United States
following the
Sept. 11 terror
attacks bol-

stered U.S.-Russian relations, but
they have been hurt by the U.S. in-
vasion of Iraq, which Russia vehe-
mently opposed.

On Thursday, Moscow re-
newed its calls for holding an in-
ternational conference on Iraq,
saying it would help improve the
security situation there.

Ivanov and

Rumsfeld are to

sign a document

outlining

exchanges between

Russian and U.S.

military

delegations for the

next year.

Sigonella hopes to cut back on car accidents
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AAFES, Napster team up to offer discounts
BY SCOTT SCHONAUER

Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA, Spain — On-
line music vendor Napster announced
Wednesday that it will offer U.S. service-
members discounted rates on its digital
tracks and subscription service.

The company has struck a deal with the
Army and Air Force Exchange Service
that will give more than 11.5 million active,
reserve and retired military personnel and
their families access to 750,000 tracks at re-
duced prices.

“People are looking for a legal source for
downloadable music,” said John McWhort-
er, AAFES general merchandiser manag-
er, by telephone from Dallas. “And with

our customer base, we have troops that are
stationed all over the world in remote loca-
tions, this is just a good situation for us.”

Napster’s
usual fee to
download a sin-
gle track is 99
cents, according
to its Web site.
Exchange cus-
tomers can
download a song for 88 cents each, an 11

percent discount, McWhorter said.

Napster’s fee to download an entire CD

is about $9.95, but AAFES customers can

grab an CD online for about $8.95, about 10
percent cheaper. For $8.95, servicemem-
bers can get Napster’s subscription ser-

vice, which nor-
mally costs
$9.95, accord-
ing to its Web
site.

Customers
can access Nap-
ster through

www.CentricMall.com, a Web site with 40

online vendors available to authorized ex-

change customers. They can pay for the

music through the Military Star Card cred-

it card or other accepted credit cards.
AAFES began looking to team up with a

music downloading service because cus-
tomers had asked for it, McWhorter said.
Digital MP3 players have become big sell-
ers at AAFES stores worldwide.

Angela Terry, AAFES vice president for
direct marketing, said offering music
through the Internet will allow them to sat-
isfy the music demands of overseas person-
nel or those deployed around the world.

“You know, we have a lot of different
sized stores out there and they can’t always
carry deep catalogues of music,” Terry
said. “This provides us an alternative to
providing that deep catalogue to our cus-
tomers no matter where they are.”

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:

schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY MARNI MCENTEE

Stars and Stripes

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germa-
ny — A new computer program
will give air traffic controllers and
pilots a more accurate “roadmap
of the sky,” thanks to the first soft-
ware upgrade in 20 years.

U.S. Air Forces in Europe Ter-
minal Instrument Procedures spe-
cialists — who provide terrain
models and map out obstacles for
pilots approaching airfields —
just completed a two-week train-
ing program in the new system,
said Capt. Mack Coker, command-
er of the USAFE Air Procedures
Flight.

The USAFE specialists develop
the flight books used by pilots to
navigate into airfields in the Euro-
pean Command and Central Com-
mand areas of operation.

The old computer program al-
lowed the specialists to account
for up to 10,000 obstacles — such
as radio and electrical towers —
in a 100 nautical-mile area. The
new program allows them to ac-
count for 23 million obstacles in
the same area.

The new system allows the air-
men to look at an airfield with a
3-D perspective, so they can see
whether a tower or other obstacle
would interfere with an aircraft
approach.

The program was developed by
the Canadian company Mac-
Donald Dettwiller.

The new system will be up and
running in about two weeks, he
said. The airmen also have to
re-create about 875 aircraft ap-
proach procedures for the re-
gions they cover, using the new
program, said Master Sgt. John
Figgins, noncommissioned offic-
er in charge of the flight.

It also allows them to build in in-
ternational civil aviation require-
ments — especially important as
Ramstein begins accepting
flights from Rhein-Main Air Base
next year. Under the terms of that
transition, the Air Force must
abide by the international civil
aviation standards, Figgins said.

E-mail Marni McEntee at:

mcenteem@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Exchange customers can download cheaper

Computer
upgrades
headed to
Ramstein
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The post office at NAS Kefla-
vik, Iceland, received the highest
possible score following an in-
spection last week by the U.S. Na-
vy’s postal adviser in Europe.

“They got a perfect score,”
Chief Petty Officer Victor Gonza-
lez said in the news release an-
nouncing the inspection results.
“Out of 282 points possible, they
received 282. It’s the best post of-
fice I’ve seen in theater so far.”

Gonzalez, based in Naples,
Italy, spent three days at the base
doing the inspection. He has visit-
ed every post office in theater, in-
cluding those on ships assigned
to Europe.

Gonzalez looked at everything
from the handling of registered
mail and money orders to custom-
er service and transportation of
mail, the release said.

Senior Chief Petty Officer
Shawn Gibbons, the postal offic-
er at the base, was pleased with
the report.

“To be honest with you, based
on our reputation, I’m not sur-
prised,” he was quoted as saying
in the release. “My folks do take
pride in what they do.”

Gonzalez agreed.
“These guys have done an out-

standing job, all the way from se-
nior chief to the seamen,” he said
in the release.

According to the release,
Gonzalez said he usually has
some advice or suggestions for
postal crews, but he could think
of nothing to help the Keflavik
staff.

“Normally, I do have some-
thing to say,” he said. “So that
shows how well they’re running
this operation, how impressive.

“The only suggestion I had
was, please keep doing what
they’re doing,” he said.

STEPHEN WILLIAMS/Courtesy of U.S. Navy

A postal service employee unloads the mail picked up from the Keflavik

Airport in Iceland. The mail is then sorted and prepared for the day’s

mail call. The post office at Naval Air Station Keflavik received a

perfect score during a recent inspection.

Navy officer gets jail
time for wearing
12 unearned medals

The Associated Press

QUANTICO, Va. — A Navy of-
ficer has been sentenced to near-
ly four months in prison for
wearing 12 medals he didn’t
earn.

Capt. Roger Edwards, 54, of
Mayo, Md., was sentenced Fri-
day after pleading guilty to one
charge of wearing the ribbons,
which include the Silver Star,
Distinguished Flying Cross and
four Purple Hearts.

He is being held in a Marine
Corps brig.

A military psychiatrist told
the general court-martial that
Edwards suffered from post-
traumatic syndrome from his
service in the Vietnam War, as
well as depression and a “narcis-
sistic personality.”

“He wanted to live up to the
expectations people had of
him,” defense attorney Charles
Gittins said.

A tipster reported Edwards to
a Navy Inspector General hot
line.

But, according to Gittins, Ed-
wards’ military record, which
spanned 36 years, didn’t need
padding.

It included a stint as execu-
tive assistant to the Marine
Corps’ top medical officer. In Oc-
tober 2002, he was made an
“Honorary Marine,” one of the
Marines highest honors.

Most recently, Edwards was
in a unit credited with saving
Marines’ lives during Operation
Iraqi Freedom.

Gittins said it was unusual for
an officer to be imprisoned for a
nonviolent offense.

He said he would ask Navy of-
ficials to intervene and have Ed-
wards released.

Under the plea agreement,

the secretary of the Navy will de-
termine Edwards’ final rank.

It could be the last rank he
achieved before he started wear-
ing the unearned medals. He
also will be allowed to keep his
retirement benefits.

If the case had gone to trial,
Edwards would have faced up
to six months confinement, dis-
missal from the service and for-
feiture of all pay and retire-
ment.

He was scheduled to retire in
August 2003 but was held on ac-
tive duty because of the legal ac-
tions.

Edwards, an ordained Episco-
pal priest at St. Andrew the Fish-
erman Church in Mayo, also
could lose his right to serve as a
priest, as well as his pharma-
cist’s license in Virginia.

A spokesman for Robert Ih-
loff, the Episcopal Church’s bish-
op of Maryland, said Edwards
could not serve as a priest be-
cause of the court-martial. Sub-
stitute ministers are caring for
the church in the interim, Ih-
loff’s office said.

Edwards was considered
well-liked and a good friend by
members of the congregation.

“We know him as an excellent
priest, and our love and prayers
are with him as a parish,” Marie
Ciarochi, Edwards’ assistant in
the church office, told The (An-
napolis) Capital.

At Friday’s hearing, Edwards
fought back tears while he read
a statement admitting guilt.

“The wrongful wearing of
those devices diminishes those
awards and respect to those indi-
viduals who were authorized to
wear them,” he said.

The conviction was first re-
ported in the Marine Corps
Times on Monday.

Try this on for size

MICHAEL TOLZMANN/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Staff Sgt. John Sanchez, of the 236th Medical Company (Air Ambulance), based in Landstuhl, Germany,

allows children to try on his flight helmet at the Stara Zagora University Hospital in Bulgaria. Sanchez’s flight

team arrived on a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter at the hospital to help establish potential emergency treat-

ment during exercise Bulwark ’04. The monthlong exercise ends this week.

Post office at NAS Keflavik, Iceland, gets top marks

Delivering a winner

Soloists to perform

Two renowned soloists will per-
form with the U.S. Army Europe
Band and Chorus during a free
concert Sept. 1 in Plankstadt, Ger-
many.

Zenon Kitowski, the principal
clarinetist with the Polish Radio
and Television Orchestra in War-
saw, and Sgt. Maj. Woody En-
glish, who has performed in Wash-
ington, D.C., with the United
States Army Band for more than
26 years, will take part in the con-
cert, set for 7:30 p.m. at the Me-
hrzweckhalle in Plankstadt.

Plankstadt is located on the
L543 between Heidelberg and
Schwetzingen.

The concert will include a vari-
ety of selections from the band.

Admission is free and tickets
are not required.

For more information, call
06202-80-6146 or visit the band’s
Web site at: http://www.1per-
scom.army.mil/BAND/default.
htm.

Hanau’s commander

HANAU, Germany — Col. Her-
man “Tracy” Williams III will be-
come commander of the 104th
Area Support Group in a ceremo-
ny Wednesday.

Williams, who comes to Hanau
from the Army War College at
Carlisle Barracks, Pa., takes over
for Col. George A. Latham.

Latham left Hanau on Aug. 3 to
serve as the U.S. Central Com-
mand’s director of force protec-
tion, forward, in Qatar.

The 104th Area Support Group
has control over four base sup-
port battalions: the 221st BSB in
Wiesbaden, the 222nd BSB in
Baumholder, the 284th BSB in
Giessen and the 414th BSB in
Hanau.

The ceremony is set for 10 a.m.
Wednesday at Yorkhof Casern,
Hanau.

From staff reports

PAGE 8 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · Friday, August 13, 2004



Friday, August 13, 2004 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · PAGE 9



BY PAUL GEITNER

The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — The incoming
chief of the European Union’s executive
branch unveiled his team for the next five
years Thursday, giving key posts to re-
form-minded figures in a bid to spur Eu-
rope’s sluggish economic growth.

Aware of the public skepticism and apa-
thy that usually confronts the Brussels bu-
reaucracy, European Commission Presi-
dent-designate Jose Manuel Barroso also
created a new job — vice president in
charge of communication strategy — and

tapped Margot Wall-
strom, a personable
Swede, to fill it.

“I want to put the
commission in the
driving seat of a Eu-
rope that benefits our
citizens,” Barroso
told reporters. “Peo-
ple need to know
what the European
Union does and why.”

Barroso said the
main message he
wanted to send was a
commitment to gener-

ating jobs and growth in Europe’s hide-
bound economies and to allay public fears
about globalization, outsourcing and liber-
alization.

“We must seek new high-tech means to
foster growth while maintaining our indus-
trial base,” Barroso said. “Only by creating
new jobs can we build on our successful Eu-
ropean social model.”

While giving Germany and France —
two of the continent’s
biggest, albeit weak-
est, economies — tradi-
tional heavyweight
portfolios, he demon-
strated an early will-
ingness to tilt against
the Paris-Berlin axis
by handing some of
the most influential
jobs to what he
termed “reform-mind-
ed commissioners.”

Arguably the most
important portfolio —
competition, which

covers antitrust and state aid policy — went
to Neelie Kroes, a former Dutch minister
and trained economist, who unlike her pre-
decessor also has extensive experience in
the business world.

Italy’s Mario Monti, who holds the post
until the current commission’s five-year
mandate expires at the end of October,
made a name for himself in global markets
by taking on the likes of General Electric
Co. and Microsoft Corp.

He spent most of his career in academia
and was often criticized — especially in the

United States — for relying too much on
questionable economic theories.

Ireland’s Charlie McCreevy was put in
charge of market rules within the 25-nation
bloc, including financial services, while tax-
ation was given to Latvia’s Ingrida Udre, a
sign that efforts by France and Germany to
impose uniform corporate tax rates would
not go far.

McCreevy, Irish fi-
nance minister since
1997, presided over
the EU’s most dynam-
ic economy, spurred
by pro-business poli-
cies and relatively
low business taxes —
a model copied by
many of the new
countries that joined
the EU last May, in-
cluding Latvia.

British Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair’s
close friend, Peter
Mandelson, takes over the trade portfolio,
as well as the “international dimension of
competitiveness.”

Mandelson, who helped Blair inject
more free-market policies into the British
Labour Party, will now be charged with
seeing through the final stages of global
trade talks.

“Europe will continue to benefit from glo-
balization as long as trade and investment

are further liberalized and if Europe pre-
serves its long-term competitiveness, its ca-
pacity for innovation and its social market
economy,” Mandelson said in a statement.

France and Germany both got vice presi-
dencies — Barroso
named five in all in the
25-member commis-
sion — but less glamor-
ous portfolios.

Jacques Barrot, a
close ally of French
President Jacques
Chirac, was put in
charge of transport,
while Germany’s
Guenter Verheugen
will have responsibili-
ty for enterprise and in-
dustry.

German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder
had been pushing for Verheugen to be a
“super commissioner” overseeing all eco-
nomic issues, but Barroso kept that status
for himself, allowing Verheugen to focus
on making sure any new EU rules won’t un-
duly handicap EU companies that must
compete with U.S. and Asian rivals.

“It could work fairly effectively,” said
Alasdair Murray, senior analyst at the Cen-
tre for European Reform in London. “The
Germans were so upset about the (EU)
chemicals directive, they want anything
coming out of environment to be thorough-
ly checked.”

The Associated Press

TRIPOLI, Libya — Libya on Wednesday re-
jected a call from the United States for com-
pensation for U.S. victims of a 1986 Berlin
hotel/disco bombing, a day after Tripoli
signed a settlement for non-American vic-
tims.

German and Libyan officials signed a $35
million agreement Tuesday for 170 non-U.S.
victims of the April 5, 1986, bombing in west-
ern Berlin.

The attack killed three, including two U.S.
servicemembers, and injured more than 200.

Wounded Germans and the family of a slain
Turkish woman were covered by the deal.
Lawyers are seeking separate compensation
in U.S. courts for American victims.

On Tuesday, State Department spokesman
Adam Ereli welcomed news of the accord but
emphasized claims of U.S. victims must be re-
solved.

But Libyan Foreign Ministry spokesman

Hassouna al-Shawish rejected Ereli’s call.

“America instead should compensate Libyan
families who lost dozens of their children in the
war launched by [former President Ronald] Re-
agan on Libyan cities,” he said in comments car-
ried by Libya’s official news agency.

American fighters bombed Tripoli and
Benghazi in 1986, attacks that Libya says
killed 41 and injured 226.

The raids were ordered by Reagan after the
Berlin disco bombing.

Barroso

Libya rejects U.S. demand for bombing compensation

Mandelson

McCreevy

The Associated Press

BAKU, Azerbaijan — Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
thanked Azerbaijani President
Ilham Aliev on Thursday for his
country’s support in the war on
terrorism.

Rumsfeld spoke with Aliev on a
trip to visit U.S. allies in the region.

“We value that relationship,
the cooperation that your country
has demonstrated from the very
outset of the global war on terror,
your valuable assistance, effec-
tive assistance in both Iraq and
Afghanistan,” Rumsfeld said.

Defense Minister Gen. Col.
Safar Abiyev assured Rumsfeld
that his country is committed to
keeping 150 soldiers in Iraq.

Azerbaijan is the only predomi-
nantly Muslim country that has
contributed troops to the multina-
tional coalition in Iraq. Azerbaijan
also has 22 troops in Afghanistan.

“We are two allies, we work to-
gether on a variety of issues of
world importance, including in
our mutual agreement in the ener-
gy project, participating in creat-
ing a more secure and safe world,
our contribution to regional stabil-
ity and peace in the region,” Aliev
said, speaking in English.

Azerbaijan is seeking U.S. sup-
port in modernizing its military
and resolving a territorial dispute
with Armenia. The United States,
meanwhile, is appealing to Caspi-
an Sea nations as foils to Iran and
as sources of oil and gas.

BY SUZAN FRASER

The Associated Press

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkey’s
third deadly train accident in as
many weeks triggered fresh calls
Thursday for the resignation of
the country’s transport minister,
accused by many of mismanage-
ment.

Railway officials said a passen-
ger train from Ankara to Istanbul
sped past a red stop signal and
rammed into an oncoming train
in Wednesday’s crash near the vil-
lage of Tavsancil, about 50 miles
east of Istanbul. The accident
killed eight people and injured 88
others, officials said.

The collision once more high-
lighted problems in Turkey’s
aging rail network, where some
tracks date back to the 19th centu-
ry and have seen little improve-

ments.
Opposition lawmakers blamed

the crash on poor management of
the rail system and renewed their
calls for Transport Minister Bina-
li Yildirim to resign.

“If he doesn’t resign now, then
when?” asked Kemal Anadol, a
lawmaker from the opposition Re-
publican People’s Party. “How
many more people must die be-
fore he resigns?” said Ali Topuz,
another legislator.

Turkey’s daily Radikal newspa-
per also called on Yildirim and
other officials to step down with a
headline that read: “Are you still
going to sit on those chairs?”

The accident comes just three
weeks after a newly inaugurated
high-speed train from Istanbul to
Ankara derailed, killing 37 people
— one of the worst train accidents
in Turkey.

The July 22 derailment —
which occurred about 60 miles
from Wednesday’s crash — was a
major embarrassment to the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, who personally
launched the train in June. The
government has undertaken
three separate investigations into
that accident.

Three days after the derail-
ment, a passenger train slammed
into a minibus at a western rail-

road crossing, killing 15 people
and injuring four others.

Initial calls for Yildirim’s resig-
nation followed the train derail-
ment. Many accused him of press-
ing ahead with the high-speed
train project despite warnings by
experts about the risks.

Yildirim has rejected the calls
to step down.

“There is no situation that
would warrant my resignation,”
he said late Wednesday.

Kroes

Incoming EU chief unveils new commission

Azerbaijani president
praised for war effort

IN THE WORLD

Rumsfeld
thanks
U.S. ally

Turkey train crash
prompts calls for
official to resign

AP

People gather at a crash site Wednesday after two passenger trains

collided near the village of Tavsancil in Kocaeli province, Turkey.
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BY DAVID KRAVETS

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — The Cali-
fornia Supreme Court on Thurs-
day voided the nearly 4,000
same-sex marriages sanctioned
in San Francisco this year and
ruled unanimously that the city’s
mayor overstepped his authority
by issuing marriage licenses to
gay and lesbian couples.

The court said the city violated
the law when it issued the certifi-
cates, since both legislation and a
voter-approved measure defined
marriage as a union between a
man and woman.

The justices separately decided
with a 5-2 vote to nullify the mar-
riages performed between Feb.
12 and March 11, when the court
halted the weddings. Their legali-
ty, Justice Joyce Kennard wrote,
must wait until courts resolve the
constitutionality of state laws that
restrict marriages to opposite-sex
couples.

The same-sex marriages had
virtually no legal value, but power-
ful symbolism. Their nullification
by the high court dismayed Del
Martin and Phyllis Lyon, the first
same-sex couple to receive a mar-
riage license in San Francisco.

“Del is 83 years old and I am
79,” Lyon said. “After being to-
gether for more than 50 years, it is
a terrible blow to have the rights
and protections of marriage taken
away from
us. At our
age, we do
not have the
luxury of
time.”

The court
did not re-
solve wheth-
er the Cali-
fornia Consti-
tution would
permit a
same-sex
marriage,
ruling instead on the narrow
issue of whether local officials
could bypass state judicial and
legislative branches.

Chief Justice Ronald George
noted that Thursday’s ruling
doesn’t address “the substantive
legal rights of same sex couples.
In actuality, the legal issue before
us implicates the interest of all in-
dividuals in ensuring that public
officials execute their official du-
ties in a manner that respects the
limits of the authorities granted
to them as officeholders.”

The justices agreed to resolve
the legality of the weddings sanc-
tioned by Mayor Gavin Newsom
after emergency petitions were
filed by a conservative group and
the state’s top law enforcement of-
ficial, Attorney General Bill Lock-
yer.

San Francisco’s gay weddings,
which followed a landmark ruling
by Massachusetts’ top court allow-
ing gay marriage — prompted
President George W. Bush to
push for changing the U.S. Consti-
tution to ban same-sex marriage,
an effort that has become cam-
paign fodder this election year.

When the justices agreed in
March to hear the case, they said
they would decide only whether
Newsom overstepped his mayor-
al powers for now, but would en-
tertain a constitutional challenge
— that gays should be treated the
same as heterosexual couples
under the California Constitution
— if such a lawsuit worked its
way to the justices through the
lower courts.

Gay and lesbian couples imme-
diately acted on that invitation,
suing in San Francisco County Su-
perior Court alleging laws bar-
ring them from marrying were
discriminatory.

IN THE STATES

Calif. Supreme Court voids gay marriages
Ruling nullifies nearly 4,000 unions;
court says S.F. mayor went too far

Newsom

Molly McKay, right,

reads a California

Supreme Court ruling

to gay couples in San

Francisco on

Thursday. The decision

passed down by the

court nullified gay

marriages sanctioned

by San Francisco. The

court ruled Mayor

Gavin Newsom over-

stepped his authority

when he issued more

than 4,000 same-sex

marriage licenses

earlier this year.

AP
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BY PETE YOST

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Facing political
fallout from an unpopular deci-
sion to put a nuclear waste dump
in the state, President Bush is ral-
lying Republican support Thurs-
day in Nevada in hopes of repeat-
ing his victory of four years ago.

Bush was campaigning before
a friendly labor union, the United
Brotherhood of Carpenters and
Joiners, in Las Vegas, before
heading to Santa Monica, Calif.,
to raise money for the Republi-
can Party.

During a visit to Las Vegas ear-
lier in the week, Democratic rival
John Kerry tapped into voter
anger over Bush’s designation of
Yucca Mountain as the nation’s
nuclear waste repository.

The issue has stirred up such
strong feelings in Nevada that it
is creating a close race between
the president and the Massachu-
setts senator, according to recent
polls.

Kerry said Bush broke the
promise he made as a candidate
in 2000 to ensure science and not
politics determined his decision
whether to ship waste to Yucca
Mountain. Bush approved the site
after winning the presidency,
even though many scientific stud-
ies remained unfinished.

The Bush campaign has ac-

cused Kerry of switching sides on
the issue. Kerry has voted in the
Senate for some measures that
had provisions to allow nuclear
dumps there. But every time he
has faced the simple choice of vot-
ing whether or not to send waste
to Yucca Mountain, Kerry has
voted against it.

Sig Rogich, an aide to former
Presidents Reagan and Bush,
said Kerry is “pinning his hopes”
on the Yucca Mountain controver-
sy because “there’s nothing else”
for the Democrat to run on in Ne-
vada.

Adriana Martinez, chair of the
Nevada Democratic Party, says
Yucca Mountain is a recruiting
poster.

“We get several e-mails a day
from Republicans saying ‘We’d
like to volunteer,’” said Martinez.
“We definitely have a good shot.”

A recent federal appeals court
ruling raised questions about
whether the waste repository will
be built, or at least meet its target
of 2010 to begin operation. The
court ruled that the federal plan
for Yucca Mountain does not go
far enough to protect people from
potential radiation. Bush’s ener-
gy secretary, Spencer Abraham,
says the project is moving ahead.
Environmental groups and law-
yers for Nevada say the court’s re-
jection of proposed radiation ex-
posure limits could doom the
project.

BY DAVID TARRANT

The Dallas Morning News

DALLAS — If the first casualty
in war is the truth, as the old say-
ing goes, the truth about John
Kerry’s military service is under
fire from television and the book-
store shelves.

The group behind the attack,
the Swift Boat Veterans for
Truth, has accused Kerry of ev-
erything from exaggerating
claims to earn medals and Purple
Hearts to having his own film
crew capturing future campaign
footage during his tour in Viet-
nam almost 35 years ago. Many
date their anger at Kerry back to
his antiwar activities after he re-
turned from Vietnam, saying he
slandered veterans at the time.

But the group has come under
fierce counterattack by critics
who say that the men featured in
their ad did not serve directly
with Kerry and that their charges
are refuted by extensive military
records and numerous eyewit-
nesses closer to the action than
the group members.

The Kerry campaign even
notes that some of the accusers
were superior officers who gave
the candidate glowing perfor-
mance reviews.

An examination of the evidence

and interviews by The Dallas
Morning News with several key
witnesses on both sides reveals
differing accounts of Kerry’s war
actions, even 35 years later.

Retired Rear Adm. Roy Hoff-
mann, who organized the group,
says the members expected the
reaction.

“We’re not naive to think we’re
not going to get blasts,” said Hoff-
mann, who as commander of
Coastal Surveillance Force,
which included the fleet of swift
boats, was Kerry’s superior offic-
er.

Jim Rassmann, whose life was
saved by Kerry, told CNN that the
group’s campaign is “very disin-
genuous,” adding: “This is parti-
san motivation on his part and for
the part of his whole organiza-
tion.”

The escalating barrage contin-
ued Tuesday, with the release of a
new book targeting Kerry’s war
record and accusing the Demo-
cratic presidential nominee of dis-
torting his military service for po-
litical gain.

The book “Unfit for Command”
is co-authored by longtime Kerry
nemesis John O’Neill, a Houston
lawyer who followed Kerry as
commander of Patrol Craft Fast
94. The two squared off in the
early 1970s in a famous TV de-
bate about the war.

Kerry’s Vietnam actions
heat up election debate

KEN HELLE, ST. PETERSBURG TIMES/AP

Publix grocery store employees Jason Teach, left, and Jon Gerrity restock the shelves with drinking water

Wednesday in Tampa, Fla., as customers stock up on supplies before the arrival of Tropical Storm Bonnie

and Hurricane Charley.

BY MITCH STACY

The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — Hundreds of
thousands of Tampa Bay-area
residents were ordered Thurs-
day to get out of the way of a rap-
idly strengthening Hurricane
Charley, as its weaker sister, the
disorganized Tropical Storm Bon-
nie, blustered ashore in the Flori-

da Panhandle.

Charley, which had pumped
up to nearly 105 mph by early af-
ternoon, was expected to hit the
state’s western coast Friday, pos-
sibly bringing heavy rain, swirl-
ing tornadoes and a storm surge
of up to 12 feet to the Tampa Bay
and Fort Myers areas.

The back-to-back storms — the
first to menace the state so close
together since 1906 — had
prompted Gov. Jeb Bush to de-
clare a state of emergency for all
of Florida.

There were no reports of heavy
rains or flooding in the al-
ready-soaked areas of the Pan-
handle after Bonnie’s disorga-
nized center came ashore with
wind near 50 mph, and by noon
Apalachicola looked as if nothing
happened. The sun was shining
and the surf was calming down.

Charley loomed, however,
prompting evacuation orders
along coastal areas from the Flori-
da Keys to Tampa Bay.

Charley, which became a hurri-
cane Wednesday before spinning
by Jamaica, was heading past the
Cayman Islands and expected to
travel over western Cuba on its
track toward Florida.

Hurricane watches or warn-
ings were extended to include
most of Florida’s Gulf Coast, and

Charley was predicted to strike
the Keys and the Florida Gulf
Coast early Friday.

The evacuation from
flood-prone areas of Pinellas
County, which includes St. Peters-
burg, was the largest of its kind
ever ordered there. It was to take
effect at 6 p.m. Thursday. A simi-
lar order was issued for low-lying
areas of neighboring Manatee
County.

In the Keys, tourists had been
told to leave Wednesday, and the
order was expanded Thursday to
include a mandatory evacuation
of mobile homes in the lower
Keys.

The lone road to the mainland,
the Overseas Highway, was
blocked by an accident for more
than an hour Thursday morning,
slowing the evacuation.

Residents along Florida’s
southwestern coast were prepar-
ing for havoc, boarding up homes
with plywood and buying sup-
plies such as water, canned food
and batteries.

Sarasota resident Beth Ciom-
bor was at a Home Depot loading
two sheets of plywood onto her
minivan’s roof while her
2-year-old son watched.

“I’m on the verge of tears. It’s
so frightening,” Ciombor said.

Associated Press writers Ken Thomas
in Key West and David Royse in Apalach-
icola contributed to this report.

Florida tells Tampa-area
residents to flee storms

Bush appeals to Nev.
voters angered by
nuclear waste dump
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Doonesbury Flashbacks BY GARRY TRUDEAU

DECA, AAFES not the same

The writer of “Shop somewhere else”
(Aug. 3) stated: “[D]on’t bother shopping
at the commissary, shoppette, clothing
sales, or the post exchange either, since
those are managed by AAFES as well.”

It is important to understand that the De-
fense Commissary Agency and the Army
and Air Force Exchange Service are com-
pletely separate agencies. Misconceptions
often exist about how the two agencies op-
erate and the services they provide. DECA
and AAFES work closely on some coopera-
tive efforts, but are only similar because
they are both retail operations.

While the commissary is the military
counterpart to a civilian supermarket, the
exchange falls along the lines of a depart-
ment store.

Commissaries primarily sell uncooked
foodstuffs along with some household sup-
plies, magazines and health and beauty
products. Commissary prices are normal-
ly lower — saving customers an average of
30 percent — even though it is sold at-cost
with a 5 percent, congressionally mandat-
ed, surcharge added to pay for renovation
and construction of commissaries. Com-
missary salaries are paid by appropriated
funds.

Commissaries buy some products from
AAFES, such as selected breads, tobacco
products, sodas and some waters. AAFES,
in turn, often buys other products from
DECA Europe. Much of that merchandise
is shipped downrange to field exchanges.

If [the letter writer is] still not con-
vinced that we are separate, try finding
the headquarters … AAFES’s headquar-
ters is in Dallas, while DECA’s headquar-
ters is in Fort Lee, Va.

Gerri Young
DECA Europe

Casualty list is necessary …

“Get rid of death toll” (Aug. 3) regard-
ing Stars and Stripes’ decision to publish
the American death toll in Operation Iraqi
Freedom begs a response.

The media’s job is to report factual infor-
mation, which does include the incredibly
grim and sobering toll of just how many
American lives we have lost during this op-
eration. The number of dead is simply fact
and is above the tired argument of wheth-
er the media leans to the liberal or conser-
vative side.

Would [the letter writer] really prefer
the news outlets hide this number? The
number of American dead increases near-
ly daily, in spite of the number of cookies,
crayons and coloring books we distribute
to the Iraqi people. Somehow they still
find it in their hearts and minds every day
to make attempts on our lives.

Suggesting that the toll be compared to
or put in the sports section of the newspa-
per is in exceedingly poor taste and dis-
gusting. Comparisons of war to sport, or
that war is anything closely resembling a
game — as has been displayed in the
“bring it on” attitude propelled early in
the war by the current administration —
are immature and equally revolting.

Those who have left their lives here are
gone forever and should not be belittled by
such casual thinking that deaths here are
entirely “just part of the day” and another
statistic.

Being reminded daily of our sacrifice
here isn’t too much to ask compared to the
lifetime of grief faced by our casualties’
families. If the death toll here bothers or
upsets [the letter writer] on a daily basis,
it should.

1st Lt. Jeff Brown
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait

… and it should stay in paper

The whistles blew and up we went over
the wood-reinforced dirt walls that we
called home. Up to this point I felt blessed
to have spent “days” here.

Immediately, men began to fall back,
dead. Here was war and its toll in my face.
I didn’t need a journalist guessing at how
many were dying to remind me of the cost
— a single casualty, when face to face with
the source of his death, was all I needed.

Knowing the likelihood that my wife
was always running to obtain a newspa-
per, as my grandmother had during the
Civil War, hoping and praying my name
doesn’t appear is a constant stressor for
me. But, “should I die, Lord, please allow
someone to collect my body before I am un-
recognizable or covered by debris be-
tween the lines.”

Hidden within my story is the argu-
ment, beyond the public’s right to know,
that tactics employed during war have ev-
erything to do with why we need casualty
counts. Do you think that tactics employed
during the “Great War” had anything to do
with the changes in tactics after? I assure
you they are interconnected — only the
French seemed to have missed that boat.
Widespread knowledge of the human toll
of World War I led to new thinking, strate-
gies, tactics and procurements designed to
improve our lot.

Do you think that immediate calls for im-
proved armor in Congress generated from
representatives reading the daily defense
report? No, they came from a public

screaming at them to do more because of
what they were reading.

Keep reporting about our fallen broth-
ers and sisters — God bless them — for
our own sake.

Capt. Richard Hough
Kuwait

Playing games with anthems

The July 23 sports page headline “Jays’
Delgado takes a stand — by sitting” about
Carlos Delgado refusing to stand up when
“God Bless America” was played to pro-
test America’s foreign policy brought to
mind a related issue: Why do we play the
national anthem at ballgames?

We live in a social system that rather
strictly separates public affairs from pri-
vate-commercial matters. A public official
cannot accept private donations without
meticulous accounting; a police officer
cannot work as a private guard without
permission; presidents cannot accept for-
eign gifts while in office; in countless other
ways, we safeguard public integrity by for-
bidding the mixing of private interests and
public affairs.

Unlike the nations of the Old World, we
lack tradition or religion, or other subcon-
scious ways by which people are united. In
place of tradition or religion, we have cre-
ated their secular substitutes, such as the
Constitution, the flag and the national an-
them.

Ballgames, especially professional ball-
games, are private-commercial events.
They are private in that only those who
pay can enjoy them. The games are
staged, played and watched for private en-
joyment. Not a single factor in a profession-
al-commercial ballgame says it is a “pub-
lic” event. Only because a large number of
people gather — such as at the Super Bowl
— we confusedly think they are “public”
events.

A public event is one that is open to all
citizens free of charge. Any such public
gathering, for the sole purpose of promot-
ing and representing public good, is
deemed a public event.

It would be odd if “The Star-Spangled
Banner” were sung at a private wedding,
or the flag were displayed in someone’s
bathroom, or the irate customer recited
the Preamble to the Constitution to re-
dress his dissatisfaction at a restaurant.
Can we imagine a newlywed couple sing-
ing the national anthem just before they
consummate their marriage?

Apparently Delgado irritated the crowd
at Yankee Stadium. Without questioning
their inner motive for playing the song, we
can still question why such a patriotic song
is played at such a “nonpatriotic” gather-
ing.

We must stop playing the national an-
them or “God Bless America” (which has
a seminational-anthem status) at ball-
games. In their place, the National Foot-
ball League, the National Basketball Asso-
ciation or Major League Baseball can cre-
ate and play their own “corporate an-
them” if they wish. But not our “national”
anthem.

Jon Huer
Osan Air Base, South Korea

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY

BY BRIAN SEGEE

I
n a post-Sept. 11 world, a strong focus
on national security is inevitable and
understandable. But in at least one
area — the environment — the admin-

istration’s attempt to bypass environmental
regulations under the guise of national secu-
rity raises serious questions about what in-
formation is being kept from public view,
and the validity of the administration’s justi-
fication for doing so.

One important example of this is the De-
partment of Homeland Security’s recently
announced change in the way it will imple-
ment the National Environmental Policy
Act. Often called the Magna Carta of our na-
tion’s environmental laws, NEPA directs fed-
eral agencies to prevent damage to the envi-
ronment, provide information to the public
and include citizens in the decision-making
process. The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity’s proposed rules cast aside the princi-
ples of public participation and government
transparency by allowing the withholding of
large, ill-defined categories of information
and even entire NEPA analyses when such
information is determined to be “sensitive,”
“classified” or “protected.” A broad array of
agency activities will be exempted entirely
from environmental analysis under the new
rule as well.

Without doubt, Homeland Security faces a
daunting task in balancing the public’s right
to know and its duty to provide for safety
and security of the nation’s citizens. And, as
with any other government agency, it also
has the responsibility to ensure that its activi-
ties do not unduly harm the environment.

The difficulty of these tasks is further
heightened by the fact that many of the activ-
ities and much of the infrastructure regulat-

ed by the department — including hazard-
ous and toxic materials and storage, pipe-
lines and transmission systems, power
plants and biological research — are poten-
tial terror targets and potential environmen-
tal hazards. Although all can agree that truly
sensitive information should be protected,
who would not want to know whether a haz-
ardous chemical plant or gas pipeline was in
their neighborhood or near their children’s
schools? For 30 years, NEPA has ensured
that the public does know about such risks,
and that citizens have a voice in proposals
that affect their communities and their lives.

Unfortunately, by allowing for the with-
holding of information without providing for
narrow and specific definitions of terms
such as “sensitive” or “classified,” Home-
land Security’s proposed rule threatens this
vital democratic tradition. Without clear di-
rection, government and industry will tend
toward secrecy rather than openness, even
in instances that do not implicate national se-
curity.

Unchecked, Homeland Security’s propos-
al will allow activities with significant envi-
ronmental impact to go forward without pub-
lic review.

The Border Patrol, for example, has de-
ployed thousands of agents in the fragile
deserts of the southwestern United States in
an effort to stem undocumented immigra-
tion. These agents have constructed roads,
erected walls and fences, bulldozed desert
vegetation and conducted off-road vehicle
and low-elevation helicopter patrols in some
of that area’s most pristine wilderness. More-
over, the agency has now asked for unlimit-
ed off-road vehicle access within vast areas
of public lands rich with wildlife and rare
species, including designated wilderness

areas and national wildlife refuges. Even
under existing NEPA rules, it has resisted
meaningful public disclosure of these plans.

For the Border Patrol, Homeland Securi-
ty’s proposed rules will provide an easy ave-
nue to withhold information that rightfully
belongs in the public domain.

One of the most important lessons of the
Cold War was that excessive secrecy does
not improve our national security, but can
pose major environmental risks, erode gov-
ernmental accountability and destroy public
trust. One example is the Rocky Flats nucle-
ar plant near Denver, where major Cold
War-era plutonium fires and hazardous ma-

terial leaks were not revealed to the public
until nearly 30 years after the fact.

Thomas Jefferson said that “an informed
citizenry is vital to the functioning of a demo-
cratic society.” For the sake of both our envi-
ronment and our democracy, our society
must continue to err on the side of openness
rather than secrecy, and transparency rath-
er than unaccountability. The Department
of Homeland Security’s proposed environ-
mental rules unfortunately fail to live up to
these lofty but essential goals.

Brian Segee is associate counsel for Defenders of
Wildlife, a Washington, D.C.-based organization
that is dedicated to the protection of all native wild
animals and plants in their natural communities.

T
he Knights of Columbus jumped to
their feet and cheered wildly last
week when President Bush af-
firmed his opposition to gay mar-

riage and abortion at the Knights’ interna-
tional conference in
Dallas. But don’t think
that sexual morality’s
the only driving force
behind Catholic voters.

In fact, don’t assume
there’s a “Catholic
vote,” as some analysts
suggest. There is a
“Catholic force,” says
New Mexico Knight
Levy Lebya. But there
is not a monolithic
Catholic view on poli-
tics. Here’s why:

There are 65 million Catholics in the Unit-
ed States. They represent about 25 percent
of the public. There’s no way such a huge
number of people are going to think alike.
They clearly aren’t going to be a united front
when you consider there are Catholics here
from Latin America, Eastern Europe and
Ireland, to name just three places of origin.

What’s more, there are observant Catho-
lics along with nominal Catholics. Observant
Catholics actively attend Mass, pay attention
to the church’s teachings and derive their
identity from their Catholicism. Nominal
Catholics are less likely to have such a
strong identity.

The two also vote differently. Southern
Methodist University professor Matthew
Wilson studies Catholic voting patterns, and
he recalled in an interview last week that 60
percent of observant Catholics voted for
George W. Bush in 2000. Only 40 percent of
nominal Catholics did.

The Knights I interviewed last week, from

New Mexico to Delaware to Louisiana to
Kentucky, were concerned about personal
and sexual morality. But they were quick to
add education, the economy and health care
to their priorities. Francisco Gomez of New
Mexico captured their concerns when he
spoke about the need to care for individuals
who are left behind, such as the disabled.

This sentiment differs from what you see
at many GOP gatherings. At the Knights’
convention, there wasn’t the hostility toward
government that often permeates Republi-
can meetings.

Maybe that’s why President Bush empha-
sized in his speech that there’s a role for gov-
ernment in caring for the poor. Perhaps he
recognizes that he doesn’t have Catholics in
his hip pocket like he does many evangeli-
cals. …

“Catholics are a receptive audience for
the president, not a captive one,” says

SMU’s Matt Wilson. “They are torn in two
different directions.”

There’s a good reason for the tear. Catho-
lics have decades of social teachings to con-
sider. Unlike Protestants, they have state-
ments from their church’s hierarchy that
carry weight. And not all of them are about
abortion.

Look at the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops statement on faithful citizenship. Its
issues range from upholding the dignity of
all life, recognizing God’s preference for the
poor, respecting the rights of workers and
caring for God’s creation. To put it in politi-
cal terms, the bishops’ list of priorities cross-
es partisan lines.

What’s more, top Vatican official Cardinal
Joseph Ratzinger announced last month that
it’s OK for Catholics to vote for a candidate
who doesn’t oppose abortion. If a voter feels
a candidate’s position on other issues out-

weighs his or her stand on abortion, Cardi-
nal Ratzinger said, then the voter is free to
support that person.

It’s a shift from only a few months ago,
when Catholics were debating whether to
deny communion to a Catholic politician
who favors the right to an abortion. My
hunch is that it will help John Kerry with
nominal Catholics. (For the record, none of
the dozen Knights I interviewed supported
denying pro-choice Catholic John Kerry
communion. What struck me was their
sense that we are all sinners.)

Catholic voters remain a fascinating force
to watch. My hunch is that Bush and Kerry
will split Catholic voters as evenly as Bush
and Al Gore did in 2000. There are too many
different parts of American Catholicism for
one candidate to dominate.

William McKenzie is an editorial columnist
for The Dallas Morning News.

American Catholics won’t march to polls in lock step

William McKenzie

Environment suffers when ‘security’ is vague

OPINION
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A sail boat returns to its mooring

on Lake Champlain in Shelburne,

Vt., during a colorful sunset.

West Nile death

CA
LONG BEACH —
An 88-year-old

woman has died from
the West Nile virus,
bringing California’s
death toll from the mos-
quito-borne illness to
three. Another possible
death was suspected.

The latest con-
firmed victim, a
Long Beach woman
whose name
wasn’t released,
died Monday after spending near-
ly two weeks in the hospital, said
Dr. Darryl Sexton, the city’s health
officer.

The state’s two other confirmed
West Nile deaths were in San Ber-
nardino and Orange counties.

A spokeswoman from Kaiser
Permanente hospital in Panorama
City said preliminary tests showed
a 91-year-old Northridge woman
also died of the virus last week. Of-
ficials will conduct another blood
test to confirm the results.

Lottery litigation

MA
BARNSTABLE — Two cou-
ples are fighting in court

over ownership of a Massachusetts
Lottery scratch ticket worth $4 mil-
lion.

According to testimony in the
civil jury trial in Barnstable Superi-
or Court, which began Monday,
Julie Prive was a clerk at a Te-
deschi’s market in Falmouth in
2002, and began regularly collect-
ing discarded losing scratch tick-
ets. She entered these tickets in the
Clean Fun Sweepstakes, the lot-
tery’s second-chance game de-
signed to keep used tickets from be-
coming litter.

Prive said that while dou-
ble-checking the used tickets, she
found a winner worth $4 million.

However, Raymond MacDonald
and Monica Hertz claim the win-
ning ticket — No. 93 in the book of
$10 tickets — was among the 45
tickets they bought that day, May
17, according to their lawyer,
Leigh-Ann Patterson.

Murder before arson

SC
COLUMBIA — Three chil-
dren found dead in the

ruins of their burned home had
their throats slashed before one of
their parents set the fire, authori-
ties said Tuesday.

The father had recently been ac-
cused of molesting one of the chil-
dren.

Sheriff’s Capt. Glenn Williams
said officials are awaiting test re-
sults and plan to investigate fur-
ther, but added, “We do believe the
person that’s responsible died in
the fire.”

The bodies of Denia Meza, 14,
Denise Meza, 8, and Jayro Meza, 5,
were found in their charred beds
after the fire was extinguished
early Monday, said Williams.

Autopsies determined that Jose
Denis Meza, 39, and Marbely Zel-
don Meza, 30, died from smoke in-
halation and burns, but the chil-
dren were dead before the fire was
set, Williams said.

Crappy tour

IL
CHICAGO — A nice day on
the Chicago River suddenly

turned foul when black, smelly
gunk landed on tourists.

“I can only presume that per-
haps it’s human waste. There was
a very strong smell to it,” said

Anita Pedersen, spokeswoman for
the tour boat company.

Witnesses on the Chicago’s Lit-
tle Lady architecture tour Sunday
saw a large black tour bus dump-
ing liquid waste as their boat
cruised under a bridge, Pedersen
said. More than 100 passengers
were on the boat when the waste
poured onto the upper, open deck.

Fashion fakery

TX
HOUSTON — Federal in-
spectors are working to

stem the flow of knockoff Louis
Vuitton and Coach handbags and
other items coming from Houston,
which lags behind only behind
New York and Los Angeles in sup-
plying counterfeit products to the
rest of the nation.

Last year, U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement officials
seized fake goods valued at $22 mil-
lion in the Houston area alone.

Nearly all of these seizures led to
Harwin, a retail area in the west-
ern part of the city where police in
the past five years have made 70 ar-
rests on counterfeiting charges,
the Houston Chronicle reported
Sunday.

Pull me over

VT
VERNON — It’s not often
that police get pulled over

by a drunk driver.
It happened recently to Police

Chief Ian McCollin, who was in his
car when he spotted a driver look-
ing befuddled at an intersection.

Thinking the man might be lost,

McCollin stopped on
the side of the road.
The man pulled
alongside of him,

rolled down his win-
dow and announced

he was looking for an
officer to arrest him be-
cause he was drunk.

McCollin was so star-
tled he called for backup.
“I was just a little ner-

vous about it,” he said. “It
just wasn’t natural.”

The man, Bryan S. Condo,
28, showed a non-driver’s

I.D., and said his license had
been criminally suspended. He
said he already has been arrested
once for driving drunk.

Clown car theft

IA
ALTOONA — A clown isn’t
smiling now that someone

stole his clown car.
Delmer Jefferson drove the min-

iature, bright yellow tow truck in
parades. But on July 5, someone
stole the truck from the parking lot
of the Za-Ga-Zig Shrine in Altoona.

“I’m heartbroken,” said Jeffer-
son, whose been a clown for the
Shriners for more than 30 years. “I
can’t replace it. And it’s not worth
anything to anyone else. It’s a
clown car.”

Police Det. Jason Ferguson said
the theft is being investigated.

“This thing is so unique,” Fergu-
son said. “What would anyone do
with it?”

Fewer loggerhead turtles

NC
EMERALD ISLE — About
half the usual number of

loggerhead turtles have nested be-
tween North Carolina and Florida
this season, and scientists have no
explanation for the drop.

“It’s one of the lowest nesting
years through the last 20,” said
Larry Crowder, a professor at
Duke University Marine Laborato-
ry in Beaufort and member of the
Atlantic Loggerhead Sea Turtle Re-
covery team. “I don’t think it’s
time to say, ‘Oh my God, logger-
heads are going extinct.’ It’s just a
bad year. Obviously that can’t go
on too long.”

Loggerheads have laid about 300
nests in North Carolina and more
are expected to lay eggs through
August, said Matthew Godfrey, bi-
ologist for the N.C. Wildlife Re-
sources Commission Sea Turtle
Project.

ATV map flap

NH
CONCORD — Businesses
that sell or rent snowmo-

biles and off-road vehicles are re-
quired to give customers copies of
trail maps and relevant laws, but
they’ve been waiting two years for
the proper paperwork from the
state Fish and Game Department.

Under a 2002 law, buyers are
supposed to sign a disclosure state-
ment saying they are aware of the
rules and have received a map.
But Fish and Game officials said
they have not had time to create
the forms because they’ve been
busy with safety education classes
for teens and adults who violate
off-road vehicle laws.

Officials initially told the Con-
cord Monitor that the earliest they
expected to be in compliance was
late 2005 or early 2006. But they
later called the reporter to say the
forms will be ready before this
year’s snowmobiling season.

Matt Sweet, 16, heads for the water after leaping

off the high-dive at Brookside Pool in Ashland,

Ohio.

A queen butterfly comes in for a landing on a

tithonia flower in the Martha Jane Phillips Starr

Conservatory in Kingdom City, Mo.

Come sail away

Splashdown

Soft landing
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Devin Vargas, right, works out with trainer Chuck Moreno at Glass City Gym in

Toledo, Ohio.

Texas Department of Public Safety Trooper

Gregg Greer, right, and Trooper Nelson

map out the scene of a fatal accident along U.S. 69 near Bullard, Texas.

Twinkie lives on

ME
BLUE HILL — A Twinkie
standing the test of time on

the edge of a blackboard may be a
retiring science teacher’s lasting
legacy.

Roger Bennatti developed a rep-
utation as an innovative teacher
during his 31-year career at
George Stevens Academy, using
new methods to introduce students
to subjects he loved. But the leg-
end of the Twinkie looms over all.

Speckled with bits of mold, the
bright yellow cake still adorns his
lab. “We wanted to see what the
shelf life of a Twinkie was,” said
Bennatti. “The idea was to see how
long it would take to go bad.”

The Twinkie stayed on top of the
board through his career — joined
in later years by a Fig Newton —
and occasionally inspired new food
experiments. Bennatti estimates
the ever-yellow Twinkie is about
30 years old.

“It’s rather brittle, but if you
dusted it off, it’s probably still edi-
ble,” Bennatti said.

Man wins dogfight

TX
CORPUS CHRISTI — A
meter reader attacked by

two mixed-breed pit bulls Thurs-
day fought them off, killing one of
the animals by holding his knee to
the dog’s throat. The other was
shot dead by police.

Scott Rousslang, 24, was treated
and released from a Corpus Christi
hospital with bandages covering
more than 20 bite marks on his
hands, arms and legs.

Rousslang was attacked when
he jumped a fence to read a water
meter Thursday morning.

While one of the dogs bit into his
limbs, he threw the other one to
the ground and pressed a knee to
its throat.

Officers arrived, shooting and
killing the other dog.

Fuel plant plan

WY
RAWLINS — A Texas com-
pany is proposing a $2.75

billion plant to process coal into
diesel, electricity and other prod-
ucts.

Houston-based DKRW Energy
is hoping to open a coal gasifica-
tion and liquefaction facility on the
Medicine Bow River Ranch by
2008.

The plan would use technology
not yet in commercial use in the
United States to create
“ultra-clean” diesel fuel, other pe-
troleum products and low-cost elec-
tricity to send over a new transmis-
sion line to western markets,
DKRW partner Bob Kelly told the
Carbon County Commission.

Bank robbery a drag

TN
COLLIERVILLE — A mus-
tached man donning a

green sun dress made off with
$4,000 from a bank, but he didn’t
make the best-dressed list.

Witnesses say the bank robber
could have used a little fashion
help. But his girlie get-up helped
him get away.

Police were searching Tuesday
for the man who robbed a bank
while wearing a woman’s wig and
dress.

“It was a leaf design, but
muted,” a woman who witnessed
the holdup said of the robber’s
frock.

“He looked a mess,” said anoth-
er witness.

Supply copter crashes

WA
LEAVENWORTH — A he-
licopter crashed Wednes-

day while ferrying supplies to fire-
fighters in the Alpine Lakes Wilder-
ness in central Washington, killing
the pilot.

The pilot, identified by the U.S.
Forest Service as Mike Ward, 55,
of Clayton, Ga., was the only per-
son on board.

The cause of the crash, about 20
miles northwest of Leavenworth in
the North Cascades, was not imme-
diately known.

Note to self: Rob bank

KS
KANSAS CITY — If he’s
still keeping a to-do list,

John Sarver could add some new
entries: go to prison, and pay resti-
tution.

Sarver, 48, pleaded guilty in
April to robbing six banks, all in
suburban Johnson County, in 2002
and 2003. The last took place just
before Christmas, and Sarver was
arrested Jan. 2.

When police searched Sarver’s
house, they found a list including a
reminder to “rob bank.”

Sarver was back in court Mon-
day, drawing a prison sentence of
10 years and five months, plus two
years under supervision after he
gets out. U.S. District Judge Kath-
ryn Vratil also ordered him to
make restitution of $13,834.

Watching out for waste

NM
SUNLAND PARK — The
state Environment Depart-

ment conducted an early-morning
sweep Monday of a Sunland Park
landfill that raised suspicions last
week.

Monday’s action at the Camino
Real landfill uncovered two loads
the department termed problemat-
ic. Inspectors said the loads con-
tained hypodermic needles and
other infectious waste from dairy,
veterinary or medical operations.

Such infectious waste can pose
health hazards, particularly to
waste haulers and landfill work-
ers, he said. Illegally disposing of
medical waste can increase the
risk of contracting blood-borne ill-
nesses.

Bear after brew

MT
KALISPELL — A bear ap-
parently bumped over bar-

rels at a busted brewery and filled
up on fermented fruit waste.

It seems the bear gorged itself
on the remnants of fermented
fruit, part of the debris dumped on
the country property of Bill
Arkush, formerly doing business
as Glacier Valley Brandy, officials
said Tuesday.

Arkush said he arrived home
Monday evening to find a pile of de-
bris, equipment and barrels at the
entrance to his driveway.

Student center planned

VT
BURLINGTON — Universi-
ty of Vermont trustees ex-

pect to approve a $70 million stu-
dent center and theater complex
within the next month. The project
would be the costliest in the
school’s 213-year history. The
school plans to apply for permits
this week.

If it wins city and state permis-
sion, construction would begin
next spring. Completion is slated
for two years later.

Stories and photos from The Associated
Press

Alejandro Torres, 10, eats a toma-

to from the produce stand where

he and his older brother Jesus, 13,

work in Kent, Wash.

A wildfire burns near the Dryden Community Church in Dryden, Wash. This wildfire

forced the evacuation of dozens of homes in the area.

Chowing down

Stick and move

For the record

Line of fire

e s · M i d e a s t E d i t i o n · A u g u s t 1 3 , 2 0 0 4 PAGE 17



CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Summer is
the usual season for rolling
blackouts and extended, acci-
dental power outages. To save
yourself from spending hun-
dreds of dollars to restock your
refrigerator, here are some rec-
ommendations from the Ameri-
can Red Cross:

� If your area is prone to
blackouts, start by filling small
plastic containers with water
and freezing them. (Leave
some extra space at the top for
the water to expand.) Once the
power goes out, shift these con-
tainers into the fridge to keep
food cold longer.

� During the blackout, avoid
opening and closing the doors
to your refrigerator and freez-
er. If the power outage lasts for
more than two hours, pack cool-

ers with ice and refrigerated
items such as milk, other dairy
products, meat, fish and poul-
try.

� Once your power has re-
turned, check the fridge and
freezer temperatures with a
digital thermometer. Refriger-
ated food generally should not
be eaten if the fridge has been
without power for four hours or
more, or if the refrigerator tem-
perature has been above 40 de-
grees for two hours or longer.
Frozen food should not be
eaten or refrozen if the freezer
temperature has risen above 40
degrees or if the food no longer
has ice crystals.

� If you use medication that
must be refrigerated, check
with your doctor or pharmacist
before administering it after a
power outage.

� For more guidelines, visit
www.redcross.org.

BY STEPHANIE V. SIEK

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — It wasn’t long
after Joel Pekay’s triplets came
home from the hospital that he re-
alized the average retail store’s
baby section didn’t understand
the needs of multiple-birth par-
ents.

He and his wife shared caretak-
ing duties with grandparents and
a nursing staff, but no store of-
fered the family a product to help
them organize which baby’s
needs had been taken care of, and
at what time. By the time the trip-
lets were 3 weeks old, Pekay had
developed Baby Log, a spi-
ral-bound checklist.

“When there are people help-
ing out, you don’t always know
what’s going on.

“You’re at work, you come
home, and you don’t know [things
like] how much did Alec eat, how
much did Shayna eat, did they eat
enough, do they need a Tylenol,”
Pekay said.

Baby Log became more than an
aid for the Pekays — Joel Pekay
decided to sell it to other parents,
via the Internet and his personal
Web site, www.tripletpress.com.

Twins, triplets, quadruplets and
even larger multiple births
present huge challenges to par-
ents who are trying to take care of
several children at once, because
products designed for single ba-
bies are often of little help. But
some of these parents find an op-
portunity as they try to cope —
like Pekay, they end up inventing
products to help make child care
easier, and that other multi-
ple-birth parents are eager to buy.

More Than One Inc., started in
1995 by Angela Pacey and her
husband, offers nearly 300 prod-
ucts for parents of twins, triplets
and more. Pacey said the busi-
ness has grown exponentially,
and now earns more than $1 mil-
lion in sales each year through its
catalog and Web site, www.more
thanone.com.

The Web site offers products
such as strollers for triplets,
quads or quints; toddler tables
that can seat up to eight children
and dividers that allow more than
one baby to sleep in a single crib.

The company recently expand-
ed into manufacturing by purchas-
ing a company that made the
Anna Nursing Pillow, which al-
lows mothers to breastfeed two ba-
bies at once. That product was in-
vented by a mother of twins.
Many of the products More Than
One offers for parents of multi-
ples were not invented by parents,
but rather relatives watching the
parents struggle to keep up.

“We’re too busy just trying to
get through the day,” said Pacey,
who is also a mother of twins.
“It’s often a family member that
comes up with something.”

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro .................................................... $1.2591
British pound ........................................ $1.88
Japanese yen (Aug. 14) .................... 108.00
S. Korean won (Aug. 13) ................ 1,128.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) .................................... 0.377
British pound .................................... $1.8289
Canada (Dollar) ................................. 1.3238
Denmark (Krone) ............................... 6.0609
Egypt (Pound) .................................... 6.1800
Euro .................................................... $1.2214
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................ 7.7985
Hungary (Forint) ................................ 202.55
Iceland (Krona) .................................. 70.935
Israel (Shekel) .................................... 4.5372
Japan (Yen) ........................................ 110.72
Kuwait (Dinar) .................................... 0.2947
Norway (Krone) ................................. 6.7760
Philippines (Peso) ................................ 55.59
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ......................... 3.7501
Singapore (Dollar) ............................ 1.7151
S. Korea (Won) ............................... 1,157.30
Switzerland (Franc) ........................... 1.2530
Thailand (Baht) .................................... 41.53
Turkey (Lira) .................................. 1,470,588

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
London close

Gold ................................................... $394.10
Silver ..................................................... $6.51

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 4.50
Discount rate ......................................... 2.50
Federal funds market rate ................. 1.50
3-month bill ............................................ 1.47
30-year bond .......................................... 5.06
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America, Bloomberg.com

Fight fridge failure

Dear Tom and Ray:
I am looking for a floor jack

for my personal use and need
some advice on how big a jack I
need to get. I know that a
two-ton jack would be plenty to
work on a regular car — e.g., a
Civic, Altima, etc. However, we
also happen to own a Chevy Sub-
urban with a gross vehicle
weight of 7,000 pounds. I tried
calling some shops and was told
by some that a one-and-a-half- or
two-ton jack would be enough,
since the jack
will not be lift-
ing the whole
truck. But
there were
some that said I need to get a
jack that is big enough to hold
the whole weight of the truck,
which would be more like three
or three and a half tons. What do
you recommend? If I have to get
a three-and-a-half-ton behe-
moth, I probably would not both-
er working on the Suburban on
my own. If I plan to work on
trucks and SUVs in the future,
do I need to get a jack with a
higher range? — Isao

TOM: Yes, you do. Our rule of
thumb is that a floor jack needs
to be rated for at least three-quar-
ters of a vehicle’s gross weight.
So, according to our rule, a
one-and-a-half-ton (3,000-
pound) jack could lift a car that
weighs as much as 4,000 pounds
— or two mothers-in-law.

RAY: So, if you want to work
on your 7,000-pound Suburban,
you’ll need to get a three-ton
jack, Isao.

TOM: Here’s why: It’s true
that a floor jack does not have to
lift all of the car’s weight. It has

to lift half of it — taking two
wheels off the ground. But when
you operate at the limit of the
jack’s ability, two things hap-
pen.

RAY: One is that it gets very
hard to lift the car. But second,
and more importantly, you leave
no room for error. And unless
the jack is absolutely, perfectly
centered and the weight of the
car is perfectly centered (which
you can’t always count on), the
jack’s linkage bars can begin to

distort under
the maxi-
mum weight,
causing the
jack to flip

and the car to come crashing
down.

TOM: It’s never good to oper-
ate anything at the absolute limit
of its ability. For instance, some
scientists say a man can go seven
days without water in 90-degree
heat, as long as he doesn’t move.
Does that mean we should all lie
down and wait seven days be-
tween drinks?

RAY: Similarly, you don’t
want to be under a Chevy Subur-
ban that’s held up by a jack that’s
quavering at the limit of its abili-
ties.

TOM: So, you have three choic-
es, Isao. You can get a three-ton
jack, or let someone who has one
work on your Suburban. Or, alter-
natively, you can buy a set of
properly rated ramps, and use
those to get enough clearance to
work under all of your cars.

Got a question about cars? Write to
Click and Clack in care of this newspa-
per, or e-mail them by visiting the Car
Talk section of cars.com on the World
Wide Web. Distributed by King Features
Syndicate Inc.

Moms of

invention
Multiple-birth
parents come up
with solutions

Click and Clack
Tom and Ray Magliozzi

WEDNESDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,753.63 9,146.62 Dow Jones Industrials 9,938.32 -6.35 -.06 -4.93 +7.19
3,212.45 2,570.74 Dow Jones Transportation 3,049.89 +5.02 +.16 +1.42 +17.35

286.15 234.66 Dow Jones Utilities 285.07 +1.09 +.38 +6.81 +19.81
6,798.12 5,520.43 NYSE Composite 6,278.60 -16.51 -.26 -2.51 +12.73
1,278.81 950.85 Amex Index 1,211.55 -6.62 -.54 +3.24 +25.88
2,153.83 1,646.59 Nasdaq Composite 1,782.42 -26.28 -1.45 -11.03 +5.68
1,163.23 974.21 S&P 500 1,075.79 -3.25 -.30 -3.25 +9.32

618.46 483.83 S&P MidCap 557.77 -3.57 -.64 -3.17 +13.31
606.42 453.94 Russell 2000 526.63 -3.20 -.60 -5.44 +12.66

11,371.14 9,372.84 DJ Wilshire 5000 10,417.08 -35.66 -.34 -3.54 +9.87

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 14 58.69 +.41 +1.6
Armor Holdings ... 33 34.26 -.60 +30.2
Boeing .80 15 49.68 +.27 +17.9
Computer Sciences ... 15 43.00 -1.20 -2.8
Engineered Sup Sys .07 21 47.05 +.07 -14.5
General Dynamics 1.44 17 96.20 +.02 +6.4
General Electric .80 21 32.20 +.11 +3.9
Halliburton .50 ... 29.09 -.74 +11.9
Harris Corp. .40 23 45.00 -1.48 +18.6
Allied Signal .75 22 35.63 +.16 +6.6
L-3 Communications .40 19 60.41 -.39 +17.6
Lockheed Martin .88 21 53.01 -.21 +3.1
NorthrpG s .92 20 51.92 -.08 +8.6
Raytheon .80 75 34.50 -.13 +14.8
Rockwell Intl. .66 21 37.32 -.30 +4.8
Sequa Corp. ... 38 50.50 -.35 +3.1
Texas Instruments .09 23 18.54 -1.37 -36.9
Textron Inc. 1.30 33 62.40 +.34 +9.4
United Technologies 1.40 18 91.89 +.61 -3.0

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Lucent 436120 2.86 -.15
TexInst 293959 18.54 -1.37
NatSemi s 249660 13.48 -2.22
NortelN lf 240726 3.35 -.23
Agere 218412 1.22 -.10
Pfizer 148193 31.77 +.46
Motorola 147453 14.33 -.81
ExxonMbl 145953 45.13 +.11
Corning 143364 10.66 -.44
AgereB 143174 1.14 -.09

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Nasd100Tr 1184560 32.92 -.27
SPDR 524944 108.16 -.06
SemiHTr 259294 29.59 -1.27
DJIA Diam 66375 99.71 +.14
iShRs2000 64468 104.88 -.14
SP Engy 47243 31.15 -.16
iShJapan 43841 9.70 +.08
BemaGold 34432 2.10 -.08
RetailHT 30986 85.00 -.68
SP Fncl 28902 27.75 +.06

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Cisco 1769055 18.29 -2.17
Intel 605511 22.16 -.38
Microsoft 521264 27.41 -.31
Oracle 433364 10.19 -.41
ApldMatl 396433 16.26 -.64
SiriusS 336097 2.16 -.11
JDS Uniph 315107 3.09 -.11
Brdcom 281234 29.21 -3.67
Yahoo s 247241 27.42 +.27
SunMicro 234396 3.49 -.10

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 34.95 +.01 -1.4
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 45.92 -.09 -8.3
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 25.48 -.10 -4.4
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 38.23 -.09 -2.3
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 17.43 +.01 -1.0
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 15.30 -.01 -1.9
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 28.15 -.24 -6.8
AIM Investments A: Const p 19.68 -.18 -8.5
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.08 +.01 +2.0
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 26.95 -.12 -5.9
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 29.58 -.15 -5.9
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 25.67 -.10 -.5
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 19.48 -.09 -3.0
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 11.18 -.10 -7.5
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 7.23 -.02 -3.1
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 11.67 -.04 -1.9
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 26.08 -.07 -.5
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 37.07 -.17 -3.5
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 14.79 -.08 -6.3
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 12.90 -.10 -14.0
Scudder Funds S: Income S 12.87 ... +2.3
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.26 +.01 +1.7
Scudder Funds S: Devel 16.51 -.14 -12.4
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 12.31 -.02 +.6

YOUR MONEY

Be sure jack has your
back when under SUV

AP

Laura Masuda of Edina, Minn., ties together the legs of her 4-year-old

triplets, from left, Hannah, Grace and Tyler, in preparation for a

four-legged race, one of the events at the annual Triplet Connection

Convention last month at the Renaissance Hotel in St. Louis.
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 71 60
Bahrain 111 86
Beijing 82 64
Beirut 88 76
Bermuda 86 77
Caracas 84 65
Helsinki 63 46
Hong Kong 94 82
Lisbon 82 65

HI LO
Manila 85 76
Mexico City 74 53
Montreal 75 58
Riyadh 113 83
Rio de. Jan 73 60
Seoul  94 71
Sofia  87 54
Sydney 69 52
Tokyo 92 78

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 65 43
Dakar  89 78
Freetown 81 74
Kinshasa 83 67

HI LO
Mogadishu 84 72
Nairobi 78 52
Rabat   81 67
Tripoli 106 75

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 83 61 Cldy
Akron,Ohio 70 52 Cldy
Albany,N.Y. 71 62 Rain
Albuquerque 86 63 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 77 60 Rain
Amarillo 79 59 PCldy
Anchorage 66 53 PCldy
Asheville 76 59 Cldy
Atlanta 79 65 PCldy
Atlantic City 77 66 Rain
Austin 87 62 PCldy
Baltimore 79 64 Rain
Baton Rouge 83 59 Clr
Billings 86 56 Clr
Birmingham 80 59 PCldy
Bismarck 76 48 Clr
Boise 101 67 Clr
Boston 77 66 Rain
Bridgeport 74 66 Rain
Brownsville 93 72 PCldy
Buffalo 67 55 Rain
Burlington,Vt. 72 57 Rain
Caribou,Maine 66 63 Rain
Casper 78 44 Clr
Charleston,S.C. 85 73 Rain
Charleston,W.Va. 74 55 Cldy
Charlotte,N.C. 84 65 Rain
Chattanooga 80 59 PCldy
Cheyenne 76 50 Clr
Chicago 68 52 PCldy
Cincinnati 70 53 Cldy

Cleveland 70 54 Cldy
Colorado Springs 74 53 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 84 68 PCldy
Columbus,Ga. 84 67 PCldy
Columbus,Ohio 70 53 Cldy
Concord,N.H. 73 64 Rain
Corpus Christi 92 68 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 89 66 PCldy
Dayton 69 52 Cldy
Daytona Beach 86 76 Rain
Denver 79 53 PCldy
Des Moines 72 51 PCldy
Detroit 71 55 Cldy
Duluth 69 48 PCldy
El Paso 92 70 PCldy
Elkins 68 50 Rain
Erie 69 56 Cldy
Eugene 87 54 Clr
Evansville 75 54 PCldy
Fairbanks 72 55 Cldy
Fargo 70 50 PCldy
Flagstaff 77 52 Rain
Flint 69 51 Cldy
Fort Smith 84 59 PCldy
Fort Wayne 70 52 PCldy
Fresno 101 69 Clr
Goodland 77 53 PCldy
Grand Junction 95 64 Clr
Grand Rapids 68 48 PCldy
Great Falls 87 52 Clr
Green Bay 70 50 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 83 64 Cldy

Harrisburg 75 60 Rain
Hartford Spgfld 76 63 Rain
Helena 88 55 Clr
Honolulu 90 76 PCldy
Houston 88 62 PCldy
Huntsville 79 55 PCldy
Indianapolis 71 51 Cldy
Jackson,Miss. 80 56 PCldy
Jacksonville 85 72 Rain
Juneau 70 53 PCldy
Kansas City 74 53 PCldy
Key West 88 80 Rain
Knoxville 78 59 PCldy
Lake Charles 85 61 PCldy
Lansing 69 45 PCldy
Las Vegas 104 82 PCldy
Lexington 53 77 PCldy
Lincoln 74 52 PCldy
Little Rock 80 58 PCldy
Los Angeles 82 65 PCldy
Louisville 56 78 PCldy
Lubbock 80 61 Cldy
Macon 84 66 Cldy
Madison 7 63 Clr
Memphis 78 60 PCldy
Miami Beach 88 79 Rain
Midland-Odessa 82 63 Rain
Milwaukee 67 53 PCldy
Mpls-St Paul 72 55 PCldy
Mobile 84 62 Clr
Montgomery 83 61 PCldy
Nashville 76 56 PCldy

New Orleans 83 67 Clr
New York City 76 68 Rain
Newark 76 67 Rain
Norfolk,Va. 83 71 Rain
North Platte 77 52 PCldy
Oklahoma City 82 60 PCldy
Omaha 71 53 PCldy
Orlando 86 76 Rain
Paducah 76 53 PCldy
Pendleton 103 65 Clr
Peoria 72 50 PCldy
Philadelphia 80 67 Rain
Phoenix 102 81 PCldy
Pittsburgh 71 53 Cldy
Pocatello 93 60 Clr
Portland,Maine 69 62 Rain
Portland,Ore. 89 61 Clr
Providence 78 66 Rain
Pueblo 81 56 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 86 68 Cldy
Rapid City 78 49 Clr
Reno 96 64 PCldy
Richmond 83 68 Rain
Roanoke 78 60 Rain
Rochester 66 55 Rain
Rockford 70 49 PCldy
Sacramento 92 59 Clr
St Louis 74 54 PCldy
St Thomas 88 78 Rain
Salem,Ore. 89 57 Clr
Salt Lake City 95 65 PCldy
San Angelo 83 61 Cldy

San Antonio 87 65 PCldy
San Diego 75 66 PCldy
San Francisco 72 55 PCldy
San Jose 74 59 PCldy
San Juan,P.R. 89 78 Rain
Santa Fe 81 53 PCldy
St Ste Marie 67 51 PCldy
Savannah 85 72 Rain
Seattle 84 57 Clr
Shreveport 84 60 PCldy
Sioux City 74 52 PCldy
Sioux Falls 73 50 PCldy
South Bend 67 53 PCldy
Spokane 96 66 Clr
Springfield,Ill. 72 51 PCldy
Springfield,Mo. 75 50 PCldy
Syracuse 69 57 Rain
Tallahassee 84 70 Rain
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 85 76 Rain
Toledo 70 52 Cldy
Topeka 75 52 PCldy
Tucson 97 75 PCldy
Tulsa 82 61 PCldy
Tupelo 78 56 PCldy
Waco 89 63 PCldy
Washington,D.C. 79 66 Rain
W.Palm Beach 88 79 Rain
Wichita 79 56 PCldy
Wichita Falls 86 63 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 74 59 Rain
Wilmington,Del. 79 66 Rain
Yakima 103 61 Clr

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

FRANCE

SWEDEN

NORWAY

SWITZ.

ITALY

GERMANY

RUSSIA
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UKRAINE

NETH.
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BOSNIA
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IRELAND

BRITAIN
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LATVIA

ESTONIA

Munich
74/56
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Moscow
63/47

St. Petersburg
58/42

Kiev
79/53

Bucharest
85/60

Warsaw
76/49

Oslo
74/50

Berlin
74/57

Frankfurt
77/57

Stuttgart
77/61

Prague
74/53

Budapest
80/55

Copenhagen
73/57

Reykjavik
75/54

Dublin
69/57

Ramstein
77/55

Vienna
69/57

Geneva
68/55

Brussels
73/61

Istanbul
84/70

Athens
94/74

Souda Bay
87/71

Sigonella
95/68

Naples
86/68

Rome
85/64

Belgrade
89/62

Sarajevo
82/55

Tirana
92/62

Pristina
81/55

Tuzla
86/59

Aviano
82/66

Pisa
86/72

Paris
70/56

Nice
87/68

Barcelona
90/73

Madrid
90/61

Morón
90/72

Rota
90/68

Lisbon
82/65

Izmir
90/70

London
72/58

Lakenheath
73/61

Stockholm
70/52

Benelux: Mostly cloudy with rain-
showers and isolated thunderstorms.
Highs in the lower 70s and lows in
the lower 60s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers. Highs in the upper 60s
to lower 70s and lows in the upper
50s to lower 60s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy
with isolated thunderstorms in the
afternoon. Highs in the lower to mid-
80s and lows in the mid to upper
50s.

France: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
lower 70s and lows in the mid-50s in
the north. Highs in the upper 80s
and lows in the upper 60s in the
south.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with rainshowers and isolated thun-
derstorms. Highs in the mid to upper
70s and lows in the upper 50s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with rainshowers and isolated thun-
derstorms. Highs in the mid to upper
70s and lows in the mid-50s to lower
60s.

Hungary: Partly cloudy with isolated
thunderstroms in the afternoon.
Highs in the lower 80s and lows in
the mid-50s.

Northern Italy: Partly cloudy with iso-
lated thunderstorms. Highs in the
lower to mid-80s and lows in the
mid-60s to lower 70s.

Southern Italy: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the mid-80s to mid-90s and lows
in the mid to upper 60s.

Kosovo: Partly to mostly cloudy.
Highs in the lower 80s and lows in
the mid-50s.

Norway: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
mid-70s and lows in the lower to
mid-50s.

Portugal, Spain: Sunny. Highs in the
lower 80s on the west coast, lower
90s elsewhere. Highs in the lower
70s in the south and on the east
coast, 60s elsewhere.

Turkey: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
mid-80s on the north coast and
inland, lower 90s elsewhere. Lows in
the upper 50s inland, 70s elsewhere.

European forecast for 13 August 2004

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warn-
ings, and 5-day forecasts go to the
USAFE Operational Weather
Squadron home page at
https://ows.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:A1C
Michael Bouth

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only
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PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA
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INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
91/77

Baghdad
110/81

Kuwait City
117/84

Dhahran
113/84

Dubai
111/90

Zahedan
104/71

Karachi
97/80 Bombay

84/77

New Delhi
91/78

Kandahar
104/75

Kabul
98/62

Islamabad
95/76

Mazar-e-Sharif
108/87

Ashgabat
109/71

Tehran
101/76

Hyderabad
85/71

Tel Aviv
91/73

Cairo
94/75
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Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (London) 0538 0539
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 0613 0614
Sunset (London) 2026 2024
Sunset (Frankfurt) 2047 2046

Skopje
93/59•

•Stavanger
75/56

Lajes
78/65

New moon
08/16

First qtr.
08/23

Full moon
08/30

Last qtr.
09/06
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Clapton on the RockWalk

Grammy winner Eric Clapton has been inducted into
Los Angeles’ RockWalk — estab-
lished in 1985 to honor musicians
who have made a significant contri-
bution to the history of music — in
a private ceremony.

Clapton, 59, received a commem-
orative plaque and had imprints of
his hands and signature installed in
marble on Sunset Boulevard on
Monday.

He recently completed a North
American concert tour to promote
his latest CD, “Me and Mr.
Johnson.”

Previous inductees include The
Ramones, B.B. King, Chuck Berry, Janis Joplin and
Aerosmith.

Janet Jackson returns to television

Janet Jackson will guest-star as herself in an upcom-
ing episode of the NBC sitcom
“Will & Grace.”

The episode will air on Sept. 23,
Jackson told syndicated entertain-
ment TV show “Access Holly-
wood” in an interview that aired
Monday.

Her last prime-time role was as
Cleo Hewitt on NBC’s “Fame”
(1984-85). She also appeared in the
TV shows “Diff’rent Strokes” and
“Good Times.”

When asked about the upcoming
“Will & Grace” episode, Jackson
said it involves Sean Hayes’ charac-
ter, Jack McFarland, “trying out as a dancer.”

“There’s a little bit of a routine and they go on to do
their thing from there,” she said in excerpts of the inter-
view posted on the “Access Hollywood” Web site. “It’s
so funny. I have to catch myself because I’m cracking
up in rehearsals. It’s just funny to watch them. It’s hilari-
ous.”

Jackson’s breast-baring performance during the half-
time show at this year’s Super Bowl, seen by millions of
TV viewers, created an uproar.

Dean not quite ready for prime time

Former Vermont Gov. and presidential candidate
Howard Dean says he’s not ready to change careers

from political activist to talk-show
host.

Dean, whose Dean for America
presidential campaign has mor-
phed into the Democracy for Amer-
ica political action group, subbed
for the host of CNBC’s “Topic (A)
With Tina Brown” Sunday night.

His guests included comedian
Jon Stewart of Comedy Central’s
“The Daily Show.” They discussed
politics and the media.

Over the last several months,
Dean has reportedly been in talks

to host his own show. But he told Stewart he’s not yet
ready to start a new career.

Seriously, it’s Bill Cosby

When comedian Bill Cosby called Holyokie, Mass.,
Police Chief Anthony Scott to praise his battle against
street crime, the chief thought it
was a joke.

Scott told The Republican in
Springfield recently that it took
Cosby about a minute to convince
him of his identity. “I was floored,”
Scott said.

Cosby’s phone call came as the
67-year-old entertainer, who has a
home in the rural western Massa-
chusetts town of Shelburne, has
taken a personal interest in helping
to combat crime in the region’s cit-
ies.

He met last week with a mother in neighboring

Springfield whose 19-year-old twins were killed in sepa-

rate shootings. Cosby promised to help her organize a

community rally against street violence.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

the teen
queen

BY RICHARD HARRINGTON

The Washington Post

Hilary Duff just can’t keep a personal diary.
“I’ve tried before and it’s lasted about four days,” says the

16-year-old singer-actress. “I do keep one on my Web site so
all my fans can see what’s going on with me, but you know
what? When you’re busy, it’s really hard!”

Duff’s entry dated May 24 was datelined Toronto, where
Duff was filming the romantic comedy “The Perfect Man,”
in which she plays matchmaker for mom Heather Locklear.

This summer Duff starred in “A Cinderella Story,” a con-
temporary twist on the classic fairy tale, with a soundtrack
featuring four of her songs. Duff then embarked on a 33-city
concert tour. This month, she’ll complete her as-yet untitled
sophomore album, set for release Sept. 28 — her 17th birth-
day. Duff’s debut album, “Metamorphosis,” went triple plati-
num, outselling Britney Spears’ and Madonna’s last albums
combined. October sees the release of another film, “Raise
Your Voice.”

Maybe it’s a good thing she doesn’t keep a diary.
Who’d believe such fantasies?

“I feel lucky, I really do,” says Duff, calling from
Los Angeles recently. “Everything is so crazy for
me, and so surreal — I feel like such a normal girl in
this crazy whirlwind world. Sometimes I do feel like
it’s a fantasy and a fairy tale.”

Four years ago, it felt more like a bad dream
about to be deferred by a girl from Texas who’d
been an aspiring ballerina at 6, started doing ads and
commercials at 8, and moved to Los Angeles at 10
with her mother, Susan, and sister Haylie, then 12. Fa-
ther Bob stayed in Houston, where he owned a num-
ber of convenience stores, while the sisters studied
acting, auditioned like crazy, and got reject-
ed early and often.

At 12, she was ready to give up.
But there was one more call. Duff
told her mom she wasn’t going
up for the role.

“But they sent a plane ticket
to come back and audition for
it, and I said OK, though I
didn’t really care about the au-
dition. I went in and I guess I
did a good job.”

Indeed. At 12, Duff won the
title role in “Lizzie
McGuire,” a charming and
innovative series about the
awkward middle school
years that mixed live ac-
tion, stills, home movies
and animation. Perky, po-
lite, vulnerable and in no
great hurry to grow up,
Lizzie had an animated
alter ego to express her in-
nermost thoughts.

Parents liked the show;
more importantly, kids
identified with Lizzie. It
was the Disney Chan-
nel’s highest-rated
show after its 2001
debut, with 2 mil-
lion viewers per ep-
isode — mostly
“tweens,” 8- to
14-year-olds,

a newly defined, highly desired demographic. There are
some 25 million of them with an estimated buying and influ-
encing power (money spent directly and money they get
their parents to spend) of $500 billion annually.

And Hilary, with her sweet smile and golden blond hair,
suddenly became the “tween queen,” with a show that was
getting 375,000 e-mails a week.

In her two years on the show, Lizzie McGuire never sang,
though Hilary did, making her debut with “I Can’t Wait” on
the series’ platinum soundtrack album. She didn’t have to
wait long: “The Lizzie McGuire Movie,” in which Lizzie
graduates from middle school and goes to Italy on a class
trip, found a way for her to sing: seemed she was a dead ring-
er for the distaff half of a popular Italian pop duo, gone miss-
ing on the eve of a globally televised awards show — Lizzie
McGuire to the rescue! “Metamorphosis” proved the musi-
cal equivalent of Lizzie McGuire’s coming-of-age, a collec-
tion of bright, accessible and age-appropriate songs. The

first single, the Matrix-written and -pro-
duced “So Yesterday,” went to No. 1. The

album soon followed.

Though Duff missed the drama of
high school, she’s certainly finding it in
the nation’s tabloids. There are the

widely reported tiffs with Avril Lav-
igne and Lindsay Lohan (the former
over a perceived slight, which Duff
apologized for, the latter over mutu-

al boyfriend Aaron Carter) and,
more recently, rumors of romance
with 25-year-old Joel Madden, lead
singer of Good Charlotte.

On a happier note, Duff recently
adorned the cover of Seven-
teen, sporting a demure,
dove-gray jacket over a white

top. It’s a good look for a
role model, which un-
like some of her peers,
Duff doesn’t seem to
have a problem
being.

“I think that I’m
pretty straightfor-

ward and I’m an hon-
est person, and if peo-
ple look up to that be-
cause I’m just being
myself, then that’s
cool,” she says. “I don’t
necessarily feel like I
have to break away or
get out of this type of
genre that people
have put me in. I do
think that I’m grow-
ing and my music, es-
pecially on this sec-
ond album that’s
coming out, is more
mature, but not so
mature that it’s be-
yond that younger
audience, because I
do know that I
have that younger
audience. Same
with the movie
parts that I
take.”

Clapton

Dean

Cosby

Glass slipper fits perfectly for actress-singer
Hilary Duff in role as youth-market idol

Jackson

CP/AP

FACES ’N’ PLACES
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With Mercury transiting retro-
grade, an element of the unpredict-
able influences events — mostly
due to communication that
somehow goes awry. In
another week, such mis-
haps will cease to be amus-
ing or cute, so make sure
you take steps not to repeat
the same mistake twice.
The evening is especially
lively with both the moon
and sun in Leo.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(August 13). You’re strong
enough to let go. It’s a year
when you surrender your
vision to the universe and
watch it manifest around you. If
you’re involved in a committed
relationship, things get even deeper
before mid-September. If single,
you’ll be having too much fun play-
ing the field to worry about a ring.
Love signs are Sagittarius and
Aquarius.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Love makes the world feel inspiring.

You’re hopeful even when others
give up, which is the key to your
success. Though you push yourself
to finish what you start, you still may
need to work this weekend, so don’t
plan too much.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Ideas turn to gold, but you must do
the groundwork in order to reap
benefits. Build the mystery in a love
relationship. If your priorities are
straight, you won’t be discarding
friendship for passion.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Make contact, sell, persuade, and
learn what you need to know to get
what you want. It’s a day of extraordi-
nary energy and possibility. Save
some energy for family tonight. Love
is your ace; take care of it with
thoughtful acts.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Find ways to fit travel into your
budget.

Creative abilities are enhanced
when you’re aware of different
cultures. Also, if you haven’t been
reading, this is the perfect time to
start. Your imagination needs stimu-
lation.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Though
it’s a lucky day in many ways, you

must stay aware. In unfamiliar territo-
ry, you are easily disoriented — pay
attention to the little things, like
where you parked the car and what
you did with your house key.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). A
person who has true character is a

person who challenges
him- or herself even in
the midst of complacent
people — in other words,
a person like you. Keep it
up. Tonight, you are
under romantic fire.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Just be-
cause someone is in
charge, doesn’t make that
person right. Question
authority. Financial deci-
sions have far-reaching

implications. Don’t fudge on budget
resolutions, though you want to be
impressive to dates.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Accept yourself as you are. Write
down your frustrations, and burn
them for luck, releasing resent-
ments. You are unusually impres-
sionable in the evening, but there’s
no need to take things personally.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). An old flame dreams of getting
you back. Show some emotional
muscle tone and real wisdom. At the
first sign that someone is not what
you want in your life, turn around
and run in the opposite direction.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Let your personality shine as it
opens doors previously closed.
Exploring makes your heart sing,
and the wilder the terrain, the more
you love it. Saying no to someone
tonight takes courage, but it is the
right thing to do.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You are influential and savvy.
Changes at work have you worried,
but you will not be affected. Social-
ize with business associates, though
you don’t see the benefit yet. Return
all telephone calls, even to telemar-
keters.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Forget about your love life for a few
hours, and it will magically improve.
When loved ones know that you’re
OK on your own, they get worried.
Artists need encouragement to take
steps to move into a more satisfying
career.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Joyce Jillson
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Journey segment

4 Discordance

7 Work dough

12 Commotion

13 “— Lazy River”

14 Goosebump-

inducing

15 Instance of 

wordplay

16 P.E. game

18 Expert

19 1999

newsmaking

youngster

20 Goose egg

22 Despondent

23 Skewer

27 Menagerie

29 Wide-sleeved 

robe

31 Primary study

34 Autumnal quaff

35 Valencia, 

for one

37 Comprehend

38 Actress

Neuwirth

39 Norm

41 Fair share

45 Heterogeneous

47 Have misgivings

about

48 Santa Fe Trail

town

52 Raw rock

53 Perpendicular, at

sea

54 Indivisible

55 Central

56 Wild dog

57 Frenzied

58 Billboards

Down
1 South American

capital

2 Bring out

3 Lost cause

4 Hardy’s “— the

Obscure”

5 Moon-mission

program

6 FCC concern

7 Astute

8 Kan. neighbor

9 Geological time

10 Have a bug

11 Benicio — Toro

17 Stare stupidly

21 Endangered layer

23 Common surname

24 Spacecraft 

compartment

25 Resembling (Suff.)

26 Anderson’s 

“High —”

28 Assoc.

30 Lemieux milieu

31 Unruly bunch

32 Beatitudes verb

33 Poke

36 Grand-scale tale

37 — Green (elopers’

mecca)

40 Truth held to be

self-evident

42 Bakery lure

43 Sensational

44 Nourishes

45 Note from the

boss

46 Went blonde

48 1989 Jack

Lemmon movie

49 29-Across

accessory

50 Lair

51 Prevent from 

talking

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: I’m
worried about my young-
er brother, “Ben.” He is
20 and recently moved
out of my parents’ home.
Ben spends his time
drinking, doing drugs
and playing some danger-
ous games (chicken,
hanging out on top of
cars, etc.).

I’ve been out of the
house for 10 years and
realize I cannot force
Ben to change. What I’m
looking for is a nonthreatening
way to let him know that I’m
here and want to help. My par-
ents are worried, too, but I don’t
know that he’d discuss things
with them.

I know that Ben sees his future
as aimless, and many of his
stunts are an attempt to get atten-
tion from his friends. He’s trying
so hard to be the life of the party
that I’m afraid he’s going to get
himself killed. He’s having trou-
ble keeping a job (of course), and
so the only friends who offer him
a place to crash are the same
people who offer him drinks and
drugs.

Ben would be more
than welcome in my
home, although I sus-
pect that wouldn’t be
enough to turn him
around. There may be
nothing I can do, but I
have to try.

— Loving Sister
Dear Sister: Ben is

lucky to have you in his
corner. Many young
adults who can’t keep
a job and see their
future as “aimless” are

depressed.
Keep in touch as much as you

can, and let him know you love
him. Tell him he is always wel-
come in your home and can stay
there if the need arises. If you
think he will listen, suggest he
attend classes at a junior college
or get job counseling.

Dear Annie: My daughter,
“Rachel,” was invited to her
friend “Laura’s” house. Laura’s
mother said she would pick
Rachel up at 1 p.m., but by 1:30,
she had not arrived, so Rachel
called. Laura’s mother said she’d
be there soon. At 2:15, Rachel

called again, and this time, Laura
told her it was too late for them
to come get her.

When I asked to speak to
Laura’s mother, I was told she
was unavailable.

The next day at school, Laura
told Rachel that she and her
mom had gone into town to see
someone else. I was floored that
they would do this to my daugh-
ter. Why would someone do this
to a child? — Mother of Hurt

Daughter
Dear Mother: Some parents

treat their children’s plans as
“suggestions” and not commit-
ments. Laura’s mother may not
realize her behavior was rude
and inconsiderate. If the girls
make plans again, talk to Laura’s
mother directly and say gently,
“There was obviously some mis-
communication last time, and I’d
like to avoid hurt feelings. How
about if I pick up Laura and
bring her to our house?”

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: If a gentleman

asks a lady to accompany him to
a casino and gives her money to
gamble, is it proper for him to
insist that she split her winnings
with him? This happened to me
recently.

Even before the $1,000
credits were finished
rolling, my date called
out that it was a 50/50
split. Most of my friends
felt it was highly inappro-
priate, and that I should
have been entitled to my
entire jackpot.

I would have preferred
being given the chance to
make up my own mind
about whether I wished
to share my winnings.

My friends also point-
ed out that this man
makes four times the money I do

and should have been more

generous.

Do you think my friends were

right? At first I was just a little

bit irritated. Now I feel taken

advantage of.

— Shortchanged in Sacramento

Dear Shortchanged: Consider-
ing the fact that your date ad-
vanced the money that brought
your windfall, I’d say you are 100
percent ahead of where you
would be had he not been so
generous. You may feel offended
at his sense of entitlement, but a

lady would have of-
fered to share.

Dear Abby: I am a

33-year-old woman
who has never been
married. My boyfriend,
“Mickey,” recently
proposed and I accept-
ed. We’re planning a
small wedding in about
four months. It’s a first
marriage for both of us.

I have two small
dogs whom I adore.

Their names are Melody and
Harmony. Mickey insists that I
get rid of one of them and that I
am immature for wanting to
keep both.

I explained that Melody and
Harmony were around before he
was, and I can’t give up either
one. He knew about them before

we began dating.
I keep them very clean and do

not see what the problem is.
Melody and Harmony both have
been through basic dog training
and are well-behaved.

I am disturbed that, knowing
how much I care for them, he
would ask such a thing. We seem
unable to reach an agreement
about this. I love Mickey dearly
and know he loves me, too. How
can we resolve this?

— Brokenhearted in
Peoria, Ariz.

Dear Brokenhearted: What
your fiance is suggesting is a
very poor start for a marriage. If
you cave in to these demands,
you will never forgive yourself —
and it will only be the beginning
of what he will want you to sacri-
fice. My advice to you is to post-
pone the wedding until your
fiance can find enough love in
his heart for the three of you,
because you are a package deal.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Splitting the pot only seems fair

‘Aimless’ brother worries sibling

Dear Abby
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DRIVERS TO WATCH

After 21 of 36 races

1. Jimmie Johnson 3,095

2. Jeff Gordon 2,998

3. Dale Earnhardt Jr. 2,855

4. Tony Stewart 2,761

5. Matt Kenseth 2,738

6. Elliott Sadler 2,674

7. Kurt Busch 2,615

8. Bobby Labonte 2,584

9. Kevin Harvick 2,562

10. Ryan Newman 2,542

11. Kasey Kahne 2,511

12. Jeremy Mayfield 2,510

13. Dale Jarrett 2,487

14. Jamie McMurray 2,433

15. Mark Martin 2,419

16. Casey Mears 2,287

17. Rusty Wallace 2,274

18. Michael Waltrip 2,268

19. Sterling Marlin 2,223

20. Terry Labonte 2,208

Dale Jarrett fin-
ished second at
Indy last week to
move closer to
title contention.
Although he’s
never won a Nex-
tel Cup race on a
road course, he’s
posted top-10 fin-
ishes in three of
his past five Wat-
kins Glen starts.

Ryan Newman
lost ground in the
title chase with a
late crash last
week, and he
can’t afford a mis-
step the rest of
the way if he’s
going to contend.
He’s finished in
the top 10 in his
two previous
races here.

Kyle Petty will
make his 700th
start Sunday, the
ninth driver in
Cup history to
reach that mark.
Petty, who hasn’t
won since 1995,
will be racing for
the first time with
interim crew
chief Garth Fin-
ley.

POINTS RACE

FAST FACTS

Race 22: Sirius at The Glen, 2 a.m. Monday (dld), AFN-Sports.

Nextel Cup qualifying record
Ricky Rudd, 181.068 mph,

2000.
Nextel Cup race record

MarkMartin, 103.03 mph, Aug.
13, 1995.

Last race: Jeff Gordon won the Brickyard
400 to become the fourth driver to record
four wins at Indianapolis Motor Speedway,
joining four-time Indy 500 winners A.J. Foyt,
Al Unser Sr. and Rick Mears.

Last year: Robby Gordon stretched his
fuel over the final 39 laps and completed a
sweep of the 2003 road-course races with a
victory at Watkins Glen.

BY JENNA FRYER

The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C.

D
ale Jarrett was an outspoken
critic of NASCAR’s new
points system when he first
heard about it.

Now that’s he’s still eligible
to win the championship, he’s completely
changed his tune.

“I think it has the potential to be very ex-
citing,” Jarrett said. “Whether we make
the top 10 or not, I think we need to give
this a shot and see what happens with it.”

Jarrett is one of a handful of drivers
scrambling to put together a late charge
and break into the top 10 in the standings,
where they’ll be eligible to race for the Nex-
tel Cup title.

There was no change in the top 10 follow-
ing Sunday’s race at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway. But when Ryan Newman
wrecked five laps from the end, it dropped
him to a 31st-place finish and put at least
five drivers on the bubble to make the
“Chase for the Cup.”

Newman holds just a 31-point advantage
over 11th-place Kasey Kahne, and Jeremy
Mayfield is one point behind Kahne.

Jarrett is just 55 points out of 10th, and
Jamie McMurray and Mark Martin are
well within striking distance.

The drivers have five events left to move
their way up into the standings. Then
NASCAR will reset the field, separating
first from 10th in five-point increments.
The 10 drivers will then race for the cham-
pionship over the final 10 events of the sea-
son.

The stretch run begins with Sunday’s
road race in Watkins Glen, N.Y.

One of just two road courses on the Nex-
tel Cup circuit, the windy race track could
be a make-or-break event for the challeng-
ers. McMurray, who finished second in the
other road race this season, is hopeful a
strong finish at Watkins Glen can loft him
into contention.

“We gained some ground on the top 10 in
points after our seventh-place finish in
Indy, but we’re going to need some of those
guys to have some bad luck in the next
stretch of races in order to gain enough
points to make it into the top 10,” he said.

Heavily criticized since it was an-
nounced by NASCAR, the new points sys-
tem has drastically changed the landscape
of the Nextel Cup championship.

A year ago, Matt Kenseth used consisten-

cy — he was excellent at finishing some-
where around seventh every week — and
cautiously stockpiling enough points to
more or less have the title locked up
months before the season ended.

Tired of dull championship hunts,
NASCAR shook it up this season, and now
all bets are off.

Suddenly, drivers who have never had a
realistic shot at taking the title are right
there.

Take Mayfield, for instance. In seven sea-
sons, his highest finish in the standings
was seventh in 1998. Now, if he can crack
the top 10, a driver with three career victo-
ries can race for the championship. Any
other season, he would have long been
eliminated from contention.

Then there’s Elliott Sadler. Currently
sixth in the standings, he’s having a career
year that has him solidly in the hunt and a
clear contender for the title. His previous
best was 20th in 2001.

But being so close might be nerve-rack-
ing for Sadler.

“I’m probably the worst points racer
there is,” he said. “I really pay attention to
it a lot. Every Sunday night, Monday morn-
ing after the race, I know exactly how
many I’m behind the next guy, how many

positions I need to finish in front of him. I
do all the math.”

In a way, the new system is changing the
way teams are currently competing.

Points leader Jimmie Johnson has admit-
ted his Hendrick Motorsports team has
taken a few gambles this season, so certain
they are locked into the chase that they can
afford to try aggressive new setups.

Others have been more conservative,
while the middle-of-the-pack drivers have
just been flying under the radar. As Sadler
pointed out, so much attention has been
placed on Johnson and Dale Earnhardt Jr.
this year, the rest of the challengers have
been left alone.

“You all are so busy talking about the
same two cars all year long, we’re just kind
of hanging out, racing and doing what we
need to do,” he told reporters.

But as it gets into crunch time, those hov-
ering around the cutoff can’t take any
chances.

Newman, who won a series-high eight
races last season but finished sixth in the
standings, said he won’t change his ap-
proach as he clings to the 10th and final
spot.

“If we hold our own, we’ll be just fine,”
he said. “If we focus on what’s ahead of us,
we won’t have to worry about what’s be-
hind us.”

Jeff Gordon has
finished fifth or bet-
ter in seven of his
last eight races, in-
cluding three wins.
... Dale Earnhardt Jr.
finished his first
race since being
burned in a sports
car crash July 18
last week, but
placed 27th after
cutting a tire cut on
the final lap. ... Jim-
mie Johnson has
failed to finish three
races this season
after having engine
trouble at Indianap-
olis.

NASCAR NEXTEL CUPNASCAR NEXTEL CUP

Drivers jockeying for position with five races to go

BattleBattle
on theon the
bubblebubble Nextel Cup title contenders KevinNextel Cup title contenders Kevin

Harvick, left, and Ryan NewmanHarvick, left, and Ryan Newman

race side by side earlier this year.race side by side earlier this year.

Courtesy of NASCAR

BUSCH SERIESBUSCH SERIES

Last race: Kyle Busch passed up a
final pit stop for tires, then held off
Johnny Sauter in the final laps to win
the Kroger 200 at Indianapolis Raceway
Park for his fourth victory of the sea-
son.
Next race: Cabela’s 250, Aug. 21,
Brooklyn, Mich.

INDY RACINGINDY RACING

This week: Belterra Casino Indy 300 at
Sparta, Ky. (Tape-delayed, 6 a.m.
Wednesday, AFN-Sports).
Last race: Buddy Rice edged Tony
Kanaan by 0.0796 seconds to win the
Michigan Indy 400. Kanaan led for 183
laps before being passed by Rice,
whose average speed of 182.123 mph
was the fourth-fastest in series history.
Last year: Sam Hornish Jr. set records
for average speed and career wins with
nine at the Belterra Casino Indy 300. Hor-
nish averaged 197.897 mph, shattering
the series speed record of 180.917 mph
set by Alex Barron the previous month.

CRAFTSMAN TRUCKCRAFTSMAN TRUCK

This week: Toyota Tundra 200 at Glad-
eville, Tenn. (Tape-delayed, 4 a.m. Sun-
day, AFN-Sports).
Last race: Chad Chaffin took the lead
on the final lap to win the Power Stroke
Diesel 200 at Indianapolis Raceway
Park. Chaffin’s car owner, Bobby Hamil-
ton, finished third and took over the se-
ries points lead.

Last year: Carl Edwards won his sec-
ond straight race by capturing the Fed-
erated Auto Parts 200 at Nashville Super-
speedway. Edwards was forced to the
rear of the 33-truck field at the start be-
cause of an engine change.

CHAMP CARSCHAMP CARS

This week: Grand Prix of Denver.
Last race: Alex Tagliani, who didn’t
participate in the first round of qualify-
ing after a practice crash, passed Rod-
olfo Lavin with four laps to go and won
the Grand Prix of Road America for his
first victory in 85 races.
Last year: Bruno Junqueira started
from the pole and won his second
straight Grand Prix of Denver. Junqueira
lost the lead for 30 laps and brushed the
wall with 16 laps to go, but overtook
Oriol Servia in the pits midway through
the race and led the final 44 laps.

FORMULA ONEFORMULA ONE

This week: Hungarian Grand Prix at
Budapest.
Last race: Michael Schumacher
matched his own record of 11 victories
in a season by winning the German
Grand Prix on July 25. Schumacher has
won six straight overall to tie the mark
set in 1952 by Alberto Ascari.
Last year: Spain’s Fernando Alonso
led from the start in the Hungarian
Grand Prix and became the youngest
winner of a Formula One race at age 22.
Alonso wonwhile lapping Michael Schu-
macher.
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AFN schedule
(All times Central European. AFN-A:

AFN-Atlantic; PAC: AFN-Pacific/Korea; SPT:
AFN-Sports; dld: delayed; cut: two-hour or
90-minute cut-down. Listings are latest avail-
able from AFRTS and subject to change with-
out notice.)

Television
Australian Rules Football — 7 a.m. Friday

(dld) SPT.
Baseball — San Francisco at Pittsburgh, 9

a.m. Friday (dld), SPT; Milwaukee at Atlanta,
1 p.m. Friday (dld), SPT; St. Louis at Atlanta,
2 a.m. Saturday, SPT; Kansas City at Oak-
land, joined in progress, 4:30 a.m. Saturday,
SPT; Minnesota at Cleveland, 1 p.m. Satur-
day (dld), SPT; Chicago White Sox at Boston
1 a.m. Sunday, SPT; San Francisco at Phila-
delphia, 9 a.m. Sunday (dld), SPT.

Boxing — Friday Night Fights, Joachim Al-
cine (19-0-0, 12 KOs)vs. J.C. Candelo (27-6-3,
19 KOs), light middleweights, 6 p.m. Satur-
day (dld), SPT.

Golf — 86th PGA Championship: Second
round, 8 p.m. Friday, SPT; 3rd round, 8 p.m.
Saturday, SPT.

Motorsports — Craftsman Trucks Toyota
Tundra 200, 4 a.m. Sunday (dld), SPT.

Olympics: (Note: Telecasts listed as “live”
at myafn.net frequently are live feeds of
NBC’s tape-delayed coverage of events
which concluded earlier that day. Turn to
local TV outlets for real-time coverage.) —
Opening ceremony, 2 a.m. Saturday (dld),
AFN-A and PAC. Swimming; Diving: women’s
synchronized springboard final (live); Men’s
gymnastics; Women’s volleyball: USA vs.
China; Women’s beach volleyball: Mc-
Peak/Youngs (USA) vs. Maaseide/Giesnes
(NOR), 6 p.m. Saturday, AFN-A and PAC.
Men’s gymnastics; Swimming: men’s 400m
individual medley final, men’s 400m free-
style final, women’s 400m individual medley
final, women’s 4x100m freestyle relay final;
Diving: men’s synchronized platform final;
Cycling: men’s road race, 2 a.m. Sunday,
AFN-A and Pac. Cycling: women’s road race
(live), 2 p.m. Sunday, AFN-A and PAC.

Outdoors — Wal-Mart Outdoors Tour
Championship, 7 a.m. Sunday (dld), SPT.

Radio
(Listings are feeds from AFN in California.

Some might not air in all areas)
Olympics— 2:05 p.m. Friday; 2:05 p.m. Sat-

urday.
AFN-Europe can be reached at DSN

329-4444 or German civ. 069-156-88-444. Com-
mercial callers from outside Germany must
drop the initial zero after dialing country
code 0049. AFN-Atlantic’s Web site is
www.afneurope.net. Click on “television” or
“radio” for latest schedules. AFN’s parent or-
ganization, AFRTS at March Reserve AFB,
Calif., can be reached at DSN (312) 348-1319
or commercial (909) 413-2319. Its Web site is
www.myafn.net.

Pro soccer
Major League Soccer

Eastern Conference
 W L T Pts GF GA
MetroStars 9 6 5 32 36 34
Columbus 6 5 7 25 20 20
D.C. United 6 8 6 24 27 31
New England 5 8 7 22 27 30
Chicago 5 8 7 22 21 25

Western Conference
Los Angeles 9 6 6 33 35 31
Kansas City 9 5 5 32 28 18
Dallas 7 8 5 26 24 28
Colorado 6 7 8 26 17 21
San Jose 6 7 6 24 31 28

NOTE: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Wednesday’s games
D.C. United 3, Colorado 1
New England 3, Dallas 0
Chicago 2, San Jose 1

Saturday’s games
San Jose at Kansas City
New England at D.C. United
Colorado at Chicago
Columbus at Los Angeles

Sunday’s game
Dallas at MetroStars

Tennis
Idea Prokom Open

Thursday
At Sopocki Klub Tenisowy

Sopot, Poland
Purse: Men, $608,543 (Intl. Series);

Women, $300,000 (Tier III)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Men
Singles

Second Round
Jiri Vanek, Czech Republic, def. Stefan

Koubek, Austria, 6-4, 6-4.
Jose Acasuso, Argentina, def. David Ferrer

(3), Spain, 6-4, 7-6 (4).
Adrian Garcia, Chile, def. Olivier Mutis,

France, 6-2, 7-6 (9).

Women
Singles

Quarterfinals
Anastasia Myskina (1), Russia, def. Iveta

Benesova (5), Czech Republic, 6-3, 6-4.
Klara Koukalova (11), Czech Republic, def.

Lubomira Kurhajcova, Slovakia, 6-2, 6-1.
Flavia Pennetta (9), Italy, def. Nuria Lla-

gostera Vives, Spain, 6-2, 7-6 (4).
Marta Domachowska, Poland, def. Marta

Marrero (10), Spain, 6-1, 6-4.
Wednesday

Men
Singles

Second Round
Rafael Nadal (6), Spain, def. Arnaud Di Pas-

quale, France, 6-2, 6-4.
Juan Monaco, Argentina, def. Marc Rosset,

Switzerland, 6-4, 6-3.
Marc Lopez, Spain, def. Marat Safin (1),

Russia, 6-3, 6-2.
Franco Squillari, Argentina, def. Lukasz

Kubot, Poland, 6-2, 6-3.
Women

Second Round
Marta Marrero (10), Spain, def. Eva Birnero-

va, Czech Republic, 6-2, 7-6 (4).
Lubomira Kurhajcova, Slovakia, def. Di-

nara Safina (3), Russia, 6-2, 6-4.
Iveta Benesova (5), Czech Republic, def. Sil-

vija Talaja, Croatia, 1-6, 6-4, 6-2.
Nuria Llagostera Vives, Spain, def. Ludmi-

la Cervanova, Slovakia, 6-7 (6), 6-1, 7-5.
Marta Domachowska, Poland, def. Anna

Smashnova-Pistolesi (2), Israel, 7-6 (4), 6-1.
Klara Koukalova (11), Czech Republic, def.

Vera Douchevina, Russia, 7-6 (1), 3-6, 6-4.
Flavia Pennetta (9), Italy, def. Libuse Pruso-

va, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-2.
Anastasia Myskina (1), Russia, def. Zuza-

na Ondraskova, Czech Republic, 6-2, 6-2.

Vancouver Women’s Open
Wednesday

At The Jericho Tennis Club
Vancouver, British Columbia

Purse: $110,000 (Tier V)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Anna-Lena Groenefeld (7), Germany, def.
Seiko Okamoto, Japan, 6-0, 6-1.

Vilmarie Castellvi, Puerto Rico, def.
Marie-Eve Pelletier, Canada, 6-0, 6-4.

Second Round
Lindsay Lee-Waters (8), United States, def.

Galina Voskoboeva, Russia, 6-4, 7-6 (4).
Alina Jidkova (3), Russia, def. Peng Shuai,

China, 7-5, 7-5.
Rita Grande (6), Italy, def. Jennifer Hop-

kins, United States, 6-2, 6-2.
Laura Granville (4), United States, def. Be-

thanie Mattek, United States, 6-3, 7-6 (4).

Pro basketball
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
New York 13 12 .520 —
Connecticut 13 14 .481 1
Detroit 13 14 .481 1
Charlotte 12 13 .480 1
Washington 12 14 .462 1½
Indiana 12 15 .444 2

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 19 7 .731 —
Seattle 17 8 .680 1½
Minnesota 15 11 .577 4
Phoenix 12 13 .480 6½
Sacramento 12 13 .480 6½
Houston 12 14 .462 7
San Antonio 6 20 .231 13

Thursday’s game
U.S. Nationals 74, WNBA All-Stars 58

Wednesday, Sept. 1
Indiana at Washington
Connecticut at Charlotte
Phoenix at Detroit
Minnesota at Houston
Sacramento at Seattle
San Antonio at Los Angeles

Olympics
Wednesday’s scores

SOCCER
Men

Tunisia 1, Australia 1, tie
Argentina 6, Serbia-Montenegro 0
Greece 2, South Korea 2, tie
Mali 0, Mexico 0, tie

Women
Germany 8, China 0
United States 3, Greece 0
Brazil 1, Australia 0
Japan 1, Sweden 0

Deals
Wednesday’s transactions

BASEBALL
American League

CLEVELAND INDIANS—Placed INF Lou Mer-
loni on the 15-day DL, retroactive to Aug. 9.
Recalled LHP Cliff Bartosh from Buffalo of
the IL.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS—Placed LF Dee
Brown on the 15-day DL. Recalled LF Aaron
Guiel from Omaha of the PCL.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS—Activated OF Billy
McMillon from the 15-day DL. Optioned INF
Esteban German to Sacramento of the PCL.

National League
CINCINNATI REDS—Acquired RHP Elizardo

Ramirez from Philadelphia to complete an
earlier trade.

COLORADO ROCKIES—Acquired LHP Luis
Martinez and LHP Chris Narveson from St.
Louis to complete an earlier trade.

NEW YORK METS—Placed C-1B Mike Piaz-
za on the 15-day DL, retroactive to Aug. 7. Re-
called INF Danny Garcia from Norfolk of the
IL.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

CHICAGO BULLS—Signed F Andres Nocio-
ni.

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS—Re-signed F-G
Calbert Cheaney.

MIAMI HEAT—Signed G-F Wesley Person.
American Basketball Association

UTAH SNOWBEARS—Signed F Harold Arce-
neaux. Named Tonissa Murdock director of
public relations, Josh Baum director of mar-
keting and Fred Rollin director of game day
operations.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CINCINNATI BENGALS—Waived CB James
Allen.

DALLAS COWBOYS—Waived K Jonathan
Ruffin. Signed K Matt Bryant.

GREEN BAY PACKERS—Claimed WR Kelvin
Kight off waivers from St. Louis. Waived CB
James Taylor and G-C Forest Vance.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS—Waived DE Thomas
Houchin. Signed DE Ronald Jones.

NEW YORK GIANTS—Signed WR Avion
Black. Placed OT Ed Ellis on the injured re-
serve list.

OAKLAND RAIDERS—Signed G-C Bernard
Robertson.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS—Signed T Matt
Knutson.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

CAROLINA HURRICANES—Agreed to terms
with F Colin Forbes and F Gordie Dwyer on
one-year contracts.

FLORIDA PANTHERS—Signed D Mike Van
Ryn to a one-year contract.

NEW YORK ISLANDERS—Signed RW Jim
Campbell.

NEW YORK RANGERS—Agreed to terms
with F Layne Ulmer and D Martin Grenier.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

SALT LAKE CITY—Named David Allred vice
president of business operations.

COLLEGE
SOUTHLAND CONFERENCE—Named LaRon

Black associate commissioner for compli-
ance and Lurline Hamilton coordinator of
softball umpires.

AUBURN—Named Karl Nonemaker assis-
tant baseball coach.

BIRMINGHAM-SOUTHERN—Named Doug
Kovash assistant baseball coach.

BRISTOL—Named Merrilee Fazio women’s
assistant basketball coach, Sean Kelley
men’s assistant lacrosse coach and Jeff
Kelly sports information intern.

COLGATE—Named Debby Ghezzi and Kami-
lah Cunningham women’s assistant basket-
ball coaches.

CONNECTICUT COLLEGE—Named Sean
Grant men’s assistant basketball coach.

IONA—Promoted Jamie Fogarty to associ-
ate athletic director for student-athlete ser-
vices and compliance and senior woman ad-
ministrator, Mike Laprey to associate athlet-
ic director for athletic communications,
Michael Barry associate athletic director for
internal affairs and Nigel Roberts associate
athletic director for academics.

MASSACHUSETTS—Named Jason Yellin as-
sistant athletic director for media relations.

NORTHWOOD, MICH.—Announced the res-
ignation of Kelli Parker, women’s basketball
coach.

OHIO WESLEYAN—Named Amy Tudor inter-
im softball coach and Heather Alexander as-
sistant softball coach.

OKLAHOMA STATE—Named Amy Weeks
senior woman administrator.

PENNSYLVANIA—Named Julie Van Deusen
diving coach and recreation supervisor. An-
nounced the resignation of Josh Henson, as-
sistant wrestling coach.

RENSSEALEAR POLYTECHNIC INSTI-
TUTE—Named Sarah Youlen women’s assis-
tant ice hockey coach.

RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE—Named Ryan
Griswold media relations intern.

SOUTH CAROLINA-AIKEN—Announced the
resignation of Dana Richter, women’s cross
country coach and women’s assistant bas-
ketball coach.

SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA—Named Roy
Brown assistant director of athletics for mar-
keting and public relations.

ST. FRANCIS, IND.—Named Ryan Bolyn soft-
ball coach.

TEMPLE—Named Jennifer Ulehla women’s
lacrosse coach.

TEXAS-ARLINGTON—Named Larry Cordaro
men’s assistant basketball coach, Jay Sirian-
ni assistant baseball coach, Mishael Ber-
trand assistant track and field coach and
Debbie Garcia senior women administrator.

TOWSON—Named Meredith Simon wom-
en’s assistant lacrosse coach.

TROY STATE—Named Diana Niland wom-
en’s soccer coach.

URSINUS—Named Shawn Ganter women’s
volleyball coach.

J. Gordon not fined for
skipping Victory Lane

BY PETE HERRERA

The Associated Press

HAVEN, Wis. — On a course
that must remind him of home,
Northern Ireland’s Darren Clar-
ke birdied his first four holes
Thursday to take the lead in the
first round of the PGA Champion-
ship.

The first round was not com-
plete at presstime.

Tiger Woods got off to a disas-
trous start, then steadied his
game with one big swing.

Woods made a birdie on the
10th hole, then duck-hooked his
tee shot into the rough on No. 11,
advanced only 100 yards into
more rough and three-putted for
double bogey. He lipped out a
4-foot par putt on the 12th,
missed the green on No. 13 and
had to two-putt from 40 feet for
bogey. Suddenly, he was 3 over
par four holes into the tourna-
ment.

He went for the driver on the
373-yard 14th hole, and the
cheers from the green that fil-
tered all the way to the tee told
him what happened — 30 feet
short of the flag for a two-putt
birdie. Despite his big drive on
14, Woods was at 2 over through
eight holes.

Clarke and Ernie Els led the
way early in the year’s final
major.

Clarke was at 7 under through
14 on the 7,514-yard, links-style
Whistling Straits that resembles
the ancient coastal courses of Ire-
land. With its fescue rough, nar-
row fairways and tricky greens,
the course is somewhat of a mys-
tery, but Clarke had no trouble
tearing it up.

He made six birdies and a
bogey on the front side to make
the turn with a 31, then added
birdies at Nos. 10-11.

Els, who finished second at the
Masters and British Open, was at
6 under through 13 holes.

Justin Leonard, who finished
second in 1997 at Winged Foot,
was at 5 under through 15 holes.

No such luck for John Daly,
who gambled and lost on one of
the toughest holes on the course.
Daly made a quadruple bogey on
the 500-yard par-4 18th, perhaps
losing his chance to make the
Ryder Cup.

Daly tried to cut the dogleg
with his drive. He didn’t make it,
and the ball ended up in the junk.
By the time he made the turn, he
was 6 over.

Vijay Singh hit into the rough
on the 14th, but still made birdie
with a blind approach to 8 feet.
On the next hole, Woods missed
an 8-foot birdie putt, while Singh
holed for par from 6 feet to stay 2
under.

Els hit an 8-iron into 2 feet at
the 12th, and after two sloppy
holes, regained his stride with
birdies on the next three holes.
He got within a shot of Clarke
with birdies on Nos. 2-3.

South Korean K.J. Choi birdied
his first five holes before making
bogeys at Nos. 8-9. He was at 3
under through 15 holes.

Overcast skies and a brisk wind
greeted the early starters, who
probably would catch the better
conditions on opening day. The
forecast called for winds of 20
mph later in the afternoon. That
prompted tournament officials to
move up the tee boxes on three of
the longer holes on the course —
the 507-yard par-4 No. 8, the
618-yard par-5 No. 11 and the No.
18.

The PGA Championship is
being played on the longest (7,514
yards) and newest (6 years old)
course in the modern era used for
a major championship.

Phil Mickelson, seeking his sec-
ond major win of the season, was
among the players teeing it up in
the afternoon.

TANK MCNAMARA

SCOREBOARD

Clarke surges to lead
in PGA Championship

The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Jeff Gor-
don apologized Wednesday for
skipping Victory Lane after his
victory at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway.

NASCAR did not punish him,
but said it expected all winning
drivers to follow post-race proto-
col in the future.

Gordon did not drive into Victo-
ry Lane after his win Sunday in
the Brickyard 400. Instead, he cel-
ebrated on the race track with his
team. In avoiding the official cele-
bration, Gordon was not photo-
graphed with a bottle of sports
drink that is a NASCAR sponsor
but conflicts with his own en-
dorsement deals.

PowerAde, a Coca-Cola prod-
uct, is the official sponsor of Victo-
ry Lane. Gordon, like several

other NASCAR drivers, is spon-
sored by Pepsi and has resisted
being seen with the large blue
beverage bottle.

Gordon said he was caught up
in the emotion of winning his
fourth Brickyard, and that is why
he celebrated on the track.

“When I got out of the car, it
was my intention to get back in
and drive to Victory Lane after
waving to everyone in the
stands,” Gordon said. “Our team
certainly would not disrespect
any procedures on purpose, and I
truly apologize to everyone at the
Speedway for any problems we
may have caused.

“It was a classic case of being
caught up in the moment. I plan
to support NASCAR’s Victory
Lane protocol going forward.”

NASCAR said it accepted the
apology.
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American League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 72 41 .637 —
Boston 62 50 .554 9½
Baltimore 54 58 .482 17½
Tampa Bay 54 60 .474 18½
Toronto 48 66 .421 24½

Central Division
Minnesota 62 51 .549 —
Cleveland 60 55 .522 3
Chicago 56 55 .505 5
Detroit 52 61 .460 10
Kansas City 40 72 .357 21½

West Division
Oakland 64 49 .566 —
Anaheim 63 51 .553 1½
Texas 61 51 .545 2½
Seattle 43 70 .381 21

Wednesday’s games
Detroit 11, Oakland 3
Boston 14, Tampa Bay 4
Cleveland 3, Toronto 2
N.Y. Yankees 4, Texas 2
Kansas City 4, Chicago White Sox 2
Seattle 4, Minnesota 3
Anaheim 4, Baltimore 2

Thursday’s games
Tampa Bay at Boston
Kansas City at Chicago White Sox
Detroit at Oakland
Baltimore at Anaheim
Minnesota at Seattle
Toronto at Cleveland
N.Y. Yankees at Texas

Friday’s games
Baltimore (Ponson 7-12) at Toronto (Batis-

ta 9-7)
Minnesota (Silva 10-7) at Cleveland (Elar-

ton 1-2)
Chicago White Sox (Contreras 9-5) at Bos-

ton (Wakefield 8-6)
Tampa Bay (Bell 5-5) at Texas (Rogers

13-5)
N.Y. Yankees (Lieber 8-7) at Seattle (Vil-

lone 4-2)
Detroit (Bonderman 6-9) at Anaheim (Lack-

ey 9-10)
Kansas City (Wood 1-4) at Oakland (Mul-

der 15-3)
Saturday’s games

Baltimore at Toronto
N.Y. Yankees at Seattle
Kansas City at Oakland
Chicago White Sox at Boston
Minnesota at Cleveland
Tampa Bay at Texas
Detroit at Anaheim

Sunday’s games
Baltimore at Toronto
Minnesota at Cleveland
Tampa Bay at Texas
Chicago White Sox at Boston
N.Y. Yankees at Seattle
Detroit at Anaheim
Kansas City at Oakland

Wednesday
Tigers 11, Athletics 3

DETROIT  OAKLAND  
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi

Infante 2b  5 1 2 3 Byrnes cf  4 0 1 0
CGillen ss  3 1 1 0 Kielty lf  5 1 2 1
JSmith ss  0 0 0 0 EChavz 3b  3 0 1 1
IRdrgz c  5 0 0 0 Mlhuse 3b  2 0 0 0
Shelton c  0 0 0 0 Dye rf  4 0 2 0
DYong dh  4 2 2 3 Httberg 1b  2 0 0 1
Munson dh  1 0 0 0 McMln 1b  0 0 0 0
RoWhte lf  4 2 2 1 DMiller c  4 0 0 0
Monroe lf  1 0 0 0 Durazo dh  3 1 1 0
Thmes rf  4 2 2 1 Crosby ss  4 0 0 0
CPena 1b  3 2 1 1 Scutaro 2b  4 1 1 0
Inge 3b  5 0 1 1  
Logan cf  4 1 2 1  
Totals  39 11 13 11 Totals 35 3 8 3
Detroit  003 320 300—11
Oakland  002 000 001— 3

E—CGuillen (12). DP—Oakland 1. LOB—De-
troit 6, Oakland 9. 2B—CGuillen (30), DYoung
(15), CPena (14), Dye (21). HR—DYoung (9),
RoWhite (16). SB—Infante (8), CGuillen (9).

 IP H R ER BB SO
Detroit  
Ledezma W,2-0  52/3 5 2 2 2 4
Levine  11/3 0 0 0 0 1
Novoa  1 0 0 0 1 0
Yan  1 3 1 0 0 1
Oakland  
MRedman L,8-9  4 7 6 6 2 2
Lehr  1 4 2 2 0 0
Garcia  12/3 2 3 3 2 2
CHammond  11/3 0 0 0 0 0
RRincon  1 0 0 0 0 0

HBP—by Garcia (Thames), by Ledezma
(Hatteberg). PB—Shelton. T—2:54. A—25,781
(43,662).

Red Sox 14, Devil Rays 4
TAMPA BAY  BOSTON  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Crwfrd lf  3 1 1 0 Damon cf  3 1 3 2
Fick lf  2 0 1 1 McCty lf  1 0 0 0
Lugo 2b  3 0 0 0 Mntkw 1b  5 3 2 1
RSnchz 2b  2 0 0 0 MRmrz lf  2 2 0 0
Huff dh  5 1 2 1 DRbrts lf  1 0 0 0
Baldelli cf  2 0 0 0 DOrtiz dh  3 1 1 2
Rolls cf  3 0 1 0 Millar rf  4 3 4 4
JoCruz rf  4 0 0 0 Kapler rf  1 0 0 0
TMrtnz 1b  5 1 2 1 Varitek c  3 0 2 4
Upton ss  3 1 2 0 Mrbelli c  1 0 0 0
Frdyce c  4 0 2 1 OCbera ss  4 0 0 0
Blum 3b  4 0 1 0 Mueller 2b  3 2 2 0

 Gterrez 2b  2 0 0 0
 Yukilis 3b  4 2 1 0

Totals  40 4 12 4 Totals 37 14 15 13
Tampa Bay  100 002 100— 4
Boston  355 000 10x—14

E—Baldelli (7), OCabrera (2). DP—Tampa
Bay 1. LOB—Tampa Bay 11, Boston 7.
2B—Huff (19), TMartinez (15), Damon (28),
Mientkiewicz (20), DOrtiz (36), Millar (22),
Varitek 2 (17). HR—Millar (12). SB—Crawford
(47). SF—DOrtiz.

 IP H R ER BB SO
Tampa Bay  
Brazelton L,4-4  12/3 5 8 7 2 1
JeGonzalez  51/3 10 6 6 2 1
TreMiller  1 0 0 0 1 0
Boston  
DLowe W,10-10  52/3 9 3 3 1 4
Mendoza  11/3 2 1 1 1 1
MMyers  2 1 0 0 0 0

HBP—by Brazelton (Youkilis), by Brazelton
(MRamirez). T—2:59. A—35,091 (35,095).

Indians 3, Blue Jays 2
TORONTO  CLEVELAND  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Jhnson lf  4 1 1 0 Lawton rf  4 1 1 1
OHudsn 2b  4 0 2 0 Gerut rf  0 0 0 0
VWells cf  4 0 0 0 Vizquel ss  3 1 1 0
CDlgdo 1b  4 0 1 1 Hafner dh  1 0 0 0
Mnchno 3b  4 1 1 0 VMrtnz c  4 0 2 1
Rios rf  2 0 1 0 Brssrd 1b  3 0 0 0
Gomez ss  3 0 0 0 Blake 3b  4 0 1 0
Ctlnotto ph  1 0 0 0 Crisp lf  3 1 1 0
Hinske pr  0 0 0 0 Blliard 2b  3 0 1 0
Wdwrd dh  4 0 1 1 Szmore cf  2 0 0 1
Cash c  2 0 0 0  
Zaun c  1 0 0 0  
Totals  33 2 7 2 Totals 27 3 7 3
Toronto  000 011 000—2
Cleveland  001 011 00x—3

E—Belliard (8). DP—Toronto 2, Cleveland 2.
LOB—Toronto 7, Cleveland 11. 2B—VMartin-
ez (27), Blake (24), Belliard (40). HR—Lawton
(19). CS—Vizquel (5). SF—Sizemore.

 IP H R ER BB SO
Toronto  
JMiller  41/3 4 2 2 4 1
Frederick L,0-1  12/3 2 1 1 0 0
Speier  12/3 1 0 0 2 2
Chulk  1/3 0 0 0 0 0
Cleveland  
Sabathia W,9-6  7 5 2 2 2 5
Howry  1 1 0 0 1 1
Wickman S,6  1 1 0 0 0 1

HBP—by Speier (Lawton), by Speier
(Sizemore), by Frederick (THafner), by JMill-
er (Broussard). PB—Cash. T—2:44. A—23,696
(43,389).

Yankees 4, Rangers 2
NEW YORK  TEXAS  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Lofton cf  4 0 0 0 ASrano 2b  4 0 1 0
Jeter ss  5 1 1 1 Dllucci lf  4 1 1 0
Shffield rf  2 0 0 0 MYong ss  4 1 2 1
ARdrgz 3b  5 0 1 0 Blalock 3b  4 0 1 0
Matsui lf  2 2 1 0 Txeira 1b  3 0 0 0
Posada c  2 1 1 0 Mathws rf  2 0 0 1
BWllms dh  2 0 0 1 BJordn dh  3 0 0 0
Olerud 1b  3 0 1 1 Nix cf  3 0 0 0
Cairo 2b  2 0 1 1 Brajas c  3 0 0 0
Totals  27 4 6 4 Totals 30 2 5 2
New York  120 000 010—4
Texas  200 000 000—2

DP—New York 2, Texas 2. LOB—New York
9, Texas 3. 2B—Dellucci (10), Blalock (28).
HR—Jeter (15). CS—Lofton (3), Sheffield (5).
S—Lofton. SF—BWilliams, Cairo.

 IP H R ER BB SO
New York  
Sturtze W,4-2  5 5 2 2 1 1
Quantrill  2 0 0 0 0 0
Gordon  1 0 0 0 0 1
MRivera S,39  1 0 0 0 0 0
Texas  
Regilio L,0-4  3 2 3 3 4 1
Brocail  3 1 0 0 3 2
Almanzar  2 2 1 1 0 0
Mahay  1 1 0 0 1 0

HBP—by Brocail (Cairo), by Regilio (Posa-
da), by Sturtze (Matthews). PB—Barajas.
T—2:41. A—43,729 (49,115).

Royals 4, White Sox 2
KANSAS CITY  CHICAGO  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
DJesus cf  4 0 1 1 WHarrs 2b  4 0 0 0
Randa dh  4 1 1 0 RAlmr dh  4 0 0 0
MiSwy 1b  4 1 2 2 CaLee lf  4 0 1 0
RMateo lf  4 0 0 0 Knerko 1b  3 1 1 0
Nunez rf  4 0 1 0 Rwand cf  3 1 1 0
Rlaford 3b  4 0 1 0 Brchrd rf  3 0 1 0
Buck c  4 0 0 0 Uribe ss  2 0 0 1
Gotay 2b  3 1 1 0 Crede 3b  3 0 0 1
ABlnco ss  3 1 2 1 SAlmr c  3 0 0 0

 CEvrtt ph  1 0 0 0
Totals  34 4 9 4 Totals 30 2 4 2
Kansas City  002 002 000—4
Chicago  000 000 101—2

E—Relaford (5), Borchard (1), Crede (9),
Buehrle (4). DP—Chicago 1. LOB—Kansas
City 5, Chicago 7. 2B—MiSweeney (22),
CaLee (29). HR—MiSweeney (22). CS—Nunez
(1), ABlanco (2). SF—Uribe, Crede.

 IP H R ER BB SO
Kansas City  
May W,9-12  8 4 2 2 3 6
Cerda S,2  1 0 0 0 1 0
Chicago  
Buehrle L,10-6  7 7 4 3 1 3
Politte  2/3 1 0 0 0 1
Marte  11/3 1 0 0 1 1

May pitched to 2 batters in the 9th. WP—
May. T—2:38. A—18,396 (40,615).

Mariners 4, Twins 3
MINNESOTA  SEATTLE  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
ShStwrt lf  3 1 0 0 ISuzuki rf  4 0 2 0
CGzmn ss  4 1 1 0 Winn cf  4 0 1 2
LFord dh  1 0 0 0 EMrtnz dh  4 0 0 0
Mrneau 1b  4 0 1 1 BBoone 2b  4 1 1 0
THnter cf  4 0 0 0 Ibanez lf  4 0 1 1
JJones rf  4 0 1 1 DWilsn c  3 0 0 0
Koskie 3b  4 1 1 0 Spiezio 1b  3 1 1 0
Cddyer 2b  4 0 2 1 Blmqist pr  0 1 0 0
Bowen c  2 0 0 0 Leone 3b  3 0 0 0
Offrmn ph  1 0 0 0 Lopez ss  3 1 1 0
HBlnco c  1 0 0 0  
Totals  32 3 6 3 Totals 32 4 7 3
Minnesota  200 001 000—3
Seattle  000 120 001—4
One out when winning run scored.

E—HBlanco (5), JRincon (3). LOB—Minneso-
ta 6, Seattle 5. 2B—JJones (17), Cuddyer (17),
BBoone (21), Ibanez (15). SB—ShStewart (5),
Bloomquist (11).

 IP H R ER BB SO
Minnesota  
Radke  6 5 3 3 2 4
Romero  1 1 0 0 0 1
JRincon L,9-5  11/3 1 1 0 0 2
Seattle  
Madritsch  7 6 3 3 3 6
Atchison  2/3 0 0 0 1 1
Sherrill W,1-1  11/3 0 0 0 0 2

WP—Radke. T—2:54. A—35,192 (47,447).

Angels 4, Orioles 2
BALTIMORE  ANAHEIM  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
BRbrts 2b  5 1 2 0 Eckstin ss  4 1 0 0
Newhn dh  4 0 1 1 Figgins 2b  4 0 0 0
Mora 3b  4 0 0 0 VGrero rf  3 2 1 1
Tejada ss  4 0 1 0 GAndsn cf  4 0 3 2
RPlmo 1b  3 0 2 0 JGillen lf  3 0 1 1
JvLopz c  4 0 1 0 Erstad 1b  2 0 0 0
Surhoff rf  3 1 1 1 Quinlan 3b  3 0 0 0
Bigbie lf  3 0 0 0 Amzga 3b  1 0 0 0
Hrst Jr cf  4 0 1 0 Salmon dh  3 0 0 0

 DVnon dh  1 0 0 0
 JMolna c  3 1 1 0

Totals  34 2 9 2 Totals 31 4 6 4
Baltimore  000 010 001—2
Anaheim  000 001 30x—4

E—Grimsley (4), JGuillen (3). DP—Anaheim
1. LOB—Baltimore 9, Anaheim 8. 2B—BRob-
erts (34), RPalmeiro (17), Hairston Jr. (19),
GAnderson (11), JGuillen (22), JMolina (8).
HR—Surhoff (5), VGuerrero (25). SB—Ne-
whan (5), Tejada (3). S—Bigbie.

 IP H R ER BB SO
Baltimore  
Bedard  52/3 3 1 1 4 6
Grimsley L,4-6  1 1 2 0 0 1
BRyan  1/3 2 1 1 1 0
Rodriguez  1 0 0 0 0 1
Anaheim  
KEscobar W,7-8  7 6 1 1 2 7
FRodriguez  1 1 0 0 1 3
Percival S,22  1 2 1 1 0 1

PB—JvLopez. T—3:04. A—41,446 (45,030).

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 64 48 .571 —
Philadelphia 59 55 .518 6
Florida 55 57 .491 9
New York 53 59 .473 11
Montreal 46 66 .411 18

Central Division
St. Louis 74 38 .661 —
Chicago 62 51 .549 12½
Houston 56 57 .496 18½
Cincinnati 54 59 .478 20½
Pittsburgh 53 58 .477 20½
Milwaukee 53 59 .473 21

West Division
Los Angeles 67 45 .598 —
San Diego 60 53 .531 7½
San Francisco 60 55 .522 8½
Colorado 51 63 .447 17
Arizona 35 80 .304 33½

Wednesday’s games
Atlanta 10, Milwaukee 3
Montreal 7, Arizona 3
St. Louis 1, Florida 0
Pittsburgh 8, San Francisco 6, 11 innings
Philadelphia 15, Colorado 4
Houston 5, N.Y. Mets 4, 10 innings
Los Angeles 11, Cincinnati 1
Chicago Cubs 5, San Diego 1

Thursday’s games
Houston at N.Y. Mets
Los Angeles at Cincinnati
St. Louis at Florida
San Diego at Chicago Cubs
Arizona at Montreal
San Francisco at Pittsburgh
Colorado at Philadelphia
Milwaukee at Atlanta

Friday’s games
Los Angeles (Od.Perez 5-4) at Chicago

Cubs (Maddux 11-7)
Houston (Clemens 12-4) at Montreal

(Rauch 1-0)
Colorado (Fassero 2-8) at Pittsburgh

(K.Wells 5-6)
San Francisco (Hennessey 0-1) at Philadel-

phia (Myers 7-8)
Arizona (Fossum 2-11) at N.Y. Mets (Ben-

son 8-9)
San Diego (D.Wells 6-7) at Cincinnati (P.Wil-

son 9-3)
St. Louis (W.Williams 8-6) at Atlanta (Byrd

4-3)
Florida (Valdez 10-6) at Milwaukee (Capua-

no 6-6)
Saturday’s games

St. Louis at Atlanta
Los Angeles at Chicago Cubs
San Francisco at Philadelphia
Houston at Montreal
Florida at Milwaukee
Colorado at Pittsburgh
Arizona at N.Y. Mets
San Diego at Cincinnati

Sunday’s games
Houston at Montreal
Arizona at N.Y. Mets
San Diego at Cincinnati
Colorado at Pittsburgh
San Francisco at Philadelphia
Florida at Milwaukee
Los Angeles at Chicago Cubs
St. Louis at Atlanta

Wednesday
Braves 10, Brewers 3

MILWAUKEE  ATLANTA  
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi

Cunsell ss  5 1 0 0 Furcal ss  5 1 2 0
BHall 2b  4 0 2 1 MGiles 2b  5 1 2 0
Jenkins lf  4 0 1 0 NGreen 2b  0 0 0 0
Ovrbay 1b  3 1 1 0 JDrew rf  4 2 2 2
BClark rf  4 0 2 1 JEstda c  2 1 0 0
Helms 3b  4 0 1 0 EddPrz c  1 0 0 0
GBnntt c  4 1 3 0 Lroche 1b  4 3 3 3
Pdsdnk cf  4 0 2 0 AJones cf  3 1 0 0
VSants p  2 0 0 0 Thmas lf  5 1 3 2
JBenntt p  0 0 0 0 DeRosa 3b  5 0 2 1
Grieve ph  0 0 0 0 Hmptn p  3 0 1 0
Wise p  0 0 0 0 Grybsk p  0 0 0 0
Burba p  0 0 0 0 JuCruz p  1 0 0 0
Mgrder ph  0 0 0 1 JuFrco ph  1 0 0 0

 Alfnsca p  0 0 0 0
Totals  34 3 12 3 Totals 39 10 15 8
Milwaukee  010 000 101— 3
Atlanta  021 041 02x—10

E—Helms (13). DP—Milwaukee 1, Atlanta 3.
LOB—Milwaukee 7, Atlanta 11. 2B—BHall 2
(15), Overbay (39), BClark (7), GBennett (9),
Thomas (7). HR—JDrew (25), Laroche 2 (7).
SF—Magruder.

 IP H R ER BB SO
Milwaukee  
VSantos L,9-8  42/3 8 7 5 3 5
JBennett  11/3 2 1 1 0 2
Wise  1/3 1 0 0 0 0
Burba  12/3 4 2 2 1 4
Atlanta  
Hampton W,8-8  5 9 1 1 1 1
Gryboski  1 0 0 0 0 1
JuCruz  2 1 1 1 1 2
Alfonseca  1 2 1 1 0 0

Hampton pitched to 1 batter in the 6th.
HBP—by JBennett (JEstrada), by VSantos
(JEstrada). WP—Alfonseca. T—3:03.
A—21,673 (50,091).

Expos 7, Diamondbacks 3
ARIZONA  MONTREAL  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
McCkn lf  4 0 1 0 Wlkrsn lf  2 1 2 0
AGreen 2b  4 0 1 0 EChvez cf  4 1 1 0
Tracy 3b  4 1 1 0 Vidro 2b  2 1 1 1
Hlnbrn 1b  4 0 0 0 HMateo 2b  2 0 1 0
DBtista rf  4 1 3 0 TBtsta 3b  4 0 0 1
Cintron ss  4 0 0 0 Sledge rf  4 1 1 0
Terrero cf  4 1 1 1 ASGzlz ss  3 1 0 0
Hill c  2 0 0 0 NJhnsn 1b  3 1 1 1
Webb p  2 0 0 0 Schndr c  3 1 1 4
Rndlph p  0 0 0 0 JoPttsn p  3 0 0 0
Baerga ph  1 0 1 1 Eschen p  0 0 0 0
Dssens p  0 0 0 0 Tucker p  0 0 0 0
Totals  33 3 8 2 Totals 30 7 8 7
Arizona  000 000 300—3
Montreal  000 601 00x—7

DP—Arizona 2, Montreal 1. LOB—Arizona 4,
Montreal 4. 2B—Sledge (9), NJohnson (15).
HR—Schneider (11). CS—AGreen (1).

 IP H R ER BB SO
Arizona  
Webb L,4-14  52/3 8 7 7 4 3
Randolph  1/3 0 0 0 1 1
Dessens  2 0 0 0 0 0
Montreal  
JoPatterson W,2-2  62/3 6 3 2 1 6
Eischen  1 1 0 0 0 1
Tucker  11/3 1 0 0 0 0

WP—Webb. PB—Schneider. T—2:32.
A—5,089 (46,338).

Cardinals 1, Marlins 0
ST. LOUIS  FLORIDA  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Wmack 2b  4 0 1 0 Pierre cf  3 0 1 0
LWalkr rf  3 0 1 0 LCstillo 2b  3 0 0 0
Pujols 1b  4 0 1 0 L Duca c  4 0 0 0
Rolen 3b  3 1 0 0 Cbrera lf  4 0 0 0
Edmnd cf  2 0 1 0 Lowell 3b  3 0 0 0
Rnteria ss  4 0 2 1 Conine 1b  3 0 0 0
RSndrs lf  4 0 0 0 JEcrcn rf  3 0 0 0
Kline p  0 0 0 0 AGnzlz ss  2 0 1 0
Isrnghs p  0 0 0 0 Pavano p  1 0 0 0
Mtheny c  3 0 0 0 Easley ph  1 0 0 0
Suppan p  3 0 0 0 Mota p  0 0 0 0
Mabry lf  0 0 0 0  
Totals  30 1 6 1 Totals 27 0 2 0
St. Louis  000 001 000—1
Florida  000 000 000—0

LOB—St. Louis 7, Florida 4. 2B—Renteria
(28). SB—LWalker (4). CS—Womack (4), Rent-
eria (6). S—LCastillo, Pavano.

 IP H R ER BB SO
St. Louis  
Suppan W,10-6  8 2 0 0 2 2
Kline  1/3 0 0 0 0 0
Isrnghs S,31  2/3 0 0 0 0 1
Florida  
Pavano L,12-5  8 6 1 1 4 5
Mota  1 0 0 0 1 1

Suppan pitched to 1 batter in the 9th.
T—2:31. A—18,686 (36,331).

Pirates 8, Giants 6 (11)
SAN FRANCISCO  PITTSBURGH  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Drham 2b  4 2 2 2 Kendall c  4 1 3 0
Mohr rf  6 1 2 0 JWilsn ss  5 2 1 0
Feliz 1b  5 1 1 0 Bay lf  6 2 4 4
Eyre p  0 0 0 0 CWilsn 1b  6 1 1 2
NPerez ph  1 0 0 0 Wggntn 3b  2 0 0 0
Hrmns p  0 0 0 0 TRdmn cf  5 1 1 0
Bonds lf  2 0 0 1 JBtista rf  2 0 0 0
Alfonzo 3b  3 0 1 2 Mckwk rf  2 0 0 0
Grssom cf  4 1 1 0 Castillo 2b  5 1 2 2
Przyns c  5 0 1 0 SBrnett p  2 0 0 0
DCruz ss  5 0 1 1 Mdows p  0 0 0 0
Rueter p  2 0 0 0 Simon ph  0 0 0 0
Rnsom ph  0 0 0 0 OlPrez pr  0 0 0 0
TyWlkr p  0 0 0 0 Gnzalez p  0 0 0 0
Tucker ph  1 1 1 0 STorres p  0 0 0 0
Brower p  0 0 0 0 Hill ph  1 0 0 0
Snow 1b  1 0 1 0 Mesa p  0 0 0 0

 Cota ph  1 0 0 0
 Grabow p  0 0 0 0

Totals  39 6 11 6 Totals 41 8 12 8
San Francisco  300 100 002 00—6
Pittsburgh  301 200 000 02—8
No outs when winning run scored.

E—Pierzynski (1). DP—Pittsburgh 4.
LOB—San Francisco 9, Pittsburgh 11. 2B—Mo-
hr (12), DCruz (20), Kendall (21). 3B—JWilson
(11). HR—Durham (12), Bay (15), CWilson
(20), Castillo (4). S—Alfonzo, JBautista.

 IP H R ER BB SO
San Francisco  
Rueter  5 7 6 6 2 0
TyWalker  3 2 0 0 3 3
Brower  1/3 1 0 0 1 1
Eyre  12/3 0 0 0 1 0
Hrmns L,4-5  0 2 2 2 0 0
Pittsburgh  
SBurnett  52/3 7 4 4 5 1
Meadows  1/3 0 0 0 0 0
Gonzalez  1 0 0 0 0 1
STorres  1 0 0 0 0 0
Mesa  2 3 2 2 2 0
Grabow W,2-4  1 1 0 0 1 0

Hermanson pitched to 2 batters in the
11th. WP—SBurnett. T—3:18. A—25,814
(38,496).

Phillies 15, Rockies 4
COLORADO  PHILADELPHIA  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
LuGnzl 2b  4 0 1 0 Rollins ss  3 3 1 2
Clayton ss  4 0 1 0 Planco 3b  5 2 2 1
Helton 1b  4 0 1 0 Utley 2b  5 1 1 3
Castilla 3b  3 1 1 0 Thome 1b  4 3 2 3
Burnitz rf  3 1 1 0 BAbreu rf  5 1 2 1
MaSwy rf  1 0 0 0 Lbrthal c  4 1 1 1
PrWlsn cf  3 1 2 0 Mchels lf  4 1 2 1
Piedra cf  1 0 0 0 Byrd cf  4 0 0 0
Hlliday lf  4 1 1 3 Wolf p  3 3 3 3
CJhson c  4 0 2 1 Crmier p  0 0 0 0
JJnngs p  2 0 0 0 Glnville ph  1 0 0 0
JrLopz p  0 0 0 0 RHrndz p  0 0 0 0
Brnero p  0 0 0 0  
Pellow ph  1 0 0 0  
Smpson p  0 0 0 0  
Closser ph  1 0 0 0  
Totals  35 4 10 4 Totals 38 15 14 15
Colorado  000 400 000— 4
Philadelphia  014 202 33x—15

DP—Philadelphia 2. LOB—Colorado 5, Phila-
delphia 2. 2B—Holliday (22), Polanco (11),
BAbreu (30), Lieberthal (22). HR—Rollins (8),
Utley (12), Thome 2 (35), Wolf 2 (3).

Major League Baseball scoreboard

 IP H R ER BB SO
Colorado  
JJennings L,10-10 4 6 7 7 2 4
JrLopez  1 0 0 0 0 0
Bernero  1 2 2 2 0 0
Simpson  2 6 6 6 1 2
Philadelphia  
Wolf W,5-7  7 9 4 4 0 6
Cormier  1 0 0 0 0 1
RHernandez  1 1 0 0 0 0

HBP—by Cormier (Castilla). T—2:34.
A—40,634 (43,500).

Astros 5, Mets 4 (10)
HOUSTON  NEW YORK  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Biggio lf  3 0 1 0 Valent 1b  4 1 1 0
Wthers p  0 0 0 0 DGrcia 2b  4 0 1 0
DMiceli p  0 0 0 0 Floyd lf  1 1 0 0
Lane ph  1 0 0 0 Wllams lf  1 0 0 0
Lidge p  0 0 0 0 Hidalgo rf  3 1 1 0
Brntlett lf  0 0 0 0 Cmeron cf  4 0 0 0
CBeltrn cf  3 1 1 0 Wright 3b  4 0 2 1
Bgwell 1b  5 0 1 1 VWilsn c  3 0 0 1
Brkmn rf  3 0 0 1 McEwg ss  4 0 0 0
JKent 2b  5 0 1 0 MGintr p  2 0 0 0
Ensbrg 3b  5 2 3 0 Bttlco p  0 0 0 0
JVzcno ss  4 1 2 1 Reyes ph  1 0 1 0
RChavz c  3 0 0 0 Trchsel pr  0 1 0 0
Lamb ph  1 0 0 0 DeJean p  0 0 0 0
Asmus c  1 0 1 1 Zeile ph  1 0 0 0
Oswalt p  2 0 2 1 Looper p  0 0 0 0
Hrvlle p  0 0 0 0 JPhllps ph  1 0 0 0
OPlmro lf  1 1 0 0  
Bullngr p  0 0 0 0  
Totals  37 5 12 5 Totals 33 4 6 2
Houston  020 000 200 1—5
New York  010 100 200 0—4

E—RChavez (3). DP—New York 1. LOB—
Houston 10, New York 11. 2B—JVizcaino (10),
Reyes (13). SB—Biggio (3), CBeltran (11),
JKent (6), Ensberg (6), DGarcia (3), Hidalgo
(3). S—Biggio, JVizcaino, DGarcia, VWilson.
SF—Berkman, VWilson.

 IP H R ER BB SO
Houston  
Oswalt  5 2 2 2 5 5
Harville  1 0 0 0 0 1
Weathers  1/3 2 2 2 0 0
DMiceli  2/3 0 0 0 3 1
Lidge W,3-5  2 1 0 0 0 3
Bullinger S,1  1 1 0 0 0 0
New York  
MGinter  6 7 2 2 1 2
Bottalico  1 1 2 2 2 1
DeJean  1 1 0 0 1 1
Looper L,2-3  2 3 1 1 1 0

HBP—by Oswalt (Floyd). WP—Oswalt,
DMiceli. PB—VWilson. Balk—Oswalt. T—3:47.
A—32,060 (57,405).

Dodgers 11, Reds 1
LOS ANGELES  CINCINNATI  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Izturis ss  5 1 1 0 FLopez 3b  4 0 1 0
SFinley cf  3 2 3 1 Larkin ss  4 1 2 0
Brdley rf  2 0 0 0 Casey 1b  4 0 1 0
Vntura 1b  3 0 1 0 Dunn lf  4 0 1 1
Beltre 3b  4 2 1 0 WPena cf  4 0 0 0
ShGren 1b  3 3 1 3 DJmnz 2b  3 0 0 0
Werth lf  4 1 0 1 Vn Wal rf  1 0 0 0
JHrndz 2b  5 1 2 5 Poppel p  0 0 0 0
Ross c  4 1 1 1 Hmmel ph  1 0 0 0
Weaver p  4 0 1 0 RWgnr p  0 0 0 0
Snchez p  0 0 0 0 JCastro ph  1 0 0 0

 GWhite p  0 0 0 0
 Graves p  0 0 0 0
 Vlentin c  3 0 0 0
 Clausen p  0 0 0 0
 JaCruz rf  3 0 0 0

Totals  37 11 11 11 Totals 32 1 5 1
Los Angeles  403 400 000—11
Cincinnati  000 100 000— 1

DP—Cincinnati 1. LOB—Los Angeles 6, Cin-
cinnati 4. 2B—Izturis (21), Larkin (15), Casey
(37). 3B—JHernandez (1). HR—ShGreen (16),
JHernandez (10), Ross (4).

 IP H R ER BB SO
Los Angeles  
Weaver W,10-10  8 4 1 1 0 7
Sanchez  1 1 0 0 0 0
Cincinnati  
Claussen L,1-3  3 4 7 7 5 2
Van Poppel  2 6 4 4 1 1
RWagner  2 0 0 0 0 3
GWhite  1 1 0 0 0 1
Graves  1 0 0 0 0 2

HBP—by Claussen (Ross). WP—Weaver.
T—2:33. A—39,933 (42,271).

Cubs 5, Padres 1
SAN DIEGO  CHICAGO  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Brrghs 3b  4 0 2 0 CPttson cf  3 1 2 2
Loretta 2b  4 1 2 0 Grcprr ss  4 0 0 0
BGiles rf  4 0 0 0 Alou lf  4 1 1 0
Nevin 1b  4 0 0 0 SSosa rf  3 1 1 0
Klesko lf  3 0 1 0 ARmrz 3b  3 0 0 1
Long cf  4 0 0 0 DeLee 1b  2 0 0 1
RaHrdz c  4 0 1 0 Grdzln 2b  3 0 1 0
KGreen ss  3 0 0 0 Barrett c  3 2 2 0
Htchck p  2 0 0 0 Zmbrno p  3 0 1 1
Beck p  0 0 0 0 Hwkins p  0 0 0 0
Hansen ph  1 0 0 0  
Wtsick p  0 0 0 0  
Totals  33 1 6 0 Totals 28 5 8 5
San Diego  000 001 000—1
Chicago  002 012 00x—5

DP—San Diego 1. LOB—San Diego 6, Chica-
go 3. 2B—Loretta (35), Klesko (22), SSosa
(16), Barrett 2 (20). HR—CPatterson (14).
SB—CPatterson (18). CS—CPatterson (6).
SF—ARamirez, DeLee.

 IP H R ER BB SO
San Diego  
Hitchcock L,0-1  5 6 5 5 2 5
Beck  2 2 0 0 0 0
Witasick  1 0 0 0 0 1
Chicago  
Zmbrno W,11-6  8 5 1 1 1 6
Hawkins  1 1 0 0 0 0

Hitchcock pitched to 2 batters in the 6th.
WP—Zambrano 2. T—2:12. A—39,165
(39,345).
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The Associated Press

BOSTON — The way Kevin
Millar has been hitting, he should
see his name on Boston’s lineup
card every game.

After publicly venting his frus-
tration over the weekend about
Red Sox manager Terry Fran-
cona’s ever-changing batting
order, Millar had four hits and
four RBIs to lead Boston to a 14-4
victory over Tampa Bay on
Wednesday night.

“I made a mistake” and had a
“great” talk
with Francona,
Millar said.
“The people in
this clubhouse
know that I’m
not selfish. I

want to contribute and help this
team win.”

Millar became frustrated Satur-
day when he was a late addition
to the lineup, filling in for ailing
Manny Ramirez.

On Wednesday at Fenway
Park, Millar went 4-for-4 with
two singles, a double and a
three-run homer, tying his career
high of four hits, in just five in-
nings.

A career .290 hitter, Millar is
31-for-66 (.470) with seven hom-
ers and 21 RBIs in his last 19
games to increase his batting av-
erage from .269 to .306. He had
just five homers and 25 RBIs in
his first 85 games.

“It’s been a tough year, mental-
ly, but I’ll be stronger,” Millar
said.

Boston scored five runs apiece
in the second and third innings
for a 13-1 lead. Jason Varitek
drove in four runs with two dou-
bles and Johnny Damon reached
base in each of the first four in-
nings on two singles, a double and
a walk.

Damon had two RBIs and
David Ortiz also drove in two
runs, giving him 100 for the sec-
ond straight season and leaving
him one short of his career high.

“The clubs are good that we’re
playing,” Tampa Bay manager
Lou Piniella said. “We have
young pitching and they have vet-
eran hitters. That’s a bad combi-
nation.”

Making his first career appear-
ance against Boston, Dewon Bra-
zelton (4-4) had the worst outing
of his 13 starts this season, allow-
ing eight runs — seven earned —
in 12/3 innings.

Derek Lowe (10-10) again bene-
fited from an offensive outburst
by Boston, which had 15 hits in
winning for the fourth time in five
games. The Red Sox have scored
nine or more runs in eight of
Lowe’s victories.

Lowe left with a blister on his
pitching thumb with two outs in
the sixth and the score 13-3. He al-
lowed nine hits with four strike-
outs and one walk.

Yankees 4, Rangers 2: Derek
Jeter hit a solo homer and
Tanyon Sturtze pitched five in-
nings in a spot start for visiting
New York.

Sturtze (4-2), moved into the ro-
tation because Javier Vazquez
has pink eye, allowed two runs on
three hits in the first inning, but
gave up just two more hits.

Mariano Rivera got three outs
for his 39th save.

Angels 4, Orioles 2: Vladimir
Guerrero’s homer in the sixth
tied it and Garret Anderson’s
two-run single in the seventh
gave the host Angels the lead,
helping Anaheim snap Balti-
more’s season-high eight-game
winning streak.

Tigers 11, Athletics 3: Dmitri
Young hit a three-run homer, Wil-

fredo Ledezma (2-0) pitched 52/3

innings to earn his first victory as
a starter this season and Detroit
beat the host Athletics.

Indians 3, Blue Jays 2: C.C. Sa-
bathia (9-6) pitched seven innings
and rookie Grady Sizemore drove
in the go-ahead run with a sacri-
fice fly in the sixth, leading the
host Indians over Toronto.

Royals 4, White Sox 2: Darrell
May (9-12) didn’t allow a hit until
two outs in the sixth, Mike
Sweeney hit a two-run homer and
visiting Kansas City ended a
five-game losing streak.

Chicago committed three er-
rors in losing for the 13th time in
17 games.

Mariners 4, Twins 3: Pinch
runner Willie Bloomquist ad-
vanced to second on Juan Rin-
con’s error, then stole third and
scored when catcher Henry Blan-
co’s throw appeared to ricochet
off his helmet toward the
third-base dugout to give the Mar-
iners a victory in Seattle.

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Randy
Wolf gave Philadelphia exactly
what it needed: a strong effort on
the mound and some pop in a list-
less lineup.

Wolf homered twice, giving
him three this season, and threw
seven innings to lead the Phillies
to a 15-4 victory over the Colo-
rado Rockies on Wednesday

night.
“It’s nice to

absorb it and
enjoy it, be-
cause who
knows if it will
ever happen

again,” Wolf said.
Wolf, who has four career hom-

ers, went 3-for-3 and scored three
runs in becoming the first major
league pitcher to homer twice in a
game since the Phillies’ Robert
Person on June 2, 2002, against
Montreal.

Wolf (5-7) won for only the
third time since June 1, allowing
four runs, striking out six and
walking none in seven innings. It
was an encouraging performance
for Wolf, who pitched seven in-
nings for only the third time in 15
starts, during which he was 3-6
with six no-decisions.

Jim Thome also homered
twice, Chase Utley hit a three-run
homer and Jimmy Rollins added
a two-run shot for the Phillies,
who lost the first two games of the
series to Colorado.

Wolf hit a solo shot to right in
the third off Jason Jennings
(10-10) and another in the sixth
off Adam Bernero that just
cleared the right-field wall. He is
hitting .308 (12-for-39).

“Wolf’s a decent hitter,” Jen-
nings said. “He has an idea what
he’s doing up there.”

Dodgers11, Reds1: Jose Her-
nandez hit a bases-loaded triple
and a two-run homer and Shawn
Green added a three-run shot for
the visiting Dodgers. The NL
West leaders won for the seventh
time in nine games.

Cardinals 1, Marlins 0: Jeff
Suppan (10-6) allowed just two
hits in eight-plus innings, Edgar

Renteria singled home the only
run and the visiting Cardinals ex-
tended their winning streak to
seven games.

Braves 10, Brewers 3: Adam
LaRoche had his first career
two-homer game and J.D. Drew
added a solo shot. Charles Tho-
mas had two hits for the Braves,
including a two-run single after a
brief power outage in the fifth.

Pirates 8, Giants 6 (11): Craig
Wilson hit a two-run homer in the
11th off Dustin Hermanson (4-5)
and the host Pirates won their
fourth straight.

Expos 7, Diamondbacks 3:
Brian Schneider’s grand slam
capped a six-run fourth inning
and helped extend visiting Arizo-
na’s losing streak to six.

Astros 5, Mets 4 (10): Brad
Ausmus’ RBI single in the 10th
ended a game played through a
steady rain until a 55-minute
delay in the sixth.

Cubs 5, Padres 1: Carlos Zam-
brano (11-6) threw eight innings
for host Chicago in his return
from a five-game suspension.

Boston star follows gripe session
with four hits, four RBIs vs. Rays

Yet again, injury stops Griffey

AP

Randy Wolf acknowledges an

ovation after hitting his second

home run against Colorado.

Millar makes bid
for a lineup spot

AP

Baltimore’s David Newhan singles

in a run in the fifth inning Wednes-

day night against the Anaheim

Angels. Newhan had three hits in

the game but the Angels beat the

Orioles 4-2, ending Baltimore’s

winning streak at eight games.

BY TERRY KINNEY

The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — Ken Griffey
Jr. will miss the rest of the season
because of a torn right hamstring,
the latest setback in a long line of
injuries for Cincinnati’s All-Star
outfielder.

Team medical director Dr. Tim-
othy Kremchek said an MRI
exam showed Griffey ruptured
his right hamstring last week in
San Francisco. He will have sur-
gery Monday.

Griffey, who hit his 500th ca-
reer home run earlier this season,
could be fully recovered in time
for spring training, Kremchek
said.

The Reds said Griffey was hurt
while making a sliding catch in
right field. He had moved over

from his usual spot in center field
for the game, his first action in
nearly four weeks since tearing
his hamstring in Milwaukee.

“He had a complete rupture of
the hamstring off the bone,”
Kremchek said. “He knew it
wasn’t right, and that’s why he
hadn’t really played since he in-
jured it in San Francisco.

“He didn’t come back (to Cin-
cinnati) earlier because I think he
was hoping he would be able to
get over this and pinch hit or he’d
be able to do something to help
the team.”

The injury is similar to one
Griffey had on his left side three
years ago. But that one was a par-
tial tear that healed without sur-
gery, Kremchek said.

“Knowing he’s going to be out

for the year, it’s a really big
blow,” Reds closer Danny Graves
said after Cincinnati’s 11-1 loss to
Los Angeles. “Nobody really sus-
pected anything. To find out in
the middle of the game was very
discouraging.”

In recent years, Griffey has
been plagued by injuries.

He missed more than a month
in 2001 because of a torn ham-
string that bothered him through-
out that season. He spent two long
stints on the DL in 2002 because
of a torn knee tendon and a torn
right hamstring.

He was on the DL twice again
last year for a dislocated right
shoulder and torn ankle tendon.

This year, he had to drop out of
the All-Star Game after straining
his right hamstring.

Griffey was hitting .253 with 20
homers and 60 RBIs.

Wolf’s home run
binge keys Phils
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BY RUSTY BRYAN

Stars and Stripes

KUTNO, Poland — With the ad-
dition of a championship-caliber
softball field this fall, Little
League Baseball’s European Re-
gion’s complex continues to grow.

Expansion of the game has
been uneven, according to the as-
sistant director of the organiza-
tion’s European Region.

“We had 130 leagues this year
in our region (Europe, the Middle
East and Africa),” said Shawn
Sombati, who estimated the re-
gion encompasses 8,500 of Little
League’s 3 million players world-
wide. But “we’ve had higher num-
bers in the past.”

Money issues are mainly re-
sponsible for the wavy pattern on
the region’s growth chart, accord-
ing to the 29-year-old Sombati.

“A lot of federations have trou-
ble coming up with the money to
charter their leagues,” he said.
“What a lot of countries will do if
they don’t plan to send a team to
the tournament is not charter
them.”

Little League isn’t about tourna-
ments, Sombati said.

“It is based on getting as many
kids participating as possible. We
want them to be included. If they

can’t afford the fees, there are
things we can do.”

Lack of trust is another reason
that national baseball and softball
federations are sometimes reluc-
tant to charter their leagues.

“Some federations think we’re
going to come in and take over
their youth programs and their
money,” Sombati said. “But we
want them to understand that
we’re not a threat.”

London Area Little League
President Ron Pasch, who is
about to begin his fourth year on
the job, said he has found Little
League officials to be invaluable
and he’s enthusiastic about what
the Little League headquarters —
mainly Europe Region Director
Beata Kuszuba — has done for
the program in his area.

“Beata has been very support-
ive and helpful of our league,” he
said. “She’s given us an apprecia-
tion of the benefits available from
Little League and what we need
to do to get ready for the tourna-
ment.

“In a situation involving expa-
triates, where there’s so much
turnover, it’s nice to have some-
one who can tell you how to do
things,” Pasch added.

Progress is also being made in
places far away.

“Uganda is going strong,” Som-
bati said. “We have a lot of expa-
triates there working with the
schools.”

Sombati said the win-at-all-cost
philosophy sometimes hampers
Little League’s efforts in Europe.

“In some countries, the empha-
sis is on winning. There might be
three or four clubs located in a
big city, but they draw only the
best players from all over the

country,” Sombati said. “They
see Little League as competition
for players.”

To deal with the baseball’s ob-
scurity problem in some areas, or-
ganized baseball sends former
professional players abroad to
conduct clinics and demonstra-
tions, Sombati said. And the cable
channel Eurosport used to tele-
vise a Little League game each
week, Sombati said.

“But in places like Poland,
there’s nothing on TV. It’s hard to
spread the word.”

In those cases, people who have
lived in the States or seen movies
about the game are the key to get-
ting things started.

“Youth groups and churches ...
can adopt a Little League team
right away,” Sombati said. “In
Ukraine, they’re starting leagues
at orphanages. The programs are
getting better all the time.”

Sombati said Little League de-
votes all the resources it can to
building the game in the Europe-
an region, providing assistance,
instruction, encouragement and
whatever money is available.

“Little League is an organiza-
tion with good financial backing,”
Sombati said, “but there’s only so
much we can do.”

E-mail Rusty Bryan at:
bryanr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY RUSTY BRYAN

Stars and Stripes

KUTNO, Poland — Saudi Arabia and Ram-
stein moved into Friday’s title game of Little
League Baseball’s Transatlantic Regional
tournament with decisive victories in Thurs-
day’s semifinals.

Saudi Arabia, the No. 1 seed after pool play,
crushed Naples 22-0 and
Ramstein defeated Lon-
don 6-2.

For the second straight
year, Saudi Arabia and
Ramstein will play at 2

p.m. Friday for a berth in the Little League
World Series in Williamsport, Pa. Saudi Ara-
bia is the four-time defending champ in the
event.

Ramstein 6, London 2: “Now all we’ve got
to do is slay the dragon,” Ramstein assistant
Gus Ortiz said after pitcher Andrew Bossert
went the distance against London in 80-de-
gree sunshine that again graced play here.

Bossert, who had been scheduled to rest his
injured foot another day, was pressed into ser-
vice when a dispute over how many innings
another Ramstein pitcher, Stephen Braden,
had worked made him ineligible to throw
Thursday.

Bossert responded by shutting down Lon-
don, giving up six hits and striking out four.

“I wasn’t tired, but it’s hard pitching a
whole game,” said Bossert, who read about
this tournament as a new arrival in Ramstein
last August and made playing here his goal.

“I’ve never pitched more than four innings
before.”

Bossert used his curveball to keep the Lon-
don hitters off balance. A two-run double to
Matt Braun was the only threat London could
muster.

Ramstein’s defense was solid, too.
“We played great defense,” coach Andre

Murray said as he hugged his players after
the game, “and our hitters came alive.”

Jacob Groth had three singles and two

RBIs. Groth had the benefit of having runners

on base each time because London chose to in-

tentionally walk Chris Johnson, who leads the

tournament with five home runs.

“There was no pressure,” Groth said of hav-

ing to extract the price for walking Johnson.

“It was fun.”

So determined were the London coaches

not to let Johnson beat them that they inten-

tionally walked him twice with the bases load-
ed.

Johnson said he wasn’t too upset about not
getting the chance to hit.

“Kind of,” he said, “but it’s a sign of re-
spect.”

Ramstein now has to take on Saudi Arabia,
which beat the German champs 12-1 earlier
in the week.

“Forget that 12-1 game,” Ramstein’s
Dreshawn Murray said. “We’re going to Penn-
sylvania and eat at Red Lobster.”

Saudi Arabia 22, Italy 0: Naples — a 20-0
loser to Saudi Arabia earlier in the week —
tried to make defensive changes to slow their
opponents on Thursday.

Naples coaches moved acrobatic shortstop
Devon Mitchell to left field, catcher Tyler
Hall to third and turned short over to Tyler Ja-
cobson.

“We know where the ball’s going to go,” Na-
ples assistant coach Dwight Smalls said as the
game got under way.

Getting to it was another matter.
Catcher Colt Hankamer ripped a shot into

the left field corner to open the game and
Saudi Arabia was on its way. Before the first
inning was over, Saudi Arabia had sent 15 bat-
ters to the plate, scoring 10 runs.

Mark Lumpa hit a three-run homer in the
frame and finished the game 4-for-4.

In the third inning, Saudi manager Tommy
Bumstead began giving every batter the bunt
sign to keep the scoring down. Saudi ARabia
still scored nine runs in the inning, helped by
five Naples errors.

The last 22 Saudi batters of the game were
instructed to bunt.

Naples managed four singles in the game.
“I told our last three batters to get on their

heels and swing for the fences,” Smalls said.
“You never know, you might hit it.”

They’ll get another chance to pull the trig-
ger at 11 a.m. Friday when they play for third
place against London.

E-mail Rusty Bryan at:
bryanr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Mike Piazza,
the New York Mets’ top hitter,
and left-hander Tom Glavine, one
of the club’s best pitchers, will be
out until late August because of in-
juries.

Piazza was placed on the
15-day disabled list Wednesday,
retroactive to Aug. 7, because of
inflammation in his left knee.

The Mets said that Glavine
won’t pitch again until at least
Aug. 21 as recovers from injuries
received in an automobile acci-

dent. Glavine
was hurt Tues-
day while
riding in a taxi
cab traveling
from La-

Guardia Airport to nearby Shea
Stadium, and lost his two front
teeth. He missed his scheduled
start Wednesday against Hous-
ton.

Piazza, an 11-time All-Star, is
batting .276 with 17 homers and
44 RBIs this season, but has
slumped badly since the end of
June. Glavine has an 8-10 record.

Marlins activate Benitez

MIAMI — Closer Armando Be-
nitez was activated from the dis-
abled list Thursday by the Florida
Marlins after being sidelined for
three weeks with elbow inflamma-
tion.

Benitez ranks fourth in the
major leagues with 33 saves and
his ERA of 1.25 ranked third
among relievers.

He last pitched July 22 against
Philadelphia.

The Marlins optioned
right-hander Ben Howard to Tri-
ple-A Albuquerque on Wednes-
day to make room for Benitez.

Royals recall Guiel

CHICAGO — The Kansas City
Royals on Wednesday recalled
outfielder Aaron Guiel from
Class AAA Omaha and placed out-
fielder Dee Brown on the 15-day
disabled list with a left ribcage in-
jury.

Guiel started the season with
the Royals and hit just .173 in 24
games before being placed on the
disabled list May 16 with blurred
vision in his left eye.

Last season, Guiel hit .277 with
15 home runs and 52 RBIs for
Kansas City. He was batting .310
for Omaha in 29 games.

Brown was hitting .243 with
two home runs and 15 RBIs for
the Royals in 43 games.

Mussina has rehab outing

COLUMBUS, Ohio — New
York Yankees right-hander Mike
Mussina pitched three scoreless
innings Wednesday night in a re-
habilitation start for Class AAA
Columbus.

Mussina (9-6), who went on the
disabled list July 6 because of a
stiff right elbow, allowed two hits,
struck out five and didn’t walk a
batter while throwing 46 pitches
— 29 strikes.

Little League tries to maintain growth overseas

Teams set up rematch of 2003 championship in Transatlantic Regional

Mets’ Piazza,
Glavine out;
Benitez back
with Marlins

RUSTY BRYAN/Stars and Stripes

Little League’s Europe Region

assistant director Shawn Sombati,

29, holds his personal contribu-

tion to the expansion of Little

League in Europe, son David, 9½

months, at the Edward J. Piszek

Stadium in Kutno, Poland.

Ramstein, Saudi Arabia to play for title

RUSTY BRYAN/Stars and Stripes

Naples third baseman Cody Bergen fields a

ground ball off the bat of Joel Reimer during a

22-0 loss to Saudi Arabia on Thursday in

Kutno, Poland. Reimer beat Bergen’s throw to

first base for one of his two hits.

Little
League
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GEORGIOUPOLIS, Greece —
Marion Jones is firmly on the
400-meter relay team and, if all
goes as planned, she will run all
three rounds of the event in the
Athens Olympics, the U.S. wom-
en’s coach said Thursday.

Coach Sue Humphrey said
Jones and three other sprinters
had separated themselves from
the others.

The women’s relay squad
would be, in order, Angela Will-

iams, Jones,
Lauryn Will-
iams and
LaTasha Col-
ander.

It’s the
same team that ran 41.37 seconds
in Munich on Sunday.

“That’s three-tenths of a sec-
ond off the world record,” Hum-
phrey said before she and a group
of athletes left for Athens Thurs-
day evening to participate in Fri-
day night’s opening ceremony.

Jones only has qualified for the
long jump after winning an un-
precedented five medals in Syd-
ney four years ago.

The U.S. Anti-Doping Agency
is investigating Jones but has not
charged her with any offense.
Humphrey has said that she has
talked about Jones’ situation with
USA Track & Field officials and
has heard nothing that would pre-
vent her from being a part of the
relay squad.

Humphrey said she would pre-

fer to use the same team through
all three rounds. That would
mean Jones would compete in the
long jump finals and the relay
semifinals Aug. 27. Lauryn Will-
iams and LaTasha Colander are
entered only in the 100 meters,
with finals Aug. 21. Angela Will-
iams is in the relay pool, meaning
she’s not entered in any individu-
al events. Humphrey said she has
not decided on the fifth and sixth
members of the team.

Staley will carry U.S. flag

ATHENS, Greece — Dawn Sta-
ley will carry the U.S. flag during
Friday’s opening ceremony, a
highlight in an Olympic career
that includes two gold medals.

Staley, the first basketball play-
er to lead the U.S. delegation in
an Olympics, was chosen by cap-

tains from each of the U.S. teams.
Staley, 34, plays for the WN-

BA’s Charlotte Sting and coaches
the women’s basketball team at
Temple. Staley is the University
of Virginia’s career leading scor-
er with 2,135 points.

S. Korean sets archery record

ATHENS, Greece — South Ko-
rean Park Sung-hyun set an indi-
vidual world record of 682 points
Thursday during the ranking
round of the Olympic archery
competition. Park broke the
72-arrow mark of 679, set in May
by Italian Natalia Valeeva.

The team of Park, Lee Sung-jin
and Yun Mi-jin also set a world
record of 2,030 for the 216-arrow
ranking round. The mark of 1,994
also was set by South Korea, in
the 2000 Sydney Olympics. Yun
was a member of that team.

Tall: Americans to face
tougher competition
in hostile environment

Olympic
briefs

TALL, FROM BACK PAGE

The roster also includes Shawn
Marion, a member of the U.S.
team that lost three times — to Ar-
gentina, Yugoslavia and Spain —
in Indianapolis during the 2002
World Championships.

The others are: Carlos Boozer,
Amare Stoudemire, Lamar
Odom, Dwyane Wade, Carmelo
Anthony and Stephon Marbury.

The young American players
could be caught off-guard by the
reception they’ll receive in Ath-
ens during the Summer Games
amid an environment of height-
ened anti-American sentiment.

“Most of these guys have been
adored wherever they’ve
played,” U.S. coach Larry Brown
said. “Compared to Ohio State at
Indiana, or North Carolina at
Duke, I guess it’ll be taken up a
notch or two. It’s going to be an in-
teresting thing to see how our
players respond.”

The neophytes will quickly dis-
cover that international crowds
are far more boisterous than the
ones back home, and the referees
are different, too. The internation-
al game tends to be far more phys-
ical, and referees’ calls can be a
problem at the worst possible mo-
ment.

In the semifinal game against
Lithuania in the Sydney Olym-
pics, the Americans led by two
points and had possession with
the clock winding down late in
regulation when a jump ball was
called.

In a ruling that continues to baf-
fle Brown, a jump ball violation
was called against Antonio
McDyess and the referees quick-
ly awarded the ball to Lithuania.
Guard Sarunas Jasikevicius drib-
bled downcourt and tossed up a
three-pointer that barely missed,
sparing the U.S. team the humilia-
tion of losing for only the third
time in the Olympics.

American teams have com-

plied a record of 109-2 in Olympic
play, the only losses coming in
1972 and 1988.

Their competition will be
strong in Athens, with Lithuania,
Serbia and Montenegro, Spain
and Argentina expected to be
among the teams contending for
the gold medal.

Serbia and Montenegro will be
forced to do without sharpshooter
Peja Stojakovic. But Lithuania
will feature the NBA’s Darius Son-
gaila, and Spain will be anchored
by Pau Gasol of the Memphis
Grizzlies.

Argentina’s team includes Gino-
bili and other players who have
spent at least a season or two in
the NBA and several years play-
ing professionally in Europe.
More important is those players’
familiarity with each other after
playing together on junior teams
before graduating to the national
team.

Not only has the U.S. team
played together for less than two
weeks, but it also has a few per-
sonalities — most notably Mar-
bury and Jefferson — who don’t
particularly like one another.

Brown, who chased after the
referees in Sydney following the
U.S. team’s close call against
Lithuania, will have to convince
his youngsters that the Olympics
will be anything but a cakewalk.
A 5-1 record in pre-Olympic
games and a few close calls
against lesser foes likely got the
Americans’ attention.

“We have the talent, and we
also have coaches that really
pushed us,” said Brand, who viv-
idly recalled assistant coach Greg
Popovich’s face turning red as he
exhorted the U.S. team to be pre-
pared for a big challenge against
Argentina last summer.

“That fervor was inside of us,
and we were ready to play,”
Brand said. “Coach Pop and
Coach Brown, they’re going to let
the players know it’s not going to
be easy.”

Coach: Jones will run on U.S. 400-meter relay team
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ALBANY, N.Y. — Kurt Warner will start
ahead of Eli Manning in the New York Gi-
ants exhibition opener.

Coach Tom Coughlin made that an-
nouncement Wednesday, but added that
the competition for the starting job be-
tween the two-time MVP and the No. 1
pick in last April’s draft remains tight.

“Are they even? I would say ‘Yes,’ ”
Coughlin said is designating Warner to
start Friday night against Kansas City at
Giants Stadium.

“Whoever has the opportunity to play
with the starters, that’s who usually has his
better practices. From that standpoint,
they are. Now we will see how they sepa-
rate out.”

Warner will play into the second quar-
ter, with Manning running the offense
until at least the middle of the third quar-
ter. Jesse Palmer, television’s “The Bache-
lor,” will finish, meaning the Giants will
put three celebrity QBs on the field against
the Chiefs.

“I’ve been a backup before so it won’t be

hard,” said Manning,
who signed a six-year,
$45 million contract
last month. “Kurt’s al-
ready played a bunch
of games, and he knows
what it’s like. It’s my

job to watch and learn from him and just
try to get a feel of the game.”

Cardinals’ Boldin has knee surgery

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. — Wide receiver An-
quan Boldin, last season’s offensive rookie
of the year, had arthroscopic surgery on
his right knee Wednesday and is expected
to miss at least eight weeks.

Coach Dennis Green initially said an
MRI found “a slight tear” in the cartilage
and thought Boldin would be able to return
within two weeks. But during the proce-
dure, doctors found and repaired a more
significant tear, Green said.

Lions LB out longer than expected

ALLEN PARK, Mich. — Linebacker
Boss Bailey will miss much of the season
while recovering from knee surgery.

Bailey injured his right knee in an Aug. 3
practice. He underwent arthroscopic sur-
gery Wednesday in Athens, Ga., where doc-
tors discovered torn cartilage that had not
shown up in previous tests.

Coach Steve Mariucci declined to put a
timetable on Bailey’s return, but said the
Lions hope to have him back this season.

Wie loses in U.S. Women’s Amateur

ERIE, Pa. — Golf sensation Michelle
Wie blew a late lead, losing the last three
holes and her match to In-Bee Park in the
second round of the U.S. Women’s Ama-
teur on Thursday.

Wie was 2 up going into the 16th hole be-
fore leaving the tournament early for the
second straight year. The 14-year-old Wie
lost in the first round in 2003.

“I knew she was going to come back. … I
left myself in a really hard position,” Wie
said.

Wie, who tied for 13th place at the U.S.
Women’s Open in July, has been widely
watched as an amateur. Hundreds of fans
followed her Thursday. After her match, a
disappointed Wie signed autographs for

several young boys and girls waiting for
her near the 18th green.

Thrashers’ Heatley to be arraigned

ATLANTA — Atlanta Thrashers for-
ward Dany Heatley will be arraigned next
month on vehicular homicide charges in
the 2003 crash that killed teammate Dan
Snyder.

Heatley will enter his plea Sept. 16, two
days before the Thrashers are scheduled
to open training camp.

Heatley, 23, was driving his black 2002
Ferrari, with Snyder in the passenger seat,
when it ran into a brick pillar and iron
fence outside an Atlanta condominium on
Sept. 29.

Nets sign free agent Mercer

NEWARK, N.J. — The New Jersey Nets
signed free-agent guard Ron Mercer to a
two-year contract worth just over $3 mil-
lion Thursday.

The seven-year veteran fills the team’s
hole at two guard and adds another scoring
threat to go alongside Jason Kidd.

Giants start Warner over Manning – for now

The Associated Press

DENVER — Pressure is mount-
ing on the judge overseeing Kobe
Bryant’s sexual assault case, with
prosecutors citing courthouse
gaffes as a reason for seeking the
indefinite delay of the NBA star’s
criminal trial and the father of his
accuser blasting the bench for
bias against the prosecution.

Prosecutors requested the
delay even as they made moves to
appeal a key ruling in the case, ar-
guing to the Colorado Supreme
Court that the accuser’s sexual ac-
tivities should not be admitted as
evidence. If accepted, the appeal
could delay the trial for weeks.

The legal moves came as the fa-
ther of Bryant’s accuser wrote a
blistering letter to District Judge
Terry Ruckriegle saying his fami-
ly had “lost trust that we can ob-
tain a fair trial in your court.”

“It has been painfully obvious
that you treat the defense as if
they can do no wrong and the
prosecution and my daughter’s at-
torney as if you have something
against them or this case,” he
wrote in a letter filed with the
court on Monday and posted on
the Web sites of the Vail Daily
and KUSA-TV on Wednesday.

Bryant, 25, has pleaded not
guilty to felony sexual assault. He
has said he had consensual sex
with the woman, then 19, at the
Vail-area resort where she
worked last summer. Jury selec-
tion is scheduled to begin Aug. 27.

Experts said it was unlikely
Ruckriegle will agree to a delay
at such late notice. Nearly 1,000
residents have been mailed jury
summonses, witnesses have been
scheduled to testify, and the
judge and attorneys have cleared
their calendars for September,
said Craig Silverman, a former
prosecutor.

“It is an incredible logistical
task to reschedule all of this,” he
said. “What will happen is once
the continuance is denied, I would
not be surprised if the prosecution
throws up its hands and says,
‘Well, then, we cannot proceed.’ ”

Accuser’s dad
scolds judge
in Bryant case
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BY CHRIS SHERIDAN

The Associated Press

Manu Ginobili seemed flabbergasted
after being asked why his team played
so poorly last summer in the gold
medal game of the Olympic qualifying
tournament in Puerto Rico.

Argentina had been steamrolled
106-73, the Americans dunking and
dominating with equal flair in one of
the most impressive displays of athletic
brilliance in the long and staggeringly
successful history of U.S.
national basketball
teams.

“What? You didn’t ex-
pect us to beat them, did
you?” Ginobili asked.

Actually, some folks
did.

Argentina had defeat-
ed a U.S. team of NBA
players in the 2002
World Championships,
then stayed even with
the Americans for all but
the final minute of a sec-
ond-round game in the
Tournament of the Americas.

But as Ginobili hinted, Argentina ex-
pected to see the Americans’ best effort
in the gold medal game — and that’s ex-
actly what happened.

After one particularly dominant
stretch that included five alley-oop
dunks in a span of six possessions, the
Americans — with a star-laden team in-
cluding Tracy McGrady, Jermaine
O’Neal, Vince Carter, Mike Bibby,

Elton Brand, Kenyon Martin and Ray
Allen — led 53-19.

Argentina’s players hung their
heads, their minds causing their body
language to convey the obvious: The
Americans have the best basketball
team in the world, case closed.

Or at least they did.
America won’t be sending as strong

of a team to Athens, and the men’s bas-
ketball gold medal is more up for grabs
than it has been in 16 years.

Security concerns, fatigue, injuries,
indifference and a pend-
ing criminal trial have
knocked some of the
biggest names off the
U.S. roster and prevent-
ed several of their most
worthy replacements
from stepping in.

Only Tim Duncan,
Allen Iverson and Rich-
ard Jefferson remain
from the team that won
the Tournament of the
Americas, and the rest
of the roster was filled

with some of the NBA’s best young play-
ers — almost none of whom have any
experience playing under international
rules in front of hostile crowds.

Among the new U.S. players are LeB-
ron James, the NBA rookie of the year,
and Emeka Okafor, who was picked sec-
ond overall in this year’s draft by the ex-
pansion Carolina Bobcats.

“I have a chance to get a gold medal,”
Okafor said. “That’s one of the reasons
I jumped at this opportunity. I’m really
looking forward to it.”

SEE TALL ON PAGE 29
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Lamar Odom, left, defends Germany’s Dirk Nowitzki in a game the U.S. won on a last-second shot.

order

U.S. roster
Name Pos. Hgt. Age
Carmelo Anthony F 6-8 20
Carlos Boozer F/C 6-9 22
Tim Duncan C 7-0 28
Allen Iverson G 6-0 29
LeBron James G 6-8 19
Richard Jefferson F 6-7 24
Stephon Marbury G 6-2 27
Shawn Marion F 6-7 26
Lamar Odom F 6-10 24
Emeka Okafor F/C 6-10 21
Amare Stoudemire F 6-10 21
Dwyane Wade G 6-4 22
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U.S. men’s team no longer
a lock for Olympic gold
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